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Barbecue restaurant marinating in success

By Kelly Smith
Special to The Freeman

TOWN OF ERIN — A
small, urban-style barbecue
restaurant with a unique
“Wall of Fame” is not what
you would expect to find in
the rural farm fields and
scenic woodlands of the
Town of Erin in Washington
County.

The Barbecue Company
Grill and Catering occupies
one-half of a small, one-
story commercial building
located next to a nursery at
the intersection of highways
83 and O, one mile east of the
Erin Hills golf course.

The business is inconspic-
uous except for some picnic
tables, a sign, and advertis-
ing banners in front.

It is owned by restaurant
and real estate entrepreneur
Andy Jepsen of Stone Bank,
who moved to Lake Country
from Arizona in 2005 in
search of a more relaxed
lifestyle and a better place to
raise kids.

Jepsen also owns one of
the largest barbecue restau-
rants and catering business-
es in Arizona.

The restaurant in Erin has
four tables that can accom-
modate about 18 customers
in a small dining area domi-
nated by a large service
counter, as well as offering
carryout service.

The business is “pretty
evenly divided” between the
carryout and sit-down
restaurant and catering
operations, Jepsen said.

Behind the counter are
containers of smoked barbe-
cued ribs, beef brisket,
adobo chicken and pulled
pork that are the specialties
of the house. 

In the back is a well-equip-
ped commercial kitchen
with large grills and outside
there are giant smokers and
a large stack of cherry fire-
wood.

Good writing on the wall
Customers can order their

barbecue “to go” or eat at
one of the tables near “the
wall.”

On the wall are autographs
of about a dozen         profes-
sional golfers who patron-
ized the restaurant before
competing in the U.S. Open
Championship held a year
ago at Erin Hills, June 12 –
18.

They include Masters
Champions Bubba Watson,
Zack Johnson and Jordan
Spieth, 2009 U.S. Open Cham-
pion Steward Cink, and
Davis Love III, who won the
1997 PGA Championship.

Watson was first, arriving
about 11:30 a.m. on Sunday,
June 11, according to Jepsen.

Early in the afternoon, Spi-
eth and Johnson arrived
together.

And, while they were
there, Love and his son Dru
arrived.

Late Sunday night, about
11 p.m., Jepsen was locking
the door when Cink pulled
into the parking lot and
asked if he could get some-
thing to eat.

“It was dark and couldn’t
see who was in the car, so I
asked him his name. When
he told me he was Steward
Cink, I told him come on in,”
Jepson explained.

Jepsen believes that Wat-
son, and possibly Johnson
and Spieth, alerted their
fellow golfers about The Bar-
becue Company via Twitter.

“I know Bubba tweeted
and I think Jordan Spieth
and Zack Johnson did too,”
Jepson continued.

Watson stopped at the
Barbecue Company twice in
the same day.

The first time, he ordered a
rack of ribs. 

The second time Jepsen
prepared for him a sandwich
featuring a combination of
meats.

“I knew barbecue was one
of his favorite foods, so I
made sure he got a taste
of everything,” Jepsen
explained.

“My regular customers
will tell you it can get pretty
addictive,” Jepsen said.

“Every time I prepare
something, I try to make
sure it has a specifically
different flavor profile,”
Jepsen added.

For example, pulled pork
begins with a four- to six- to
eight-pound shoulder cut
that is rubbed with season-
ing before it spends 16 hours
at low temperature in a com-
mercial smoker.

Then it’s finished in a
high heat oven for the last
two hours of the cooking

process.
It is shredded after resting

for four to five hours.
To prepare ribs, Jepsen

soaks them in a brine for
24 hours before applying
a proprietary cooking com-
petition “rib rub” and smok-
ing them in a cherry wood
fire for four to six hours.

Barbecued chicken is first
marinated for 24 hours in a
proprietary marinade of cit-
rus and seasoning, then
grilled and sliced, and cov-
ered with a green chili sauce.

Kelly Smith/Special to The Freeman 

Andy Jepsen of Stone Bank takes a pork shoulder out of one of the smokers located behind the
Barbecue Company Grill and Catering in the Town of Erin that he opened in 2011.

The Barbecue Company gains
fans in locals, pro golfers

See BBQ, PAGE 2A

Honoring
area’s last Civil
War veteran

Page 1B
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By Dave Fidlin
Special to The Freeman

O C O N O M OWO C — To
say James F. Jones lived
a storied life throughout
his 96 years would be
an understatement. Jones,
who lived much of his life
in Oconomowoc, served
with the Union Army in
the Civil War, enduring a
litany of hardships and
insurmountable odds. He
later went out west, hoping
to benefit from the Gold
Rush, though he instead
wound up walking back
home without a mode of
transportation.

Representatives from
several groups — including
the Sons of Union Veterans
of the Civil War and an ini-
tiative known as the Last
Soldier Project — paid
homage to Jones on July 7
at LaBelle Cemetery, his
resting place for the past
76 years.

Jones holds the distinc-
tion of being the last Union
veteran of the Civil War to
live in Waukesha County.
He died in 1942.

Stephen Michaels of the
Sons of Union Veterans of
the Civil War discussed the
history of Jones and his
family during the ceremo-
ny, which included a gun
salute and  rendition of
taps.

Although Jones’ birth-
place was Batavia, New
York, his parents moved to
Oconomowoc the same
year, which was 1846.

“Oconomowoc was pretty
much a fledgling town,”
Michaels said, pointing out
the community’s roots go
back just two years earlier.

Brothers enlisted
Jones and his brother,

William Jones, each enlist-
ed in the 39th Wisconsin
Infantry. Jones did so once
he reached age 18, in 1864,
and was part of the
infantry’s Company B. He
was bound for Tennessee.

Craig Wheeler, also part
of the Sons of Union Veter-
ans of the Civil War, spoke
briefly at thre ceremony of
the challenges associated
with military service dur-
ing those years.

Soldiers in combat were
known to suffer from such
physical ailments as star-
vation, thirst, severe ill-
nesses and, for some,
death. Psychological chal-
lenges also ran deep,
including loneliness and
hearing the wailing of wid-
ows and orphans who lost
loved ones from combat.
Although Jones made it
home safely, William died
during combat in Mem-
phis. 

After the war, Jones’
challenges and displays of
endurance again were test-
ed when he ventured to the
Black Hills at the height of
the Gold Rush there. 

Instead of striking it
rich, however, Jones found
himself in the unenviable
position of losing his horse
and wagon to theft. He
wound up walking home
from South Dakota to
Oconomowoc. After the set-
back, he joined the Grand
Army of the Republic.

Grit and character
In addition to service

groups, several dignitaries
were on hand at the  event,
including Mayor Dave
Nold, who said he is proud
to have Oconomowoc asso-
ciated with a person who
demonstrated persever-
ance.

“I’m proud to be in a
community that has people
like Mr. Jones,” Nold said.
“We can’t forget about the
grit and character of our
ancestors.”

Honoring and commemo-
rating the service of veter-
ans has been a focal point
of several local groups,
including the Oconomowoc
Historical Society.

Kurt Schrang, president
of the historical society,
played a leadership role
in redesigning the city’s
Veterans Memorial Park.
The volunteer-driven pro-
ject, he said, is an opportu-
nity to honor members
of all branches of the
military from all wars.

