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ComfortKeepers.com

(414) 858-9400
Waukesha & Milwaukee Counties

Employment Hot Line:
(414) 858-9343

©2018 CK Franchising, Inc.. An international network, where most offices independently owned and operated.

COMFORT KEEPERS® WISH ALL SENIORS
A HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!

In-Home Care Services

Ester grew up in Oconto Falls
and moved to Milwaukee
when she was 18. Ester met
her husband on a blind date.
After having a military
wedding, they were blessed
with five children.

After selling her home, Ester’s
family did not want her to be
alone. Her daughter-in law
had used Comfort Keepers®

in the past for her own mother
and decided to call for a
caregiver/companion for Ester.

Looking forward to someone
coming to brighten your day,
is very important for seniors,
where mobility and health
issues are part of daily living.

Comfort Keepers® matched
Bernestine with Ester, and a
friendship was born. Ester
stated, “We get along so well,
she treats me like a queen.
Bernestine is trusting, cooks
well, and treats me like I’m a
big-shot. She really is like a
sister to me.”

Comfort Keepers® helps
make senior’s lives better
helping seniors stay
independent which in turn
improves quality of life.
Thanks Bernestine for being a
Comfort Keepers® caregiver!

Keeping the Comforts of Home™

Caregivers are Comfort
Keepers® best assets, they are
screened, bonded isured and

are continuously trained.
The Mellers’ offices promise 
to treat you as one of our 

own family members.

#1 Best Senior Care
Agency in America
Comfort Keepers®, a Sodexo
Brand, has more than 750
Franchises. In 2015, the 
company was ranked as the 
#1 franchise network in the
Senior Care Segment by
Entrepreneur Magazine.

The FREEMAN
P

R
S

R
T S

TD
U

S
 P

O
S

TAG
E

 PA
ID

W
AU

K
E

S
H

A
, W

I
P

E
R

M
IT N

O
.3

Brookfield & Elm Grove
T H I S  M O N T H

MAY 2018

Joe
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reflects
on his
career
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New look, new
name at Country
Springs Hotel
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the
bride!
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Don’t miss our ad inside with special offers
at our New Delafield location!
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New story for Old Glory at cemetery

By Chris Bennett
Special to The Freeman

After more than three
decades in the cemetery
business Garrett Rose
admits no one celebrates
Memorial Day weekend
quite like Wisconsin Memo-
rial Park.

Rose is Wisconsin Memo-
rial Park’s general manager.
The facility is located at
13235 W. Capitol Drive in
Brookfield.

Wisconsin Memorial Park
is best known throughout
southeast Wisconsin for the
vigor with which it com-
memorates the time annual-
ly reserved to recall those
who gave their lives in
defense of democracy and
America.

Memorial Day weekend at
Wisconsin Memorial Park
consists of concerts, memo-
rial services, historical dis-
plays, food and array of
other festivities. The mood
is made even more com-
pelling by the more than
1,500 flags that decorate the
grounds.

Rose said more than more
than 4,000 people typically
come through Wisconsin
Memorial Park during
Memorial Day weekend. It is
his solemn responsibility to
deliver a Memorial Day
experience unlike any other
that is compelling Rose to
act.

Fewer flags will adorn
Wisconsin Memorial Park
this coming Memorial Day.
In an odd bit of irony, some-
thing at a cemetery — the
final resting place for those
bid an earthly farewell —
wore out and must itself be
put to rest.

“We’ve come to a point
where many of these flags

are unsuitable to fly, accord-
ing to the United States Gov-
ernment’s Flag Code,” Rose
said. “Either they’re ripped,
or torn, or faded.”

Rose said staff at Wiscon-
sin Memorial Park inspect-
ed the flags following Memo-
rial Day 2017 and removed
about 400 from the collec-
tion. About 1,000 to 1,100
will fly this coming Memori-
al Day weekend as the
memorial park starts work-
ing through the process of
replacing tattered flags.

“My concern coming into
this Memorial Day is for
those families who come are
expecting to see their grand-
father’s flag flying, and it
will not be here,” Rose said.
“We’ve done our best to

reach out to
these fami-
lies.”

“Our records
going back 30
or 40 years are
good, but peo-
ple move, and
phone num-
bers change.

We are simply unable to
reach all these families to
get the word about what we
are doing.”

The United States Flag
Code is a federal law that
defines the display and care
of the national flag of the
United States of America.
The code dictates that flags
be removed from service and
disposed of in a respectful
manner when its condition

prevents it from being suit-
able to represent the United
States of America.

New flags coming
Rose and his staff will

have new flag poles and flags
ready for those families who
choose to purchase the
replacements. The previous
cotton flags will be replaced
polyester flags and alu-
minum poles.

The original flags — some
of which are being cycled
out of service — were
draped on caskets to honor
the deceased’s service to the
United States and donated
by loved ones of veterans
interred at Wisconsin
Memorial Park.

“The really important

thing, for me, is to express
the reason why we’re doing
this,” Rose said. “We are ful-
filling the Flag Code and
respectfully honoring past
and present veterans with
flying flags that truly honor
our veterans.”

Wisconsin Memorial Park
was founded in 1929 and
stakes a claim as being one
of the more beautiful, presti-
gious cemeteries in Wiscon-
sin and the United States.

