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WEST BEND — Back on
Main will be held from 5 to
8 p.m. on Nov. 3 and 2 to
8 p.m. on Nov. 4 on Main
Street in West Bend.

The event will serve as a
way to celebrate the grand
re-opening of Main Street,
following the completion
of the Main Street
Reconstruction project on
Oct. 13.

A portion Main Street
will be blocked off during
the event, which will fea-
ture fire pits for roasting
marshmallows, booths with
hot chocolate and deals
at participating stores
throughout downtown West
Bend.

A total of 17 stores will
also be participating in
Holiday Open Houses this
weekend. Stop by to see
their holiday decorations
while checking out their
deals. For a full list of

participating shops, visit
shopinwestbend.com.

Additionally, participat-
ing bars and restaurants
will get in on the fun with a
specialty drink that can be
ordered during the week-
end. According to the Down-
town West Bend Association
(DBWA), $2 from each of the
specialty drinks sold will be
donated to the Washington
County Humane Society.

According to the DWBA,
there will also be children’s
activities from 2 to 5 p.m. on
Nov. 4.

As for music, there will
be a total of nine bands and
DJs performing throughout
three locations during Back
on Main:

Nov. 3
Tim Kieffer — 5 to 8 p.m.

outside The Antidote (302 N.
Main St.)

The Dualing Knights -

5 to 8 p.m. on the Old
Settlers Park stage (200 N.
Main St.)

Gabriella Zamansky - 5 to
8 p.m. outside West Bend
Music Academy (102 N.
Main St.)

Nov. 4
Midnight Lyrics - 2 to

5 p.m. outside The Antidote
Keith Minikel - 2 to 5 p.m.

on the Old Settlers Park
stage

Aly Hauser - 2 to 5 p.m.
outside West Bend Music
Academy

Love, Light & Harmony -
5 to 8 p.m. outside The
Antidote

Sam Rodewald - 5 to
8 p.m. on the Old Settlers
Park stage

Bryan O’Donnell - 5 to
8 p.m. outside West Bend
Music Academy

Back on Main events

Photo courtesy of Sheila Kruepke

The Bend Theater, 125 N. Main St., with its marquee lit up at night in downtown West Bend, a
night before the road was officially re-opened.
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By Grayson Sewell
gsewell@conleynet.com

262-306-5043

WEST BEND — Main Street
is open once again in West
Bend, and to celebrate the
Downtown West Bend
Association (DWBA) will be
holding Back on Main on
Nov. 3 and 4, an event to
welcome members of the
West Bend, Washington
County and southeastern
Wiscon-          sin communi-
ties back to Main Street in
style.

Additionally, on Nov. 2,
West Bend will be holding
their Christmas Tree Light-
ing at 5:30 p.m., which will
serve as an unofficial kick-
off to the grand re-opening
weekend for Main Street.

Main Street underwent
reconstruction starting in
April of this year. Addi-
tionally, the Downtown
Riverwalk project along the

west side of the Milwaukee
River, which is behind the
businesses on the east side
of Main Street, was being
carried out at the same
time, after construction of
this portion of the River-
walk beginning in the
summer of 2022.

The two projects led to
issues with parking and the
convenience of traversing
downtown West Bend
throughout the summer in
2023, and businesses had to
weather a storm to make it
through.

But, as of Oct. 16, both
projects are now completed,
with West Bend holding rib-
bon cuttings for Main Street
on Oct. 13 and the River-
walk on Oct. 16 to celebrate
their openings, both of
which were ahead of sched-
ule.

The Main Street Recon-
struction project finished

up 10 days early, and the
Downtown Riverwalk proj-
ect finished a staggering
nine months early, making
the area what some call a
crown jewel of the county.

“What West Bend has is
the crown jewel of
Washington County,” said
Todd Tennies of Tennies
Ace Hardware. “I look at the
downtown business district
as being a fabulous place to
shop, along with the River-
walk and the Eisenbahn
Trail, it’s a destination
people will want to come
to.”

“I think it looks fantas-
tic,” said The Bend Execu-
tive Director Bill Buettner.
“I do miss some of the
greenery that went with it,
but I just think the way it’s
so nice, flat and new, which
we did have some trip haz-
ards out their [before con-
struction] with uneven cob-

blestone, so safety-wise this
is going to be so much nicer.