“The veterans don’t like
to talk about what they
did,” Schrang said. “But I

think (the memorial park)
is very important. What
(the veterans) do is protect
us.” 

Remembering honor and courage
Event pays homage to Civil War

veteran James Jones

Photos by Mary Catanese/Special to the Enterprise

The Sons of the Union Veterans of the Civil War fire a 21-gun salute during a ceremony honoring James Jones, the last Civil
War veteran buried in Waukesha County. The ceremony took place at his gravesite in La Belle Cemetery on July 7.

John Gilless, representing Col. Hans C. Heg, Camp No. 15
Sons of the Union Veterans of the Civil War, covers his heart
with a Union hat as Deacon Dean J. Collins says a prayer at
La Belle Cemetery.

A marker honoring James
Jones as the last Union veter-
an buried in Waukesha Coun-
ty was placed next to his grave
during the ceremony.
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August 18 & 19
Mukwonago American Legion Post 375

Celebrate our 62nd Annual

Maxwell street days
flea market

FIELD PARK, MUKWONAGO - Hwys 83 & NN 

OVER 600 SELLERS Offering a Variety of Goods
(Buyers allowed on grounds after 7 am)
Reasonable Off-site Parking Available

(Pets, Bicycles & Skateboards Prohibited)

For information and 2018 schedule: 
www.maxwellstreetdays.net

www.mukwonagochamber.org
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BBQ
From Page 1A

“Awesome” and “fantastic”
was how two recent lunch
customers were overheard
describing their meals to
Jepsen.

Jepsen used an ingenious
marketing strategy to take
advantage of the U.S. Open,
which attracted more than
100,000 spectators.

Nearly all the out-of-town
spectators were bused into
Erin Hills from giant
remote parking lots near
interstate highways.

However, many of the
thousands of southeastern
Wisconsin residents who
were volunteering or work-
ing at the tournament had
to pass The Barbecue Com-
pany while driving to Erin
Hills.

Each of the seven days of
the championship, Jepsen
moved his three giant
smokers next to the inter-
section making sure the bil-
lowing smoke was obvious
to anyone passing by.

He cheerfully confesses
he caused an occasional
traffic jam because of
drivers gawking at the bar-
becue stand, much to the
displeasure of the county
deputies trying to direct
traffic.

“I made sure to time it so

every day at 4 p.m., about
the time people were begin-
ning to leave the tourna-
ment, there would be large
stacks of ribs, briskets and
chicken lined up next to the
smokers where people
could see them,” he
explained.

Jepsen says he gained at
least $25,000 in catering
business from exposure he
received during the U.S.
Open Championship.

He used a similar strate-
gy when starting up the
business.

For the first two years, he
did all of the barbecuing
outside where he served
dinners on picnic tables
under a tent.

He later moved inside and
now does business during
select months during the
winter in addition to his
year-round catering opera-
tion.

Jepsen, 57, was born and
raised in Redding, Pa., but
he attended college in
northern Arizona, where
he studied the tourism and
hospitality industries.

After several jobs in sales,
he began a career as a rib
cook and in 1987 purchased
the Barbecue Company
Grill and Catering in
Phoenix.

He developed it into the
one of the state’s largest
barbecue and catering oper-

ations. 
His first corporate client

was the Milwaukee Brew-
ers’ spring training camp.

In 2005, he collapsed
while working a large cater-
ing event. His doctors told
him he needed to “slow
down.”

He and his then-wife,
Julie Shaefer, decided to
move to Lake Country. She
was born and raised in
Oconomowoc.

“We did it for the kids,
too. There were circum-
stances occurring in Ari-
zona that we just did not
think were appropriate for
raising kids,” Jepsen
added.

Driving kids back and
forth to athletic events
along Highway 83 is how
Jepsen spotted the location
for his barbecue business.

He later spent hours sit-
ting at the intersection
counting cars before decid-
ing to open the business in
2011.

“It is the only four-way
stop intersection within 10
miles. You have Erin Hills
on one side and Holy Hill on
the other side,” he noted.

“I remember the first day
I was open. It was Mother’s
Day and I did $500. The next
day I did $1,000 and the
third day I did $1,500. That’s
when I knew it was going to
work,” he concluded.

Kelly Smith/Special to The Freeman

Stone Bank restaurant and real estate entrepreneur Andy
Jepsen sits in front of the “Wall of Fame” at his Barbecue
Company Grill and Catering restaurant in the Town of Erin.

Business rolling at Simply Cinnamon Bakery 

By Brandon Anderegg
Banderegg@conleynet.com

262-513-2658

PEWAUKEE — The bak-
ery may be called Simply
Cinnamon Bakery, but the
process of making thou-
sands of cinnamon rolls
each week isn’t so simple,
said owner Barb Sweet.

“We roll them by hand
and frost them by hand
and it’s all made from
scratch,” Sweet said. “It’s
an all-day process and
there’s no fast way to do
it.”

Located at 115 Oakton
Ave. in the heart of down-
town Pewaukee, Sweet has
owned the modest and old-
timey bakery for nine
years, which is a small
fraction of the 29 years
that she’s been in the busi-

ness.
With just one employee,

Sweet will bake up to 3,000
cinnamon rolls each week
that are then sent to local
grocery stores in the area
such as Woodman’s, Festi-
val Foods, Piggly Wiggly,
and Sentry. In fact, her
recipe is so well-liked that
many of her cinnamon
rolls cross state lines to
Michigan, Ohio, Illinois
and as a far away as Penn-
sylvania, she said.

At the start of each day,
Sweet will convert 160
pounds of dough into balls
of dough that are eventu-
ally rolled out, and then
baked. But the next step,
which Sweet said takes the
longest, is adding the frost-
ing.

“Then the Keebler elves
come, and they finish it

off,” Sweet said jokingly.
“That’d be nice.”

Even though cinnamon
rolls take a long time to
make, Sweet enjoys the
creativity in decorating
cookies and experiment-
ing with new recipes, she
said.

Also for sale in her shop
are brownies, turnovers
and decorated cookies for
every occasion. 

But she also loves the
customers and the quaint-
ness of the area, she said.

“One of my favorite
things is when kids come
here in the summer with
their buckets and their
fishing rods,” Sweet said.
“That’s the cutest thing.”

As for those wondering
if Sweet’s last name has
anything with her career,
the answer may come as a
surprise.

“No, it’s just my name,”
Sweet said. “Perfect for the
job, but thank God, it’s not
Baker.”

Simply Cinnamon Bak-
ery is open from 8 a.m. to 2
p.m. Wednesday through
Friday and 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
on Saturday and Sunday.

For more information
about the bakery, call 262-
691-4022 or search Simply
Cinnamon Bakery on
Facebook.

Pewaukee bakery makes 
up to 3,000 rolls per week

Brandon Anderegg/Freeman Staff

Barb Sweet and Ariel Dawley prepare 80 to 100 cases of
cinnamon rolls each week, which can be anywhere from
700 to 900 cinnamon buns a day.
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Seating is Limited    Call 262-369-7900
520 Hartbrook Drive – Hartland   www.drjaylo.com   www.pemfinfo.com

Dr. Oz Recommends PEMF

This is a must attend workshop if you or 
a loved one suffers from any of the following:

Low Back Pain
Neck and Shoulder Pain
Fibromyalgia
Foot Pain
Knee Pain
Hip Pain
Headaches

Neuropathy
Sciatica
Carpal Tunnel 

Syndrome
Restless Leg Syndrome
Continued Pain After 

Shots or Surgery

• Soft Tissue Release Therapy
• Neurological Balancing

The 5-Point Pain Therapy Program consists of:

Have you tried everything? Told to just live with it? Told it’s just ‘Old Age’?
Dr. Jay Lo, D.C., is holding a free workshop to discuss his unique 5-POINT PAIN THERAPY PROGRAM,

which includes a new breakthrough treatment known as Pulsed Electromagnetic Field Therapy or PEMF.