The facility is on 146 pas-
toral acres that are populat-
ed with maple, oak, ash,
birch and pine trees, as well
as many species of animals.
Wisconsin Memorial Park
features four chapels, two
outdoor spaces for services,
and an art collection.

Wisconsin Memorial Park replacing worn flags ahead of Memorial Day

Submitted photo 

Wisconsin Memorial Park is in the process of replacing tattered flags as Memorial Day approaches. Garrett Rose, general man-
ager of the cemetery, said it’s a matter of respect and honoring veterans.

Garrett
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Voted #1 Hearing Care Centers 
3 years in a row!

Representing and servicing ALL major brands of Hearing Aids. 
FREE 60 day trial and FREE batteries for life with EVERY purchase.

www.harthearingcare.com

$1000 OFF
All Wireless Technology

Per pair of hearing devices or 
$500 off per hearing device.

Cannot be combined with any other discounts.
Offer expires 6/30/2018. Off of MSRP

$2000 OFF
trade in value of your hearing aids

towards a premium pair of Hearing aids

$1000 OFF
trade-in value on one Hearing Aid.
Cannot be combined with any other discounts.

Offer expires 6/30/2018. Off of MSRP

Your top choice in hearing care for the last 3 years in a row, has 
now added a 3rd location in Delafield to serve you better.

“Your hearing loss is more than a minor inconvenience.
Start hearing the difference you’ve been missing.”

LAKE COUNTRY
2722 Heritage Drive • Delafield, WI 53018

262-912-0608

EAST
11030 N. Port Washington Rd. • Mequon, WI 53092

262.240.0288

WEST
15425 W. National Ave. • New Berlin, WI 53151

262.782.3400

Hearing
Aids and
Bacon
Breakfast
Series

Call to reserve your spot or sign
up on our website 

www.harthearingcare.com

• May 17th • June 21st • July 19th 
• August 16th • September 20th 
• October 18th • November 15th

Come Join us for     
FREE breakfast!

Meet our staff, bring a guest and    
get all of your questions answered!
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Inside

1505 Hwy 164 South * Waukesha, WI 53186
262-521-2100 * www.ilovethefrontporch.com

The

Front Porch

10,000 sq ft

Across from the Waukesha WOODMAN’S

Front Porch

BIG NEWS! * BIG NEWS! * BIG NEWS!

is having a SALE

Boutique * Boutique * Boutique

Women’s Clothing (Plus Sizes, too!)
Purses * Sterling Jewelry * Readers

Scarves * Fashion Jewelry

of inspiration!

Realistic Silk Florals
Home Decor

Greenery & Succulents
Unique Gifts & Cards

Vintage & Paint

The

3  O0% FF
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15% OFF
Boutique Items

We will only be OPEN regular hours

‘TILL Memorial Weekend!

So get in NOW & get your 
Front Porch FIX! haha

Then we will be closed for the summer 
(except for ONE EVENT WEEKEND per month!

Then we will be
REOPENING
regular hours 

mid Sept-end of the year 
for Fall & Christmas season!

Time to get rid of all our SPRING/SUMMER inventory!

Beer gardens returning to county
parks this summer

By Katherine
Michalets

kmichalets@conleynet.com
262-513-2644

WAUKESHA — When
the days finally warm
up, area residents will
want to celebrate and
they’ll be able to do that
at one of the numerous
beer gardens planned for
Waukesha County parks
this summer.

Raised Grain Brewing
Co. is again partnering
with Waukesha County
Parks to hold the beer
gardens, which will kick
off May 14 at Eble Park,
19400 W. Bluemound
Road, Brookfield. The
kickoff will include
three days of events to
celebrate the opening of
the beer garden season
and the 30th anniversary
of Eble Park.

Tthere will be triple
the number of beer gar-
den locations in 2018,
custom beer steins avail-
able and new food and
entertainment options
for patrons. 

“This year’s beer gar-
den season brings a lot
of new experiences for
Waukesha County fami-
lies,” said Nick Reistad
of Raised Grain Brew-
ing Co. in a statement.
“In addition to new loca-
tions, music, and activi-
ties, the season is kick-
ing off with a big open-
ing weekend celebra-
tion.”

All Pop-Up Beer Gar-
den locations will be
open Thursday and Fri-
day from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m.,

and Saturday from 3 p.m.
to 9 p.m. A rotating list
of five of Raised Grain’s
beers will be on tap, and
custom beer steins will
be available for pur-
chase. The Pop-Up Beer
Gardens will also have
food trucks, yard games
and music. Some parks
have swimming access
and playgrounds.

In addition, the Pop-Up
Beer Garden is expand-
ing to nine Waukesha
County Park locations in
2018 from three in 2017.
Minooka, Fox Brook and
Naga-Waukee Parks will
continue to host beer
gardens, and Muskego,
Menomonee, Fox River,
Nashotah, Mukwonago
and Eble Parks will
host their first beer
garden events this sea-
son.

“The Pop-Up Beer Gar-
dens draw more people
into our parks — some
for the first time — to
enjoy our wonderful
facilities,” said Wauke-
sha County Executive
Paul Farrow in a state-
ment. Raised Grain, our
local brewery, has been
an excellent partner
in creating this enjoy-
able experience for all
ages.”

Annual sticker mem-
bers will have access to
the park, while day pass
visitors will receive a
beer token with their
daily entry pass ($6 for
entry and one token).

For full details on the
Pop-Up Beer Gardens,
visit rgbrewing.com/
beer-garden.