“And, once they get some
planters and things going,
it’s going to be really nice.”

The Bend, unlike most
downtown restaurants and
businesses, decided to scale
back a bit on their summer
offerings, throughout the
summer. Others who fol-
lowed suit include both
The Norbert and Pilot
Boutique & Unique Finds,
who both closed for renova-
tions during the construc-
tion process.

According to Buettner,
they are excited to be back
to their full slate of offer-
ings.

“Now that the road’s open
again, every weekend there
is going to be something
coming up from now
through the holidays,” said
Buettner.

According to Christy

Lafontant, owner of down-
town boutique Christy
Mac’s, not only does the
downtown area look amaz-
ing, there is also excitement
in the air downtown now
that the construction pro-
cess is over.

“It’s so exciting. The
energy and excitement is
already in the air, for sure,”
said Lafontant. “I love it, it’s
beautiful. It reminds me of
the end of the movie ‘Cars’
… at the end they have all
their neon lights go on and
they can drive down the
roads, it reminds me of
that.”

According to Mark
Laufenberg, co-owner of
Laughing Mountain Pop-
corn with his wife, Nancy,
Main Street re-opening is
not just exciting, but need-
ed.

“It will be nice, we’ve
missed people. It’s a differ-

ent story when you only see
10 people in your day,” said
Laufenberg. 

He added that they hope
the return of Main Street
not only helps them reach
pre-construction customer
numbers, but exceed them
as people flock to West Bend
to check out downtown.

Back on Main
The DWBA will be hold-

ing their Back on Main
event on Nov. 3 and 4. While
the businesses never went
anywhere, the road is now
re-opened and they are
excited to be back on Main
Street, too.

“It’s refreshing to know
the road is open. I hope and
I would expect the crowds
are going to be huge down-
town. People are going to
want to see what it looks
like,” said Tennies. “I hope 

continued on next page

‘The energy and excitement is already in the air’
Back on Main Street in West Bend
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in the air
continued from page 7

we can attract and bring
new customers into the
downtown area.” 

According to Lafontant,
being back on Main Street is
a way to bring the commu-
nity back together.

“To bring the community
back together in one space,
to restore the historical
downtown and to bring
people back together as
a community,” said
Lafontant. “To share the joy
of the city.”

For Alissa Fischer, gener-
al manager at 6th Avenue
Barbecue Pit and Bar, being
Back on Main means serv-
ing customers excellent
barbecue.

“The last few years have
just been rough with COVID
and everything, and just for
this area specifically with
construction,” said Fischer.
“But, for us, [being Back on
Main] just means bussing
out some really good food.
We’ve done some improve-
ments during this time and
we are excited to get people
in here.”

At Dooley’s on Main, they
are excited to see continue
seeing regulars who have
supported them through
construction, as well as new
faces ready for a meal in a
relaxed environment.

“It’s everything to us.
We’re thankful that all of
our guests have supported
us through the construction
and we’re able to still be
here,” said Hugo Flores,
Dooley’s general manager.
“Hopefully they see that
we’re still here. I know they
will enjoy our food, enjoy
our service and our
ambiance, and we are just
so happy.”

According to Husar’s
House of Fine Diamonds
Owner Mike Husar, being
back on Main Street isn’t
just a chance to come and
revisit West Bend, but to
discover something new
while downtown.

“I think there’s a lot of
unique businesses down
here, and there’s a lot that
people don’t realize are
here,” said Husar. “They
need to just come out and
see it.”

The past 40 years
The last time that Main

Street underwent signifi-
cant construction was in the

1980s. Since that time, many
things have happened in
downtown West Bend.

In 1981, the West Bend
Outlet Mall was built along
Veterans Avenue, where
MOWA stands today. A year
later, in 1982, an enclosed
bridge that went over the
Milwaukee River was
installed to connect the
outlet mall to downtown. 

The mall would later close
in 1990, which made way for
MOWA to purchase the land
in 2011, and construct their
current West Bend mother-
ship location, which fin-
ished in 2013. MOWA is
currently celebrating the
building’s 10th anniversary
this year.