CHRONIC PAIN RECOVERY WORKSHOP

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

26 YEARS OF PAIN TAKEN AWAY.
LOCAL DOCTOR OFFERS NEW THERAPY

“After treatments from Dr. Lo, my constant
companion, “back pain,” has been relieved.
Through the years, I have had 3 epidurals,
surgery, and physical therapy, with only tem-
porary relief. I resigned myself to the fact that
pain would always be with me. After seeing an
article in the newspaper by Dr. Lo, and my
hubby’s urging, I decided to seek treatment.
Wow! My “companion” has been greatly
relieved! I am so happy I sought treatment.
What a relief not having excruciating pain
when I get up in the morning and throughout
the day. Thank you Dr. Lo. After 26 years, I am
finally pain free!”

- Jo Peterson - Oconomowoc

I am proud to announce that we are offering
Pulsed Electromagnetic Field Therapy, or PEMF
Therapy, to  complement the many unique thera-
pies used to make our patients well. Used for
decades in Europe for many  medical conditions,
and studied by NASA, modern PEMF Therapy is
relatively new in the USA. Peer reviewed research
collected by the US National Library of Medicine,
on the campus of the National Institutes of Health,
has shown  the effectiveness of PEMF Therapy for
the following  chronic conditions: Fibromyalgia,
migraine headaches, osteoarthritis, low back,
shoulder, knee and pelvic pain, fractures,

osteoporosis, symptoms associated with Multiple
Sclerosis and Parkinson’s Disease, strokes,
insomnia, and slow-healing wounds.

How does it work? Simply put, the cells of your
body are much like your car’s battery. Over time
the cells in your body lose their electrical charge,
due to age, sickness, and trauma. PEMF therapy
recharges your cells, much like re-charging or
jumping your car battery. Re-charging your cells
helps to bring oxygen and nutrients into the cells,
and pumps waste and toxins out of the cells. This
will allow the body to heal faster and more
efficiently. When your body is healthy, you sleep
better, experience more energy, and are less
likely to experience pain and inflammation.
PEMFs deliver beneficial, health-enhancing
electromagnetic fields and frequencies to the
cells which promotes the healing process in
damaged and painful tissue.

It has always been a passion of mine to find
new and better ways to help my patients, so that
is why I am proud to offer the first full-body
PEMF Therapy device in SE Wisconsin. Come to a
workshop to find out how PEMF Therapy can help
your chronic condition. Or visit pemfinfo.com for
more info, search PEMF on doctoroz.com, watch
a demo at pulsecenters.com.

Dr. Jay Lo, D.C., of Integrative Chiropractic and
Wellness of Hartland, has been in private practice
since 2000.
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Tues., July 24 & Thurs., Aug. 2, at 1:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 25, at 6:30 p.m. 

• Pulsed Electromagnetic Field Therapy as featured on The Dr. Oz Show
• FDA cleared Cold Laser Therapy
• Rapid Release High-Frequency Vibration Therapy

18 Full-size Doors On Display, Our Installers Are Licensed & Bonded

16’x7’, 25 Gauge...Non Insulated Steel $895

Lifetime
Door Co.

TRUCKLOAD SALE
on Garage Doors & Door Openers

Installed
Tax Included

$1095
• Other Sizes Available
• 2000 Garage Doors in Stock

Special! - Take down and haul away old door for FREE!
16x7 
SAVE $240 NOW

ORDER A LIFTMASTER 1/2 HP GARAGE DOOR
OPENER & GET 2 REMOTES & KEYPAD.

• Two-Sided Pre-Finished Galvanized Steel
• R-10 Insulated
• 5 colors to choose from 

12645 W. Townsend (2 blocks N. of Burleigh, enter off 124th St. only)

Free Estimate 

262-783-4004
Monday - Friday 7am-5pm

www.lifetimedoor.net 2
6

0
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0
0

0
0
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Model 8365 $365 Installed
Tax

Included

Full Year Warranty, parts and service on installed operators.

Check out the August edition of Lake Country This 
Month for the guide to the 2018 MBA Parade of Homes.

The guide  includes the Parade schedule, specials and 
helpful home building and remodeling tips.

Lilly Crossing – Brookfi eld
Lake Country Village – Summit

Hidden Hills – Sussex

22 HOMES • 19 MBA BUILDERS • 3 SUBDIVISIONS

AUGUST 11 – SEPTEMBER 3, 2018

Mary Catanese/Special to The Freeman

First day of Pewaukee Farmers Market 
Grace Adams, left, and Shae Haid sample different meats served in ManSnack marinade pre-
pared by Mark Porter at the Pewaukee Chamber of Commerce Farmers Market on June 13.

Harken Industrial acquires
Chicago company

CITY OF PEWAUKEE —
Harken Industrial
announced June 26 it
acquired Chicago-based
Elevated Safety, LLC, which
trains, consults and equips
rope access and rescue
workers.

Headquartered in the
City of Pewaukee, Harken
Industrial engineers and
manufactures a wide range
of efficient, durable,
lightweight, load-handling
and safe access solutions,
including fiber rope winch-
es, pulleys, trolley and
rail systems, static attach-
ments, rope ascent and
controlled descent prod-
ucts. 

“Harken Industrial com-
bines the knowledge of

rope handling and high-
tech materials used in com-
petitive sailing with the
techniques of the roping
world while Elevated Safety
blends the tradition of fire
and rescue with the tech-
niques of rope access,” said
Sean Cogan, Harken Indus-
trial sales manager, in a
statement.

He said that as one com-
pany, Harken Industrial
and Elevated Safety will be
able to train, consult and
equip clients with materi-
als and knowledge. 

“We set a standard and
accept nothing other than
excellence. Elevated Safety
and Harken Industrial have
been working behind the
scenes together for the

better part of a decade,
developing trust and
respect. It made sense to
combine,” Cogan said. 

Elevated Safety co-owner
Ross Chapman said that
Elevated Safety, as a dealer
for a variety of category
leading manufacturers of
rope access and rescue
equipment, would provide
Harken Industrial cus-
tomers another source for
equipment.

The privately held Elevat-
ed Safety was founded in
2010 and has a staff of
40 part-time instructors —
all of whom are firefight-
ers/paramedics. The firm’s
primary service area is
northeastern Illinois and
southeastern Wisconsin
but it has done training
across the country and
internationally.

— Freeman Staff

Elevated Safety teaches rope
access and rescue safe practices

Hartland to explore having
a community center

By Brandon Anderegg
banderegg@conleynet.com

262-513-2657

HARTLAND —The Hart-
land Village Board has identi-
fied a site for a community
center and conducted a non-
binding vote to explore
whether the people of Hart-
land would be interested in
such a center.