Kenny Yoo/Special to The Freeman

Raised Grain Brewing bartender Kasey Englebert pours some
beer during Waukesha County’s first beer garden kick off at
Minooka Park in Waukesha last summer. Below: The hands of
Waukesha County Executive Paul Farrow as he poured some
beer courtesy of Raised Grain Brewing Co. last summer, in cele-
bration of Waukesha’s first beer garden at Minooka Park.

More locations announced;
hours extended 

Elm Grove Easter egg
hunt springs indoors

Mary Catanese/Special to The Freeman

Emma Basel spreads eggs around the Community Room
of Elm Grove Village Hall on March 31 as the Easter Bunny
watches. The Elm Grove Junior Guild brought the annual
Easter Egg Hunt inside due to inclement weather.

Hailey Walter shows an egg to her father, Jeff, during the
Elm Grove Junior Guild’s annual Easter Egg Hunt on
March 31.
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262-542-2500
Hours: M-F  8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

801 N. Barstow St., P.O. Box 7,
Waukesha, WI 53187

The FREEMAN

How to reach us

Established in 1859 

Brookfield & Elm Grove
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If you have a news tip from the 
Brookfield/Elm Grove area, contact

Katherine Michalets at 513-2644
or news@conleynet.com

To advertise in “Brookfield & Elm Grove
This Month” call the advertising 
department at (262) 513-2624.

To  subscribe to the daily Freeman 
call 542-2500

FREEMAN MANAGEMENT
Bill Yorth - Publisher & Editor-in-Chief 513-2671

byorth@conleynet.com
Katherine Michalets - Managing Ed...513-2644

kmichalets@conleynet.com
Jim Baumgart - Freeman Group Ad Director..513-2621

jbaumgart@conleynet.com
Tim Haffemann - Circulation Director..513-2640   

thaffemann@conleynet.com
Patricia Scheel - Prepress Manager...513-2690   

pscheel@conleynet.com
Joe Rocha - Mailroom Supervisor.......513-2659   

jrocha@conleynet.com

NEWS DEPARTMENT
Local News - Katherine Michalets..... 513-2644

kmichalets@conleynet.com
Business - Katherine Michalets...........513-2644

kmichalets@conleynet.com
Sports - Pat Neumuth..........................513-2667

pneumuth@conleynet.com
Death Notices - Shana Duffy...............513-2618

obits@conleynet.com

Newsroom Fax..............................262-542-8259

CLASSIFIEDS: 542-2211  Hours:M -F  8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

PHOTO REPRINTS
Color reprints are $25 each. Call 542-2501

PAGE REPRINTS
Go to www.gmtoday.com/freemanreprints

The Freeman is printed on recycled newsprint.

Freeman 
subscription rates
• By in-county mail
13 weeks............$42
26 weeks............$78
52 weeks..........$144

• Out-of-county mail
13 weeks.............$57
26 weeks...........$111
52 weeks...........$216

Easy buy
.....$12 a month with
credit card

Electronic edition 
......$12 a month with
credit card

Circulation Dept.
To reach the Circulation Department call 
542-2501 or go to
www.gmtoday.com/wfhelp.
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EVERY SATURDAY
FROM MAY 5TH TO

OCTOBER 27TH

Hanging Baskets
Bedding Plants

Bakery / Cheese

Beef, Pork & Chicken
Eggs, Mushrooms &
Early Spring Veggies

• ARTS AND CRAFTS 
3rd Sat. of Each Month 

• Free Frequent Shopper 
Rewards Program 

• Gift Tokens & Market 
Totes for sale 

• WIC Approved

• SNAP/Foodshare EBT 

• Debit & PayPal Welcome!

OUR 28TH SEASON!

2000 N. Calhoun Road • 7:30am-Noon • 262-784-7804
info@brookfieldfarmersmarket.com • www.brookfieldfarmersmarket.com

To subscribe, call 262-542-2500 or go online at: gmtoday.com/subscribe 

The FREEMAN
A Trusted Tradition since 1859

A Trusted Tradition 
since 1859

Ever wonder why your local newspaper is called 

“The Freeman?” We get that question a lot. 

And we are proud of the answer.

Martin Cullaton founded The Freeman with the

support of abolitionists on March 29, 1859. 

Waukesha was an important stop on the 

underground railroad, which guided 

runaway slaves to freedom in Canada. 

The Freeman was founded 159 years ago 

to provide a voice for the anti-slavery movement.

The Freeman’s fighting spirit has continued during

its 159 years. The Freeman was a strong advocate 

for women’s right to vote. And the paper set a 

state precedent by winning a lawsuit that defined

open records law in Wisconsin.  

The Freeman continues to build on its legacy

today as the community watchdog 

and your local news source.  

Freeman wins 
WNA General

Excellence Award
WAUKESHA — For

the third time in 10
years, The Freeman has
won the first place Gen-
eral Excellence Award
from the Wisconsin
Newspaper Association
— the top award for its
circulation range.

On April 13, Publisher
& Editor in Chief Bill
Yorth accepted the
award on behalf of the
publication.