In 1985, an idea was born
on Main Street. After weath-
er ruined Maxwell Street
Day plans in downtown
West Bend, Herb Tennies,
who owned Tennies Ace
Hardware at the time, came
up with the idea for
GERMANfest. The celebra-
tion is now run by Habitat
for Humanity and is still
held on Main Street each
year, with the exception of
2023 due to construction.

Just a few years after con-
struction was completed,
downtown West Bend had
a presidential visitor, as
former President Ronald
Reagan visited the West
Bend on July 27, 1987 for
a luncheon at Greene’s
Fort Silver Inn. Washington
House was decorated for the
occasion, which was the
third time West Bend wel-
comed a president. The
other two were former pres-
idents John F. Kennedy and
Franklin Delano Roosevelt.

GERMANfest wasn’t the
only downtown event to be
created in the past 40 years,
with the DWBA creating
several of their own, includ-
ing their annual Music on
Main Series, which started
in 2007. The weekly concert
series brings hundreds to
downtown West Bend each
Thursday during the sum-
mer, and with Main Street
open once agin will do so
moving forward. In 2023, the
event was moved to the
Immanuel UCC parking lot
near downtown.

Later on The Bend
Theater would make a
comeback. In July, 2017,
Historic West Bend Theatre
Inc. bought The Bend
Theater for $250,000 to con-
vert the space into a venue

for classic and children’s
movies, plays by local the-
ater groups, music and
comedy shows, and events
such as weddings and cor-
porate meetings.

The Bend would open for
one day on March 14, 2020,
initially, as COVID-19 would
close them down on March
15, 2020. But, later that year
in July, the theater would
re-open for good as The
Bend Theater, 125 N. Main
St.

In 2022, the West Bend
Downtown Historic District
was listed on the State
Register of Historic Places
to preserve the distinct
concentration of 19th to
mid-20th century buildings
downtown.

With the Main Street
Reconstruction and the
Downtown Riverwalk proj-
ects now completed, the
DWBA, city and all of the
shops and restaurants
invite you to visit down-
town West Bend for the
Christmas Tree Lighting on
Nov. 2 at 5:30 p.m., and to
come back on Nov. 3, from
5 to 8 p.m., and Nov. 4, from
2 to 8 p.m., to light up down-
town and kick off the next
40 years on Main Street in
West Bend at Back on Main.

Photo courtesy of Sheila Kruepke

Urban Farm Girl, 136 S. Main
St., a boutique where you
can find custom painted
furniture, jewelry, candles,
home decor, goods from local
artisans and more, lit up at
night following the completion
of the Main Street Recon-
struction project.
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Grayson Sewell/Daily News staff

Main Street, after it has been reconstructed, outside of (from the left) Husar’s House of Fine
Diamonds, The Bend Theater and Candyman on Main, a local stop for all your candy and
confection needs.

West Bend city documents

An aerial view of Main Street, from the Main Street, Veterans Avenue and Walnut Street inter-
section facing north, following the completion of the Main Street Reconstruction project.

The new Riverwalk underpass that
connects downtown West Bend to

several new apartment develop-
ments in West Bend, including

The District Apartments.
The Riverwalk will also connect

people to the 1840 Brewing
Company’s new West Bend

Taproom, located on the ground
floor of The District, 433 N. Main

St., which will open this fall.

Grayson Sewell/Daily News staff



10 • BACK ON MAIN 2023

Grayson Sewell/Daily News staff

TODAY: This view looks north on Main Street, following the completion of the Main Street
Reconstruction project. On the right you can see (from the right) Candyman on Main, The Bend
Theater, Husar’s House of Fine Diamonds, Brazen Head Pub and more along the east side of
Main Street.

Photo courtesy of the Tower Heritage Center

CIRCA 1959: The view looks north on Main Street. On the right is the First State Bank. Schultz
Bros. Variety Store now occupies the street floor of the Hotel Weinand/Schlegel. The next build-
ing on the right is the West Bend Drug Store. Farther on the right is the West Bend Theater, with
its vertical “West Bend" sign. On the left the Beacon Restaurant is on the street level of the
Hangartner Building. Just before the restaurant is the Lange Meat Market.
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West Bend city documents

TODAY: This view of Main Street was taken via drone, following the completion of the Main
Street Reconstruction Project. It looks south down Main Street from Highway 33/Washington
Street. On the horizon, you can still see the old Washington County Courthouse, now home to
the Tower Heritage Center, on the right side.