Though talks of a commu-
nity center are in their infan-
cy, the board is considering
the purchase of Zion Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church at
415 W. Capitol Drive in Hart-
land, Village President Jeff
Pfannerstill said. The church
has indicated they may sell in
the near future, but whether
the community center will be
located at the church, or if
the village will even have a
community center, is still up
in the air, he added.

“Some form of community
center that not only makes a
great place for the youth to go
to, but also for the people
in retirement,” Pfannerstill
said.

This is also not the first
time that Hartland has con-
sidered having a community
center in the village. Back in
2011, the Village Board issued
a community center survey
that indicated residents liked
the idea, said Richard
Landwehr, village trustee.

“We almost had a spot,”
Landwehr said. “We had been

working on it for five years so
there are people that are
interested.”

In fact, the Village Board
was steps away from voting
on the center in 2011. How-
ever, board members and
residents were concerned
with the cost of a center since
at the time, the village was
spending $2.5 million on the
library expansion, Landwehr
said.

“We ran into the library at
the same time, but we didn’t
want to throw $2.5 million
there and this community
center was $6 million,”

Landwehr said.
But Pfannerstill was opti-

mistic, adding that maybe the
recreation department could
be incorporated. He also said
it might be possible to find a
location and have a commu-
nity center for under $6 mil-
lion. However, the board will
conduct another survey to
gauge the interest of resi-
dents as the community
center discussion progresses,
Pfannerstill said.

“These things cost money,”
Pfannerstill said. “But we
wouldn’t want to spend it if
nobody wants it.”

Site identified; study showed residents interested

Brandon Anderegg/Freeman Staff

Village President Jeff Pfannerstill identified the Zion Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church at 415 W. Capitol Drive in Hartland as a
possible location for the community center.

Pewaukee School District names 
first school resource officer

PEWAUKEE — The
Pewaukee School District, in
collaboration with the
Pewaukee Police Depart-
ment, has selected Officer
Julie Buddenhagen as its
first-ever school resource
officer. Buddenhagen will
begin working on campus
Aug. 27.

Buddenhagen has been a
member of the Pewaukee
Police Department for the
past 14 years, which has
included specialized train-
ing and experience as the
lead officer for the depart-

ment on internet crimes
against children since 2010.
She is also one of only a
handful of officers in Wauke-
sha County trained as a
forensic interviewer.

“Officer Buddenhagen is
someone we have worked
with extensively, so we are
thrilled to add her experi-
ence, training and passion to
collaborate more closely
with our students, staff and
parents,” said Superinten-
dent Mike Cady. “This is a
great next step as we build
on our fantastic working

relationship with the Pewau-
kee Police Department.”

Buddenhagen was recently
named Investigator of the
Year for a Wisconsin Inter-
net Crimes Against Children
Affiliate by the state Depart-
ment of Criminal Investiga-
tion. She has also participat-
ed in training on campus for
dealing with an active threat
using the ALICE model,
which was implemented in
the district this year.

— Freeman Staff
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Thank You Sponsors
Hartland’s Hometown Celebration Parade

The annual Hometown Celebration Parade could not continue without the
financial contributions of our sponsors. The Hometown Celebration Committee
would like to thank the following contributors for their continued support of
this local event.

261122002

BUSINESS 
SPONSORS

• Hartland Athletic
Advancement 
Association

• Hartland Family
Chiropractic

• Ixonia Bank

DIAMOND SPONSORS
$1000+

• Village of Hartland 
• Sendik’s

GOLD SPONSORS
$500 - $999

• Hartland Women’s Club
• Hartland Business 
Improvement District

• Flanagan - Dorn Post 294SILVER SPONSORS
$100- $499

• Hartland Chamber 
of Commerce

• American Legion 
Womens Auxiliary

• Bark River Dental Group
• Endter’s Sports Grill

• Evert-Luko Funeral Home
• Sjoberg Tool

• Stonewood Self-Storage

IN-KIND DONATIONS
Mercedes-Benz of Elmbrook for the use of their vehicle.
Western Lakes Golf Club for the use of their golf carts.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The Hartland Hometown Celebration Committee Members: Darlene
Igl, Parade Coordinator, Dave Felkner, Kelli Yogerst, Dave Cox, Ken
Zilisch, John Taylor, Nancy Pirkey and Rosario Collura. The Parade
Committee would also like to thank the Hartland Department of
Public Works, Recreation Department, Police Department, Cable TV
and the Parade Commentators, Jeff Schwager and Randy
Swenson for their continued help and assistance with Hartland’s
Hometown Celebration along with Ben Nelson’s videography.

Thank you to the Hartland Village Board for their continued support
of the Hartland’s Hometown Celebration Parade and Fireworks
Display!

260910002

Fri. July 27th • Sat. July 28th
and Sun. July 29th
GermanFest.com

• Named one of the Top 5 Family Festivals   
in Wisconsin by Travel Wisconsin

• $3 Admission for Everyone on FRIDAY!

• Local German Dance Groups

• German Music: From Germany, the U.S.
and local favorites

26
08

63
00

3

“We do whatever it takes to make a service special.”

Brookfield: 262-432-8300 • 21600 W. Capitol Dr.

New Berlin: 262-786-8009 • 12401 W. National Ave.

WWW.KRAUSEFUNERALHOME.COM

Mark Krause, Owner

Receptions by Krause                          Bennie, Therapy Dog

• To help families relax, we were the first funeral
home in WI to host receptions.

• Our Grief Therapy Dog gives comfort to hurting
families

• We’re the exclusive local provider of the
Cremation with Confidence™ Guarantee -
offering families peace of mind.

Milw. 414-354-9400 • 7001 W. Brown Deer Rd.

Milw. 414-464-4640 • 9000 W. Capitol Dr.

Our neighbors know we always go the extra mile for them.   
Our goal  is to  provide excellent, compassionate service and 

options families can’t find  anywhere else. That’s why we’re 
continually adding new, unique services.

Q.: My mother found
these knife boxes many
years ago. Could you give
me some history on the ori-
gin and today’s value? 

— Jeff, Pewaukee

A.: In the 18th century,
pairs of English knife
boxes were used in house-
holds for the upper social
ranks. These purposeful,
veneered boxes were cus-
tom-made by cabinet mak-
ers to store and exhibit
valuable sterling flatware
in the upright position.
Ostentatiously these knife
and fork boxes were inten-
tionally placed in plain
view, but discreetly
anchor-ed to the sideboard.
Estate owners made a habit
of opening box covers to
count the silver pieces with
one glance.

These fitted boxes were
much more complex inter-
nally than the outside
revealed. The serpentine
profile covers rows of
tiered, padded slots; curved
slots were for extra large
serving spoons. The boxes
were small enough to be
moved to secure storage or
to the silversmith for gen-
erational silver reweight.
It is not dirt that is
removed with polish, it is
silver        tarnish. Over
time, each cleaning dimin-
ishes the amount of silver,
and value.

The boxes’ original func-
tion vanished when side-
boards were designed with
specialty lock drawers.
With few alternate uses
today, these unusual-
shaped boxes are often
incorrectly identified at
estate sales. 

This handsome mahog-
any pair has pictorial
inlays, narrow band string-
ing, all original partitions,
stable hinged lids and
brass lock escutcheons.
This pair only needs minor
restoration. Comparative
sets average $1,400.

Interesting find:
Once when I was apprais-

ing a similar set, my flash-
light beam reflected on
something taped in the
lower concealment space.
The object was a ring more
valuable than the boxes!