“Winning first place
for general excellence
in the Wisconsin News-
paper Association con-
test for the third time in
10 years shows The
Freeman’s consistent
commitment to produc-
ing a high-quality local
newspaper,” Yorth said.
“This is very well-
deserved recognition
for our hardworking
staff. I’m very proud of
them. The Freeman
team is dedicated to
serving our great com-
munity by providing
local news and informa-
tion essential to the
lives of our readers. As
The Freeman begins its
160th year, we are hon-
ored to be a part of the
paper’s rich heritage
and carry on a tradition
of excellence.”

The awards for work
done in 2016 and 2017
were announced during
the WNA’s annual con-
vention in Madison.

The General Excel-
lence Award is judged
on an overall evaluation
of the newspaper,
including quality of
writing, use of photos
and artwork, sports
pages, treatment of pub-
lic notices, and advertis-
ing design and layout. 

The Freeman also
won the award in 2008
and 2016.

In addition, The Free-
man won first place
awards in the advertis-
ing division. Colleen
Miller took a first place

award for “Best Grocery
Ad” and Pat Scheel got a
first place award for
“Best Use of Art Ser-
vice.” 

Night Editor Steve
Van Dien took second
place for “Best Head-
lines.”

Managing Editor
Katherine Michalets
said she was extremely
proud of the hard work
of The Freeman’s staff
and was pleased that it
was being recognized by
the WNA.

“We have a highly
committed, hardwork-
ing staff who give it
their all every day to
create the best newspa-
per possible for our
readers. To be recog-
nized by the WNA reit-
erates that we are doing
what we set out to do —
create a dynamic local
newspaper that upholds
The Freeman’s long his-
tory of journalism
excellence,” Michalets
said. 

— Freeman Staff

Photo by Katherine Michalets,
Freeman Staff

The Freeman took home
the first place General
Excellence Award from
the Wisconsin Newspa-
per Association for work
done in 2016 and 2017.
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*Rates are effective as of 4/6/2018. Limited time offer. $5000 minimum deposit required to open account and earn Annual Percentage Yield (APY). Certificate of Deposit (CD) offering a 2.10% APY has a term of 13 months. CD offering a 2.25% APY has a 
term of 20 months. Interest is compounded and paid quarterly. A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal. Withdrawals will reduce earnings. Fees may reduce earnings on the account. Rates are set at the bank’s discretion and may change at any 
time. We reserve the right to cancel or change the promotion at any time. Promotional CDs may renew into a different term. We send you a maturity notice prior to renewal. Please read it carefully. ©2018 Byline Bank. Member FDIC.

Choices are good.

13925 West North Avenue 
Brookfield, WI 53005

(262) 789-1011 

EHO

FEATURE
PROPERTY

BROOKFIELD
17340 Saint James Road

$865,000  PIN 51645

$1.2 BILLION CAREER SALES • $63 MILLION SOLD IN 2017

MARK PATTON  •  PAT BITTERBERG
JAMES RICCABONI  •  STEVE BAUMAN

25
86

03
00

8

262/289-2822
patton@shorewest.com
BITTERBERGGROUP@SHOREWEST.COM

LUXURY PORTFOLIO

BROOKFIELD
1400 Barrington Woods Drive

$575,000   PIN 00725

ELM GROVE LOT
14250 Creekwood Court

$199,900   PIN 69545

BROOKFIELD
21885 W. North Avenue
$449,900   PIN 81755

BROOKFIELD
4095 Stonewood Court
$349,500   PIN 18165

18 Full-size Doors On Display, Our Installers Are Licensed & Bonded

16’x7’, 25 Gauge...Non Insulated Steel $855

Lifetime
Door Co.

TRUCKLOAD SALE
on Garage Doors & Door Openers

Installed
Tax Included

$1055
• Other Sizes Available
• 2000 Garage Doors in Stock

Special! - Take down and haul away old door for FREE!
16x7 
SAVE $240 NOW

ORDER A LIFTMASTER 1/2 HP GARAGE DOOR
OPENER & GET 2 REMOTES & KEYPAD.

• Two-Sided Pre-Finished Galvanized Steel
• R-10 Insulated
• 5 colors to choose from 

12645 W. Townsend (2 blocks N. of Burleigh, enter off 124th St. only)

Free Estimate 

262-783-4004
Monday - Friday 7am-5pm

www.lifetimedoor.net 2
6

0
1

7
3

0
0

5

Model 8365 $355 Installed
Tax

Included

Full Year Warranty, parts and service on installed operators.

Mary Catanese/Special to The Freeman

Bunny and bubbles
Emma Luedke holds her new bunny, Ollie, while her sister Grace blows bubbles at home after
school recently. Ollie was adopted at the Humane Animal Welfare Society to replace Emma’s
8-year-old bunny that recently passed away. She wanted a bunny that was small and “Ollie
was so cute.”

Christmas Clearing Council
names new executive director 

By Cara Spoto
cspoto@conleynet.com 

262-513-2653

WAUKESHA — The
Christmas Clearing
Council of Waukesha
County has hired former
board member Sarah
Hein as its new executive
director. 

Hein assumed the post
on March 20, succeeding
Ruth Page Jones, who
held the job for 12 years. 

Hein is a 2002 graduate
of Carroll University,
where she earned a
degree in communica-
tion. She was a member
of the Christmas Clear-
ing House board of direc-
tors from 2004 to 2008 and
from 2014 to 2017. 