Photo courtesy of the Tower Heritage Center

CIRCA 1907: This view of the city is taken from the roof of the West Bend Brewing Company.
It looks south with Main Street on the left and Seventh Avenue on the right. Old Holy Angels
Catholic Church is on the hill at the right at Seventh Avenue and Elm Street. In the center dis-
tance is the old Washington County Court House. Cedar Street is the first street intersecting
Seventh Avenue and Main Street in this photograph. In the triangle foreground, is the Babille
Academy. In 2023 only the courthouse exists.
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Grayson Sewell/Daily News staff

A view of Main Street in West Bend, facing north, from behind the Main Street and 6th Avenue
intersection. On the left side of the street you can see the historic Washington House, built in
1852 by Balthazar Goetter to serve as a hotel and meeting space, and 6th Ave Barbecue Pit
and Bar, 228 N. 6th Ave. Further down the road on the left you can see The Antidote, 302 N.
Main St., on the corner of Main Street and Cedar Street. On the right hand side you can see
the sign for Saloon Royale, 241 N. Main St., a bar with a Vegas-style contemporary interior
design. In the distance, you can see West Bend’s newest apartment complex, The District,
which is across Highway 33.

Grayson Sewell/Daily News staff

The newly completed Riverwalk in downtown West Bend along the Milwaukee River. Opposite
downtown, across the river, stands the Museum of Wisconsin Art, 205 Veterans Ave., home to
permanent installations and exhibitions of Wisconsin art.
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Grayson Sewell/Daily News staff

A view of Main Street outside of Dooley’s on Main, 315 N. Main St., a casual restaurant that
features craft beers and a seasonally changing menu, BMO Harris Bank and Cherry Pickin’s,
337 N. Main St., a home furnishings consignment store.

Grayson Sewell/Daily News staff

The corner of Main Street and Mill Street in downtown West Bend after the completion of the
Main Street Reconstruction project. On the left you can see The Garden Lounge, 258 N. Main
St., a bar that serves appetizers and pizza, and hosts weekly karaoke, and Ann D’s Boutique,
264 N. Main St., a trendy retail boutique for women of all ages.

The north end of Main
Street, facing south from
the roundabout that exits

onto Highway 33 east-
bound. Pictured here

(from the left on the east
side of Main Street)

is Cherry Pickin’s,
BMO Harris Bank and

Dooley’s on Main.

Grayson Sewell/Daily News staff

Grayson Sewell/Daily News staff

A view of Main Street outside of Tennies Ace Hardware, 112 S. 5th Ave., which has been on the
corner of 5th Avenue and Main Street since the last time the road was redone in the early
1980s. Down the street to the right, you can see Pearl of Canton on the corner of Main Street
and Hickory Street.
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Grayson Sewell/Daily News staff

The new kayak launch onto the Milwaukee River from the West Bend Riverwalk.
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Grayson Sewell/Daily News staff

The West Bend Riverwalk, behind downtown businesses along the west side of the Milwaukee River. On the left you can see the back of the West Bend Pilot Boutique & Unique Finds, 101 S.
Main St.

Grayson Sewell/Daily News staff

TODAY: A view down Main Street from the Main Street and Fifth Avenue intersection, follow-
ing the Main Street Reconstruction project. On the left, you can see Pearl of Canton, 102 S.
Main St., and authentic Vietnamese, Chinese and sushi restaurant in downtown West Bend.
Across Hickory Street, in the former Ott and Boden Hardware store location, is the West Bend
Music Academy, 102 N. Main St.

Photo courtesy of the Tower Heritage Center

CIRCA 1905: This is a mid-street view taken from the apex of the triangle at the intersection
of Fifth Avenue and Main Street. The view looks northwest with the Detuncq Furniture and
William Peters stores on the left. The building on the left with the tower is Hangartner building.
Also on the left across Hickory Street is the Ott and Boden Hardware store. On the right, the
building with the triangular piece on the top is the Pilot building.
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