World War I print
Q.: Since we have our

great-grandfather’s mili-
tary uniform from World
War I, I felt a connection
with this old picture that I
found in a country shop.
Any ideas for new framing? 

— Claudia, Waukesha

A.: The U.S. became
involved in World War I in
1917. The title, “Duty
Calls,” urged not to hesi-
tate! With limited commu-
nication to the masses,
there were very few means
to inspire personal com-
mitment to the cause.
Often called propaganda
posters, government, non-
profit and other organiza-
tions printed thousands.
Images encouraged enlist-
ment, patriotism and often
acknowledged personal
sacrifice. Printed on thin
paper pulp, the ones found
to exist have been framed.

When removing the old
frame and glass, use cau-
tion! The paper and glass
are brittle and tack nails
could be rusted. It will
also allow you to dismiss
the thought that some-
thing valuable might be
stored behind the picture.
Use only professional
archival quality material
including double matting
and non-glare glass. Or
have it professionally
framed. 

You can add the framing
cost to the present value of
$50.00.

* * * 

Interested in learning
more about the world of
collectible antiques? An
antiques class is to take
place 11:00 a.m. to 2:00
p.m. July 20.

Topics covered include
inherited dinnerware,
spotting hidden gems,
your selling options, and
a Q-and-A time.

It takes place at
designXchange Home
Decor Consignment, 600
Hartbrook Drive, Hart-
land.

Class fee is  $25.00.
Bring three items for
appraisal

To register, telephone
262-367-1010.

Submit an item 
for consideration
Do you have an item or

collection of items that could
be shared in a future news-
paper column? Let Barbara
Eash hear about it!

To have your item or col-
lection considered send the
following information: up to
three, sharp, well-lit photos
of front & back of the
item(s), measurements as
well as any history or
hearsay, length of ownership
and your full name, address
and daytime phone number.
Mail: Waukesha Antique
Shop, ATTN Barbara Eash,
1427 E. Racine, Ave. Unit E-
2, Waukesha, WI 53186 or
e m a i l : b e a p p r a i s a l s @
gmail.com. If your item(s)
are considered for a future
column, we will contact you.
No photos can be returned
and no purchase of items
will occur.

(Barbara Eash is a
member of the Certified
Appraisers Guild of
America, specializing in
appraisals of antiques and
collectibles and has exten-
sive experience writing and
speaking about antiques.)

Collectors have an edge with antique knife boxes 
Handle vintage World War I poster with care

How to get YOUR news in The Freeman
The Freeman wants your community news! We will publish the happenings at your schools and community groups
– as well as everyday items – in this space on Page 2. But we need your help to get these announcements and
pictures published. Submissions must be typed or emailed. No handwritten submissions will be accepted. Please
send news items and photos to: news@conleynet.com

BARBARA
EASH

Antiques Appraised
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When It Comes to Water, 
One Call Does It All!

20880 W. Enterprise Ave., Brookfield
www.snkpump.com

✔ All Plumbing Repairs & Installation 
✔ Water Heaters (Standard & Tankless)

✔ Well & Sump Pumps 
✔ Pressure Tanks ✔ Drain Cleaning

259324014

COMPLETE WELL PUMP &
PLUMBING SERVICE

Residential • Commercial 
• Industrial

WATER CONDITIONING, FILTRATION & PURIFICATION

24 Hr. Emergency Service

262-782-7190
SATURDAY, JULY 21 

5:30 - 11PM
DOWNTOWN HARTLAND

300 Cottonwood Ave., Suite 12
262-367-7059 • hartland-wi.org

THE LOVEMONKEYS 
7:00 - 11:00 PM

261070001

FAMILY FUN 
5:30 - 8:30 PM

Treats, Rock Wall 
and Bounce House

REFRESHMENTS
5:30 - 11:00 PM

(NO CARRY-INS)
TIM URBAN

5:30 - 7:00 PM

2018

260979003

Kitchens  |   Baths  |   Dens  |   Cabins  |   Off ices  |   Rec Rooms

Work With Experienced
Design Professionals

“We Specialize in Cabinetry”
1005 Richards Road, Hartland | 262.367.9439

www.kitchencreators.com

Cabinetry
For Every

Room,
Every

Budget!

260964001

We Beat All Big Box Stores and all Competitors  |  Visit Our Showroom By Appointment 

SHOWROOM
CLOSEOUT SALE
GOING ON NOW!

WE SPECIALIZE
IN NORCRAFT’S
MID CONTINENT

CABINETRY

Advertise in our annual 
Fall Fun Guide to promote your

business to almost 52,000 
households in Waukesha County.

Readers of all ages will use the
Fall Fun Guide to map out their
family-fun activities this autumn. 

Be sure to get your business 
featured inside!

Contact us today for details! 
262-542-2501

Ad deadline: Wednesday, August 8
Publishes: September 2018

Let your business 
fl ourish this fall!

Submit your event for 
the Fall Fun Guide!
Calling all area organizations with 

special fall events planned. The Freeman 
is compiling its annual Fall Fun Guide. 

Events from Labor Day through
 Thanksgiving can be submitted to 

news@conleynet.com.

Include “Fall Fun Guide Event” in subject line. 
Be sure to include the name of event, time and 

date it will be held, the location and website 
or phone number for more information. Some 

event suggestions include art shows, church and 
community festivals, craft fairs, farmer’s markets, 

theater and music concerts. 

Deadline for submissions
is Friday, August 3

Creating a ripple effect 
to help others

By Rebecca Seymour    
Special to the Enterprise

OCONOMOWOC — A
group of 120 kayakers dipped
their paddles into the crystal
clear waters of Oconomo-
woc’s Fowler Lake on June 24
to help support the Bryon
Riesch Paralysis Founda-
tion’s 4th annual Kayak 4 a
Cure. 

Established in 2001, the
Waukesha-based nonprofit
organization has raised
more than $4 million to help
fund research and support
individuals suffering from
paralysis due to spinal cord
injury and other neurologi-
cal disorders.

Overall, the event raised
more than $12,000 this year.  

Kayak 4 a Cure was found-
ed by Jason Hall as a fun way
to raise money and aware-
ness for the Bryon Riesch
Paralysis Foundation, as
well as provide an opportuni-
ty for people with paralysis
to safely get out on the water
in adaptive kayaks. 

The Milwaukee Chapter of
Team River Runner helped
provide the specially modi-
fied kayaks so that seven peo-
ple with spinal cord injuries
were able to join in, right
along with the large group of
paddlers, as they made their
way across Fowler Lake, up
the Oconomowoc River to
Oconomowoc Lake and back. 

“It was an amazing day!
We got everyone in the water
and we all had a great time.
Not only did we have a
record-breaking amount of
kayakers, we also had about
30 people on land supporting
us. I know we more than met
our goal of raising $12,000,”
said Hall.

Sherper’s of Oconomowoc
partnered with Kayak 4 a
Cure, providing 45 kayaks
free of charge for partici-
pants to use during the
fundraiser. 

“This is an awesome event
and it’s really cool that we
can be involved and partner
with this organization. It
really means a lot to the indi-
viduals who can now partici-
pate in this sport with modi-

fied kayaks and we’re so glad
we can be a part of it,” said
Nate Sherper.