“I am excited to lead an
organization dedicated to
sharing the magic of
Christmas with children
across Waukesha Coun-
ty,” Hein said in a press
release issued Thursday.
“I’m also fortunate to be
able to work with a tal-
ented and dedicated

board of
directors to
help make
sure that
children in
f a m i l i e s
that are
s t r u g g l i n g
financial ly
are not for-

gotten at Christmas.”
Founded in 1959, the

Christmas Clearing
Council promotes and
coordinates giving to
families in need during
the Christmas season.

Becky Brock, president
of the charity’s board of
directors, said Hein was
the unanimous choice of

the board. 
“We are confident that

Sarah’s passion, dedica-
tion and leadership skills
will help us continue to
serve our clients. Her
experience on the board
and her vision for the
future of this organiza-
tion will help us remain a
vital resource for deserv-
ing families,” Brock said.

Hein lives in Merton
with her husband, Ben,
and their three sons. 

For more information
about the Christmas
Clearing Council, visit
c h r i s t m a s c l e a r i n g
council.org.

Like us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/WaukeshaFreeman

Follow us on Twitter:
www.twitter.com/WaukeshaFreeman

Hein 

Elmbrook district hosts
school safety forum 

By Ashley Haynes
ahaynes@conleynet.com

262-513-2681

BROOKFIELD — School
safety has inundated local
communities with concerns
and questions particularly
after the school shooting in
Parkland, Florida.  

To help address those
questions, Elmbrook School
District administrators and
members of local police
departments held a school
safety community forum
the last week of March at
Brookfield Central High
School. Topics included
how active shooter training
has changed over the last
decade-plus and how com-
munity members can be
proactive.

“I consistently wonder
and worry as a parent about
this new future we’re
preparing our kids for,”
said Superintendent Mark
Hansen. “This is the new
norm and I want you to rest
assured that we have priori-
tized this issue as our high-
est priority in the School
District of Elmbrook.”

He explained that since
the Parkland shooting,
work in school safety has
accelerated dramatically

and district officials have
identified the best practices
for addressing threats. This
includes moving on from
the old-fashioned practice
of locking down classrooms
to a more modern philoso-
phy of run, hide and fight,
which can give a victim
more options. 

Work has been ongoing,
however, even before Park-
land. All 10 schools  in the
district had their exterior
doors repositioned six years
ago for security. All doors
are double-locked with a
buzzer and identification
system. Panic buttons are
also available and back-
ground checks are required
for all volunteers. A tip hot-
line will soon be implement-
ed so community members
can share possible threats
to school safety.

“This is not what I expect-
ed to be preparing for as an
educator, but it is what it is
right now,” said Hansen.

The theme of the
evening, coming from mul-
tiple leaders in the commu-
nity, was if you see some-
thing, say something. Elm
Grove Police Lt. Jason Kubi-
ak emphasized that parents
should monitor social
media, as they are often the

first line of defense when
discovering critical infor-
mation. He also said police
are working with schools to
make sure active situation
drills are more dynamic, so
staff and students are bet-
ter prepared. This includes
staff going through active-
shooter scenarios to famil-
iarize themselves with the
sound of gunfire, how to
react and how to help
wounded students.

“We needed to give the
options to teachers and stu-
dents so when a situation
arises, they do have more
than one option,” said Kubi-
ak.

Brookfield Police Capt.
Phil Horter said communi-
ty members should no
longer deny that these situ-
ations can and will happen,
especially with two promi-
nent shootings having hap-
pened in the Brookfield
area.

He said police have
increased the amount of
weaponry they carry to
accommodate different sce-
narios. They are also con-
stantly practicing their
responses in live-action
shooter scenarios, similar
to a more advanced game of
paintball.

History on hold: Elmbrook Historical 
Society postpones Civil War Encampment
BROOKFIELD — The

Elmbrook Historical Soci-
ety announced in its March
newsletter that the popular
Civil War Encampment has
been postponed this year.

The decision to put a
pause on the event was
made after the director for
the event stepped down
from their position, said
Linda Thayer, president of
the EHS. Although the his-
torical society has tried for
months to find a replace-
ment, their efforts have
been unsuccessful, she
said. 

Another reason for
putting the annual event on
hold was a lack of volun-
teers. 

The Civil War Encamp-
ment takes about 50 to 60
people over several days to
run efficiently and there
just wasn’t enough to pull it
off. 

“This was a very difficult
decision, as this is our
largest annual fundraiser,”
Thayer said. “We hope to
have the event again in
2019.”

Although this popular
event has been tabled, there
are several other opportu-
nities to fundraise, learn
about history and bask in
community togetherness.
EHS holds various lectures,
tours, dinners, holiday cele-
brations and exhibits
throughout its open season.

Founded in 1977, the Elm-
brook Historical Society is
a nonprofit educational
organization and an affili-
ate of the Wisconsin Histor-
ical Society. It has more
than 175 members whose
goal is to care for, research,
exhibit and preserve the
history of Brookfield and
Elm Grove. This includes
historical buildings in both
communities. For more
information on events, how
to become a member, or
other general inquires,
visit www.elmbrookhistori-
calsociety.org or call 262-
782-4057.   

— Adriana Ramirez, 
Special to The Freeman
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FARMER’S MARKET

ART CRAWL!

RIVERWALK FOR CANCER

FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE

Every Saturday, May 5 thru Saturday, October 27, 8 a.m. until noon, along the Fox River.
www.farmersmarketwaukesha.com  
Shop more than 150 Vendors for organic produce, artisan breads, flowers, honey, salsa, handmade goods and more.
WAUKESHA STATE BANK PARKING LOT located on the corner of Madison St. & St. Paul Ave.