Mullen’s Dairy Bar of
Watertown also set up a tent
near the boat launch offering
complimentary ice cream to
Kayak 4 a Cure supporters
and Kunde Healthcare Ser-
vices sponsored pizza and
beverages at Rosati’s to cap
off the successful event.  

“I’m so grateful to every-
one who helped me get on the
water with a kayak for the
very first time. I wouldn’t be
able to do it otherwise and it
showed me what’s possible,”
said Debi Schwid of Milwau-
kee.       

Lifting others up
Hall grew up in

Oconomowoc and graduated
from OHS in 1994. A diving
accident in 1995 when he
was a college freshman at
LaCrosse left him paralyzed
from the chest down.  

Today, Hall is the market-
ing and fulfillment services
representative at Pantheon
Industries, a nonprofit
organization located in
Oconomowoc and New
Berlin which creates employ-

ment opportunities for indi-
viduals with disabilities. 

“The biggest thing for me
is the support of my family
and friends and it’s impor-
tant for me to help support
other people with spinal cord
injuries. It’s pretty cool to
see all the kayaks in the
water and people will realize
what we can do together,” he
added.

The joy that Hall and his
wife, Cheri, their families,
friends and many other vol-
unteers shared during
Kayak 4 a Cure was conta-
gious as sounds of laughter
shared between paddlers
floated across the waters of
Fowler Lake.

“Events like this help us
get closer and closer to find-
ing a cure for paralysis,” said
Janet Curtis, development
director for the Bryon Riesch
Paralysis Foundation.
“When I see all the phenome-
nal support we have for
Jason and people in
wheelchairs I really feel
blessed.”

For more information
about the BRPF, including
upcoming events, visit
www.brpf.org.

Kayak 4 a Cure raises funds and awareness 
for people with spinal cord injuries

Rebecca Seymour/Special to the Freeman

The 4th annual Kayak 4 a Cure brought 120 kayakers onto
Oconomowoc’s Fowler Lake on June 24. Kayak 4 a Cure was
founded by Oconomowoc native Jason Hall, pictured left in red
kayak, as a fun way to raise money and awareness for the
Bryon Riesch Paralysis Foundation, as well as provide an
opportunity for people with paralysis to safely get out on the
water in adaptive kayaks. Sherper’s of Oconomowoc partnered
with Kayak 4 a Cure, providing 45 kayaks free of charge for
participants to use during the fundraiser.

Local school districts eyeing
up trauma care training, kits

By Ashley Haynes
ahaynes@conleynet.com

262-513-2681

PEWAUKEE — Positive-
ly Pewaukee, a nonprofit
with the goal of making
Pewaukee a premiere des-
tination, has taken on the
mission of fundraising
$26,000 for lifesaving trau-
ma kits. The price tag
would cover 200 kits, one
for every Pewaukee School
District classroom, at $130
per kit.

The kits, which include
equipment like tourni-
quets and pressure ban-
dages, will be purchased to

align with trauma care
and bleeding control train-
ing set to take place in 2018
with all Pewaukee School
District staff.

“Our full staff will be
trained for the first time
this fall,” said Superinten-
dent Mike Cady. “We do
train all of our staff on
CPR and AED (automated
external defibrillator)
when they are hired, but
this will be a new level of
training.”

Cady explained that
there will also be a
refresher to the trauma
care training all district
staff members receive
later on in the year. The
training will be given in
partnership with the
Pewaukee Fire Depart-
ment and Pewaukee Police
Department, and it will
follow Tactical Emergency
Casualty Care guidelines.

With the help of these
partners, the Pewaukee
School District was able to

select the trauma kit that
will work best for it.

Positively Pewaukee will
be handling the donations
and will purchase the kits
for the school. If you
would like to purchase
a kit, send a check to:
Positively Pewaukee, 120
W. Wisconsin Ave., Pewau-
kee, WI 53072.

For more information,
email Elaine Kroening
at elaine@positively
pewaukee.com. 

All donations are tax-
deductible.

Pewaukee isn’t the only
school district eyeing up
such equipment.

In the Oconomowoc Area
School District, First Bank
Financial Centre has
donated $1,200 in support
of Stop The Bleed triage
kits. The money is also set
to be used for kits district-
wide.

More information on
OASD’s triage kits is slat-
ed to be unveiled this fall.

Positively
Pewaukee

behind drive 
for 200 kits 
for schools
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Like us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/WaukeshaFreeman

Follow us on Twitter:
www.twitter.com/WaukeshaFreeman

Southeastern Wisconsin’s source for all things weddings. 
Featuring helpful articles and local wedding vendor information 
from Washington, Ozaukee, Waukesha and Milwaukee counties.

AllThingsWeddings.net
Planning a wedding? Visit our new website:

FRIDAY NIGHT HAPPY HOUR
6-9PM • All Concessions 1/2 Price

courtesy of:

Raised Hunting
and More
Outdoor

Celebrities.

The First 2,000 Attendees Each DayReceive a FREE Legendary Whitetails$12 Gift Card and Goodie Bag" 

Lake Country Children’s
Theater offers enrichment

for kids and adults
By Chris Bennett
Special to The Freeman

TOWN OF MERTON — A
miracle occurs among a
small band of children and
adults each summer in Lake
Country.

It sounds as though it’s
the plot of a fantastic play
or stage production. If
that’s where your mind
wandered, it didn’t wander
far from the truth.

Nicole Johnson is amazed
that the children of Lake
Country, along with some
committed and talented
adults, stage a play from the
ground up in one week each
summer.

Johnson is the board pres-
ident of the Lake Country
Children’s Theater. She said
the LCCT stages its whirl-
wind of a play each summer
in collaboration with the
Prairie Fire Children’s
Theatre, which is based in
Barrett, Minn.

A summer adventure 
Earlier this summer, the

LCCT staged “The Wizard of
Oz” at Arrowhead High
School’s North Campus
Theater in the Town of Mer-
ton. Auditions took place on
a Monday. Those selected to
grace the stage practiced
Tuesday through Friday
and then staged perfor-
mances on Friday and
Sunday.

“It was a lot of fun,” John-
son said. “The directors
who lead the shows know
what they’re doing to lead
kids. They manage a cast of
anywhere from 50 to 75 kids,
and they do it brilliantly.

“They get a lot confidence
by being able to be on stage.
The shows are set up in a
way that they can learn the
show and perform it in a
week.”

Prairie Fire’s collabora-
tion with the LCCT dates to
1997. “Pinocchio”, “Beauty
& the Beast”, “Tom
Sawyer”, “Snow White”,
“Cinderella”, “Jack and the
Beanstalk”, “Peter Pan”,
“Robin Hood”, and “Alice in
Wonderland” are among the
productions presented over
the years.

Dedication to theater, art
The LCCT does not exist

to shine just one week each
summer. According to its
website, the organization
grew out of some talk in
1983 among some theater
aficionados who wanted to
help children foster an
appreciation for theater
and its related arts.

The stated goals of the
LCCT are to increase
awareness of and apprecia-
tion of the fine arts among
adults and children of the
Lake Country area; to coor-
dinate an annual season of
theater experiences; and to
develop expanded theater
programming for skill
development.

Johnson said she’s served
as board president for
about one year and counts
five years of involvement
with the theater company.
Her oldest daughter has
been in LCCT productions
for about five years.

Upcoming productions
The LCCT offers three

children-friendly plays
each season.