Saturday, May 5, 4-10 p.m. • www.waukeshaart.com

Eight Street Stages of Local Musicians. www.waukeshafridaynightlive.com
June 1-29, 6:30-9p.m. &  July 13-August 24, 6:30-9p.m.

Saturday, May 5 • Frame Park 
Registration for Riverwalk begins at 8:00 a.m. with the Walk beginning at 10:00 a.m.

www.livelovewaukesha.com
Brought to you by the WDBA • Waukesha Downtown Business Association

Summer in Downtown Waukesha!

259984005

260056001

☞ 28 Craft Beers             
and Ciders on Tap

☞ Full menu including 
Pizzas, Flatbreads, 
Sandwiches,  
Appetizers and Salads

☞ Try our famous Duck
Comfit Flatbread

351 W. Main Street
Waukesha, WI 
(262)548-9800
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260234002

ANTIQUES & UNIQUES
— MALL ON MAIN —

259984007

ANTIQUES & UNIQUES
— MALL ON MAIN —

Two Levels of Antiques, Collectibles 
Vintage & Unique Items

www.antiquesuniquesmall.comwww.antiquesuniquesmall.com

We Buy & Sell Antiques 
Collectibles & Jewelry

Call Debra Grabow 262-844-1819

250 W. Main St., Waukesha 
Open 7 days a week 10am 

SO YOU WANT TO SING AT...

Here’s Your Chance
DOWNTOWN WAUKESHA FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE

Located on Broadway at The 5 Points Pub & Sweets

Join The Freeman as we host

June 15, July 13 and August 17
6:30 - 9:00 pm

gmtoday.com  
262.542.2500

The FREEMAN
A Trusted Tradition since 1859

260268001

260234001

www.livelovewaukesha.com

By Chris Bennett
Special to The Freeman 

The river of life that flows
through our earthly vessel of
life is amazing.

Because it is easily accessi-
ble and renewable, the blood
in your veins is a critical
component for doctors and
researchers who work to fig-
ure out how to eradicate the
most stubborn of diseases
and maladies.

It is accessible because the
prick of a needle brings forth
pints and pints. It is renew-
able because no human will
ever run out. And the possi-
bilities for blood to reveal
truths about the body make
some in the medical commu-
nity giddy.

“There’s a lot of really
exciting work being done in
blood cancer,” said Liz Klug,
executive director of the
Brookfield-based Wisconsin
Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society. “A lot of the pioneer-
ing research and treatments
you see start in blood cancer.

“The reason for that is
blood is more accessible that
solid tumors.”

Klug said roughly 40 per-
cent of the
t r e a t m e n t
applications
for all types of
cancer were
pioneered in
the blood can-
cer field over
the last 15
years. That

number might soon rise.
With assistance from the
Wisconsin LLS, Dr. Fotis Asi-
makopoulos, Ph.D., received
a $600,000 grant late last year.

Asimakopoulos’ grant is
for three years. In that time,
Asimakopoulos will study
relapse rates among patients
who are battling myeloma.
Klug said Asimakopoulos is
essentially studying why
some patients respond very
well to treatment and why
some experience a recur-
rence of cancer. 

Asimakopoulos is based in
Madison and is affiliated
with University of Wiscon-
sin Hospitals. His areas of
expertise are myeloma
research and experimental
therapeutics.

According to information
on the website of the LLS,
myeloma is cancer of the

plasma cells.
The cells
become can-
cerous and
grow out of
control. Multi-
ple myeloma is
the most com-
mon form of
myeloma —

about 90 percent of those
who get myeloma get multi-
ple myeloma.

“In myeloma, we can’t kill
all the disease,” Klug said. “It
seems, for some people, the
disease hides. It hides from
the immune system. The
body can’t kill it, and they
relapse.

“(Asimakopoulos) is trying
to figure out how we harness
the power of the immune
system, through immuno-
therapy, to combat the dis-
ease.”

Klug said much of the
work the LLC does is make
researchers aware of the
organization’s capabilities
as a means to secure funding.

“Research is a big part of
what LLC supports,” Klug
said. “We’re a national orga-
nization. Funding decisions
are at the national level. A lot
of the work we do here in the
chapter focuses on fundrais-
ing.”

The research funded and
sponsored by the LLS has a
positive effect on the medical
community and the world of
blood cancer. Klug said the
LLS funded 15 of the 18 new
blood cancer treatments
approved in 2017.

“We make sure research-
ers on the local level are
aware of the many ways LLC
can support their work,”
Klug said. “From there, they
work with the national office
and a team of researchers
and go through a rigorous
process.”

Klug said since 2006 the
Blood Research Institute of
Milwaukee, the Medical Col-
lege of Wisconsin and the
University of Wisconsin
have received grants through
the LLS.

“When we receive a grant
in the chapter area, we want
to showcase the work being
done in the state,” Klug said.
“We’re very fortunate to have
these prominent medical
institutions, along with a lot
of amazing innovation, in
our state.”

Grant funds study
into blood cancer 

Asimakopoulos

Klug

Dave Fidlin/Special to The Freeman

Ponto sworn in as mayor again
Mayor Steve Ponto, pictured with his family, is sworn in for his third term as the city’s top elected official.

Elmbrook district warns families 
of increasing trend in e-cigs

By Ashley Haynes
ahaynes@conleynet.com

262-513-2681

BROOKFIELD — While it’s
fair to say most high school
students are probably unfa-
miliar with the technology of
their parents’ generation —
including the floppy disk —
many parents are also unfa-
miliar with a new kind of
emerging technology. 

Electronic cigarettes or “e-
cigarettes” have become a
popular alternative to smok-
ing aimed at slowly helping
adults kick the habit, but
usage among teenagers has
skyrocketed. The National
Institute on Drug Abuse says
that in 2016, e-cigarette usage
reached 16.2 percent among
twelfth-graders and 30 per-
cent of teen e-cigarette users
started smoking within six
months of using one. One of
the most popular e-cigarettes
is called the JUUL, and the
Elmbrook School District is

now warning parents about
it.

“Juuling has become espe-
cially popular among some of
our students. There have
been recent reports that stu-
dents have ‘juuled’ during
and after school hours in the
building, including class-
rooms and locker rooms,”
according to the district.

E-cigarettes produce an
aerosol by heating a liquid
that usually contains nico-
tine.

While the unique flavors of
the e-cigarette liquids like
Crème Brulee and Fruit Med-
ley are a major attraction to
youths, 66 percent of them
are unaware of the other
ingredients they are inhal-
ing, including nicotine and
other cancer-causing agents.

“Students may not under-
stand the damaging effects of
e-cigarettes or vapes. Most
vapes contain a high level of
nicotine, a powerfully addic-
tive drug that can sustain

dependence. Some vapes can
also contain THC (the active
ingredient of marijuana). In
addition to the possibility of
addiction, e-cigarettes pose
significant harm to brain
development and respiratory
health,” according to the dis-
trict.

While most school districts
have non-smoking polices
that encompass the usage of
e-cigarettes, the JUUL device
is difficult to track as it looks
like a common USB drive and
can be charged in a laptop. It
also emits a lower level of
smoke, making it easier to
use in schools. The JUUL and
needed liquid pods can be
purchased at local stores for
around $40.

JUUL Labs, the company
making the electronic
cigarette, has also taken
responsibility for stamping
out underage usage.

“Our goal is to further
reduce the number of
minors who possess or use

tobacco products, including
vapor products, and to find
ways to keep young people
from ever trying these prod-
ucts. We approach this with a
combination of education,
enforcement, technology and
partnership with others who
are focused on this issue,
including lawmakers, educa-
tors and our business part-
ners,” said the company in a
statement.

According to the company
website, JUUL Labs also uses
industry-leading ID match
and age verification technol-
ogy to ensure people pur-
chasing a JUUL online are at
least 21. They also partner
with law enforcement to
investigate instances of
underage usage of the prod-
uct.

The company encourages
parents to talk to their chil-
dren about the dangers of
nicotine. Information on ille-
gal sales can be reported at
youthprevention@juul.com.
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We serve only the best • We cater to your group of 50 to 500 
Ample Parking • Check out our online menu:

www.panosbanquetcenter.com
20290 W. Bluemound Rd. | Brookfield,WI 53045

262.782.8670 | Fax: 262.782.6456

All for only Adults $26.95 
Children under 10 $8.95 (3 and under FREE)

STARTERS

Fruit & Cold Pasta Salads 
Peel & Eat Shrimp
Dinner Rolls

SIDE DISHES

Mashed Potatoes & Gravy
Noodles, Stuffing,
Oven-browned Potatoes
Hot Fresh Vegetables

BREAKFAST ITEMS

(Breakfast served all day)

Scrambled Eggs, French Toast 
Hash Browns, Sausage & 
Bacon Omelets to Order

MAIN ENTRÉE ITEMS
Chef Carved Prime Rib,
Virginia Baked Ham,
Beef Stroganoff, Baked Cod
Oven Roasted Turkey,
Rotisserie Chicken,
Seafood Pasta,
B.B.Q. Baby Back Ribs

DESSERTS
Variety of Desserts
Cakes & Pies

BEVERAGES
Champagne Fountain,
Regular/Decaf Coffee,
2 Juices on the buffet & 
Milk are included

Reservations required
Please Call 262.782.8670

259816002

Join us for
Mother’s Day Sunday Brunch

Our Brunch Buffet will be served

10am - 4pm
in our Pano’s’ Banquet Hall

Complimentary glass of wine for every Mom!

So long, Country Springs; 
say hello to The Ingleside Hotel 

By Chris Bennett
Special to The Freeman

WAUKESHA — As the
Country Springs Hotel is
transformed under its new
ownership, the goal is to
make it warmer, friendlier,
and even more inviting.

This summer, the Coun-
try Springs Hotel will cease
to be known by that
moniker and will instead be
renamed and rebranded as
The Ingleside Hotel.

Tiffany Woodward, direc-
tor of marketing and water
park sales at the Country
Springs, said “ingle” is a
synonym for fireplace. The
new name is meant to evoke
a feeling of coziness.

“The whole message —
the whole branding mes-
sage — is comfort and
warmth,” Woodward said.
“There’s that natural feel-
ing to it.”

According to published
reports, the sale of the
property to the Waukesha
Hospitality LLC — an affili-
ate of the Minneapolis-
based Burwell Enterprises,
Inc. — was announced in
November. Plans for reno-
vations and an eventual
name change were
announced at the same
time.