On Nov. 3 the theater
department from Universi-
ty of Wisconsin-Whitewa-
ter will stage “Devon’s
Hurt.” Devon is an 8-year-
old boy in the midst of a
bad day that keeps getting
worse. The play touches on
how to deal with feelings,
resolve conflict and become
someone’s friend.

On Feb. 23 of next year

ArtsPower National Tour-
ing Theatre, which is based
in Cedar Grove, N.J., will
present “Madeline and The
Bad Hat.” The play is based
on the children’s book of
the same name by Ludwig
Bemelmans. Madeline is
forced to deal with a new,
unruly neighbor in a young
boy named Pepito in the
story and play.

Johnson said the LCCT is
finalizing the third play of
its upcoming season, and
details will be forthcoming.
Ticket information is avail-
able on the LCCT’s web-
s i t e , w w w. l a k e c o u n t r y
childrenstheater.org.

In the near future, the
LCCT will be holding its
Summer Improv Boot
Camp. All camps are at
Lake Country School, 1800
Vettleson Road in Hartland.

The cost of each camp is
$40. The camp on July 21 is
for those in third through
fifth grade and the camp on
July 28 is for students in
the sixth through eighth
grades. The camp on Aug.
11 is for high-schoolers.

Each workshop begins at
10 a.m. and concludes at
7:30 p.m. The house opens
at 6 p.m. and a show that
displays the day’s work
begins at 6:30 p.m. 

Johnson said the LCCT is
always looking for more
members of its board and
help is always needed to
stage theater of the quality
expected from the LCCT.
Call 262-361-3422 for more
information.

Submitted photo

Lake Country Children’s Theater cast members perform “The
Wizard of Oz.”

SkipperBud’s donates pontoon
for Badges and Buddies program

By Brandon Anderegg
banderegg@conleynet.com

262-513-2657

CITY OF PEWAUKEE —
Boat dealer SkipperBud’s
donated a pontoon boat to
the City of Pewaukee Badges
and Buddies program, said
Todd Rieper, SkipperBud’s
regional vice president.

Rieper said SkipperBud’s
views the program as a great
way to get people involved in
boating. He also said the
company enjoys getting
involved because the pro-
gram is a real positive for
the community. This is the
second time SkipperBud’s
has donated a boat to Badges
and Buddies, Rieper said.

“It’s a really good program

and we’d like to keep it
going,” Rieper said. “It
keeps the kids involved in a
positive manner with the
police department and
enjoying an activity that
we’re involved with, which
is boating.”

Badges and Buddies is a
City of Pewaukee program
that connects kids with local
law enforcement to create
positive learning experi-
ences while fishing, bowling
and archery shooting, said
Waukesha Sheriff’s Depart-
ment Lt. Brian Ripplinger.

Deputies also add to the
experience by guiding chil-
dren in the safe use of equip-
ment while educating them
about the importance and
benefits of conservation as a

tool to promote the health of
resources and wildlife.

The program also connects
local businesses with law
enforcement, which gives
them the opportunity to dis-
cuss and answer questions
about police services in the
community.

Ripplinger said the pro-
gram was an extension of a
previous program that exist-
ed in 2010 when the city had
a police department. He’s
looking forward to the
Badges and Buddies commu-
nity event on August 8 in
Nettesheim Park, he said.

“We occasionally get
Flight for Life to come,”
Ripplinger said. “So they
land in the park and the kids
can tour the helicopter.”

CITY OF PEWAUKEE

Photo courtesy of Delafield Chamber of Commerce

Delafield chamber welcomes Beer Snobs
DELAFIELD — The Delafield Chamber of Commerce recently welcomed Hartland business
Beer Snobs Ale & Eats as a new member. Beer Snobs Ale & Eats, 122 Cottonwood Ave.,
serves a selection of craft beers and food in a fun and friendly atmosphere.
Pictured from left are: Dr. Brandon Meye, DC, Lake Country Health Center — Dr. Daniel
Murray & Associates; Samantha Parent, Delafield Brewhaus; Scott Steinhorst, Wintrust;
Steve Berger, owner of Beer Snobs; Jeff Stoll, Stolley’s Hogg Alley; Clark Chiaverotti, State
Farm agent; and Nick Sanders, Revere’s Wells Street Tavern.
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FARMERS’ MARKET

FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE

Every Saturday now thru October 27, 8 a.m. until noon, along the Fox River.
www.waukeshafarmersmarket.com
Shop more than 150 Vendors for organic produce, artisan breads, fresh bakery, hot specialty foods, flowers, honey, salsa,
handmade goods and more.
WAUKESHA STATE BANK PARKING LOT located on the corner of Madison St. & St. Paul Ave.

Eight Street Stages of Local Musicians. www.waukeshafridaynightlive.com
Every Friday thru August 24, 6:30-9p.m.

www.livelovewaukesha.com
Brought to you by the WDBA • Waukesha Downtown Business Association

Summer in Downtown Waukesha!

261083002
Check out the outdoor dining and unique shopping available every day.

W A U K E S H A
A R T G A L L E R Y S A L E

380 W. MAIN ST.
WAUKESHA, WI • 262-780-1191

Sale AUGUST 9, 10 & 11
20% OFF

Come see our newly designed gallery!

See you in August at 380 W. Main St. Waukesha

261083001

www.livelovewaukesha.com

SO YOU WANT TO SING AT...

Here’s Your Chance
DOWNTOWN WAUKESHA FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE

Music by:
Brian’s ‘ROCKSTAR’ DJ/Karaoke Show

Located on Broadway at 
The 5 Points Pub & Sweets

Join The Freeman as we host

August 17, 2018
6:30 - 9:00 pm

gmtoday.com • 262.542.2500

The FREEMAN
A Trusted Tradition since 1859

261216001

Looking for Local Reviews?

SUBSCRIBE AT:

(262) 542-2500 OR

www.gmtoday.com/wfpromo

Has Them Every Thursday

The FREEMAN
Waukesha County’s Daily Newspaper

Questions need answering for
Packers to rebound in 2018

By Rob Reischel
Freeman Correspondent

GREEN BAY — Summer is short — at least
for players in the National Football League.

Amazingly, Baltimore’s rookies report for
training camp on July 11. And in Green Bay,
both veterans and rookies reported July 25.

When the Packers do arrive, they’ll be
under immense pressure to rebound from
their dreadful 2017 campaign.

In every way imaginable, the Packers went
backward a year ago. Green Bay failed to
reach the postseason for the first time since
2008, and its 7-9 record was the second worst
of Mike McCarthy’s 12 seasons.

And after reaching the NFC Champi-
onship game in both 2014 and 2016, the Pack-
ers were eliminated from the playoffs by mid-
December.

Green Bay could be poised for a bounce
back season, though.

The Packers return nine starters on each
side of the ball and addressed several posi-
tions of weakness in free agency. Most
importantly, though, quarterback Aaron
Rodgers returns after missing more than
half of last season with a broken collarbone.

If the Packers are going to rebound in 2018,
here are five questions they still must answer
during training camp.

1. Has the market been cornered?
Green Bay set franchise marks for futility

in 2017 in opponent’s passer rating (102) and
completion percentage (67.8 percent). 

So the Packers drafted cornerbacks Jaire
Alexander of Louisville in Round 1 and Josh
Jackson of Iowa in Round 2. Veteran corners
Tramon Williams and Davon House were
signed in free agency, and second-year man
Kevin King could be poised for a breakout
year.

The Packers need some combination of
this group to step up and help fix a pass
defense that’s been dreadful the last two
years.

“We haven’t played very well the past two
years, and it hasn’t necessarily been because
of lack of talent,” said defensive passing
game coordinator Joe Whitt Jr. “People have
gotten hurt, or this or that or the third
(thing), but that’s in the past. What we’re
focused on right now are these men trying to
play championship-style football.”

2. Who’s the No. 3 receiver?
Davante Adams, who signed a four-year,

$58 million contract extension last December,
and veteran Randall Cobb are the top two
wideouts. But after that, this positional
group is wide open.

The Packers drafted rookies J’Mon Moore,
Marquez Valdes-Scantling and
Equanimeous St. Brown to potentially fill the
void.

“All three of them have really flashed some
nice skill sets, you know what I mean?” Pack-
ers’ offensive coordinator Joe Philbin said
during minicamp. “They’ve got some size,
some range, good athletic ability, they can
move.”

The rookies will battle holdovers Geroni-
mo Allison, Trevor Davis, Michael Clark and
DeAngelo Yancey for roster spots.

3. Where’s the rush?
Clay Matthews and Nick Perry are solid

starters at outside linebacker. Matthews is
the Packers’ all-time sack leader with 80 and
Perry has 18 sacks in the last two years. But
Perry has never played a full 16-game season,
and Matthews has played 16 games just twice
in a nine-year career.

If one of the two goes down — which has
happened virtually every year — there’s lit-
tle proven depth on the roster. Green Bay
largely ignored the outside linebacker posi-
tion in the draft, while holdovers Kyler Fack-
rell, Vince Biegel and Reggie Gilbert have
proven little.

“Obviously, you look at the depth at the
outside linebacker position, and it’s not that
great,” Matthews said in May. “At some time
I’m sure it will be addressed, but for the time
being the guys we have here are the guys who
have to hold up their end of the bargain.”

4. Will the safeties step up?
Green Bay’s safety group remains the most

unsettled unit on the team. 
Ha Ha Clinton-Dix, who’s in the final year

of his rookie contract, should be the leader
now that Morgan Burnett left in free agency.
But Clinton-Dix skipped the non-mandatory
OTAs due to a family situation and his unre-
solved contract, which could prove detrimen-
tal down the road. 

Second-year man Josh Jones is the front-
runner at the other safety spot. But Jones
struggled mightily in 2017 and will be pushed
by Kentrell Brice in training camp. In all,
there are far more questions than answers.

“I’m just looking forward to training camp,
when we can get all of our guys out there, in
pads, and evaluate them playing real foot-
ball,” defensive coordinator Mike Pettine
said.

5. Does Aaron Rodgers have another
MVP in him?

Two-time MVP Aaron Rodgers remains
one of the best quarterbacks in football. But
the Packers desperately need him to stay
healthy to have any chance at making noise
in the NFC. 

Rodgers broke his left collarbone in 2013
and his right collarbone in 2017. Counting
the games Rodgers was injured, Green Bay is
5-12-1 without its Pro Bowl quarterback.

Rodgers followed his injury-plagued 2013
season with an MVP season in 2014. If
Rodgers can have a similar bounce back sea-
son, the Packers might contend for NFC
supremacy once again.

“Obviously, I wasn’t there last year, so it
was disappointing,” Rodgers said of 2017.
“But there’s things you can control and
things you can’t control. We’ll try to control
the things to get myself ready to go and
ready to play 16 games.”

Additions at
cornerback
will be key

PACKERS

By Chuck Delsman
Freeman Correspondent

MONCHES — At the start of
the season in late April, the
Monches Irish had one simple
goal. They wanted to capture
one of the three playoff berths
in the Land O’ Lakes Western
Division baseball league. But
gaining one of those coveted
spots in the seven-team Lake
Country Division is not an
easy task.

A case can be made that five
of the six best teams in the
entire 14-team,  two-division
league call the Lake Country
Division home. Besides
Monches, other serious con-
tenders are perennial power-
houses Brookfield Bulldogs,
Sussex, Pewaukee and Lan-
non. Two of those teams are
going to come up short when
the regular season ends the
second weekend of August.

Monches doesn’t want to be
one of those teams looking in
from the outside.

“We’ve got a good group of
young guys who are very good
baseball players and have a lot
of fun playing together,” said
veteran Irish manager Pat
Smith. “So far the season is
going good. We lost some close
games early and that put us
back a little in the standings.
Plus, we’ve played a tough
schedule so far. If we can fin-
ish strong, I think we’ve got a
good chance at making the
playoffs. But to do that we’re
going to have to keep playing
well.”

After the All-Star break,
Monches is 6-6 and fourth in
the Lake Country Division.

“The good news for us this
year so far is that we’re beat-
ing the teams that we should
be beating,” Smith said. “All
five of our losses have come to
the  Bulldogs, Pewaukee and
Sussex. They are the top three
teams in the league. But from
here on out we’ve got to win a
lot of games.”

Monches is putting one of
its best teams in franchise his-
tory on the field this summer.
They’ve got solid pitching,
good hitting up and down the
lineup and solid defense. With
a break or two, they could be
sitting with a 9-2 record.

They’ve lost twice to the
Bulldogs by scores of 6-4 and 7-
4 and lost to visiting Sussex 5-
4. Their only two bad losses
came to Sussex by a 14-5 score

and to Pewaukee by a 13-4 mar-
gin. To their credit, the three
teams they’ve lost to have com-
piled a composite record of 44-
13.

Pitching is solid with the
trio of right-handers Andy
Smith and Andrew Tucci and
left-hander Andrew Gibbons.
Smith, the son of the manager,
has been outstanding so far
this year, sporting one of the
best ERAs in the league. 

At the plate, the Irish are
solid from one through nine.
At the All-Star break, Eric Paz
leads that list at .471. He’s fol-
lowed by Tanner Williams at
.417, Brady Williams at .417,
Benny Serres at .400 and Mitch
Dubnicka at .325.

That list doesn’t include
catcher T.J. Roberts, their
most productive run producer
and home run hitter the last
four seasons. In the last three
years, Roberts has the second-
most RBIs in the Western Divi-
sion and the sixth highest
number of home runs. Dub-
nicka and Roberts are tied for

third place this year in the RBI
race with 13 each.

“This year we have a hand-
ful of college kids that have
been sticking around lately
and that helps a lot,” Roberts
said. “And our infield, those
guys are smooth and they all
hit the ball, too. The last cou-
ple of games we put 17 and 19
runs  on the board and those 19
came against Milwaukee. And
they’ve got a good team. Every-
body’s rolling and we’re jelling
in the dugout. Plus, it’s nice
winning games. This is easily
the best team we’ve had since
I’ve been here.”

As for the rest of the season,
there’s no doubt the Irish have
to finish strong to grab one of
those playoff berths.

“Our guys are playing well
and we’re going to have to
keep playing that way to be
part of the playoffs,” the
Monches manager said.
“We’ve got a good team this
year. It’s fun coaching these
guys. They all love to play
baseball.”

Irish in fourth place in Lake Country Division

Monches has sights set on playoffs
LAND O’ LAKES

Freeman file photo

Monches’ Andy Smith pitches during a game in 2015. The Irish
have high hopes on making the Land O’ Lakes Western Division
playoffs this season.
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