Renovations at the prop-
erty are well underway and
are being executed to
update the facilities and
rebrand the property in the
wake of its sale. The Gettys
Group, which is based in
Chicago and is a hotel
design and development
firm, is overseeing the pro-
cess.

“They’re looking at
updating it to make sure
we’re providing wonderful,
renovated space with the
same service people have
come to expect,” Woodward
said. “The property has so
many perks. It’s neat to see

that updated, fresh new
look not only for the guest
rooms but the meeting
rooms as well.”

Woodward said renova-
tions will likely continue in
the coming years, but also
said the ballrooms and a
section of guest rooms are
already done. Woodward
said she’s held photo shoots
in both the new guest rooms
and ballroom to highlight
the updated décor.

The Country Springs now
boasts more than 40,000
square feet of newly reno-
vated meeting space. The
guest rooms and ballrooms
were updated to look fresh
and natural. The white base
of color in the ballrooms
allows newlyweds hosting
receptions a neutral palette
from which to decorate.

The new owners of the
property also updated the
wireless internet and
audio-visual equipment.

The plan for renovating
the guest rooms is to take
them out of service in
wings, renovate the rooms
on that wing, and put them
back in service. The plan
allows for guest rooms to
continue to be available
during renovation. Wood-
ward said staff at the Coun-
try Springs is excited to be
getting the first wing of
guest rooms back in service
within the month.

“I think the guests have
really enjoyed some of the
renovations as they take

place,” Woodward said.
“They already get to experi-
ence a brand-new fitness
center, and the ballrooms
are already done.

“We’ve been trying hard
to communicate to our
guests all the changes hap-
pening. We’re getting a lot
of positive feedback.”

The remainder of the ren-
ovations this year call for
the restaurant and lobby to
be refreshed and renovated.

Work on Wildflowers
Restaurant will start in
early summer and hopeful-
ly be complete sometime in
July. The restaurant will be
renamed Didi’s, which

Woodward said is in honor
of the new owners’ child-
hood nanny. The lobby will
be renovated at the same
time.

For all the talk of renova-
tions — of new colors and
spaces, of new trim and
paint — what will endure
about the Country Springs
when it becomes The Ingle-
side Hotel are the people
who make the property
work.

“(The new owners) really
saw a property where a lot
of the staff have been here
for years,” Woodward said. 

“It’s a great team, and a
great location.”

Ballrooms, fitness room
revamped and updated

The Country Springs now boasts more than 40,000 square
feet of newly renovated meeting space, which was updated
to look fresh and natural.

“The whole message —
the whole branding

message — is comfort
and warmth.There’s that

natural feeling to it.”

— Tiffany Woodward, director of
marketing and water park sales

at the Country Springs

Submitted photo

The first wing of renovated guest rooms should be available
to Country Springs Hotel guests by the end of the month.

By Dave Fidlin
Special to The Freeman

TOWN OF BROOKFIELD
— A barbecue restaurant
priding itself on its patrio-
tism could soon replace the
shuttered Boston Market
building in the Town of
Brookfield, following a
favorable review of the
eatery’s conceptual plan
April 24y.

The Plan Commission
gave its thumbs up on Mis-
sion BBQ, a Glen Burnie,
Maryland-based restaurant
chain that has more than 60
locations across the U.S. The
company made its first foray
into Wisconsin in January
with plans of opening in
Kenosha.

Chris Lavoie of civil engi-
neering firm CM Lavoie and
Associates discussed logisti-
cal plans for the former
Boston Market property,
18340 W. Bluemound Road,
which closed at the begin-
ning of this year. 

A new 3,385-square-foot
building for Mission BBQ is
expected to replace the
existing Boston Market
building, which was con-
structed in 1994, Lavoie said. 

While renovating the
existing facility was consid-
ered to accommodate Mis-
sion BBQ’s operations
needs, Lavoie said it made
more sense to raze it instead
and start from scratch.

“It’s cheaper to just scrape
it and start new,” Lavoie
said.

In addition to serving up a
variety of barbecue dishes,
Lavoie said Mission BBQ
has embraced patriotism in
its operations plans. The
company, he said, honors
the men and women who are
sworn to protect and serve
the U.S.

Each location of Mission
BBQ, founded on Sept. 11,
2011, pays homage to the
sworn members of the mili-

tary each day at noon as an
outward sign of the compa-
ny’s philosophy, Lavoie
said.

“This is a good story,”
Lavoie said. “We’re happy to
be here.”

Several commissioners
said they believed Mission
BBQ would be a good addi-
tion to the town and would
complement the other estab-
lishments in the surround-
ing area.

Once he is given the green
light to proceed, Lavoie said
it would take about 120 days
to open the Mission BBQ
location.

The Town Board is to
review the Plan Commis-
sion’s favorable recommen-
dation May 1.

Other business
The commission also rec-

ommended a conditional-
use permit be granted for a
proposed 130-foot mobile
communication tower for
Verizon Wireless at 17740 W.
Bluemound Road. The land
eyed for the new tower is
behind the Don and Roy’s
Motorsports dealership.

Residents living in a con-
dominium development
near the proposed site
sounded off on the plans
during a public hearing.
Town officials, however,
said their hands largely
were tied because of state
legislation limiting much of
their authority over such
issues.

Although Verizon has
wireless infrastructure
elsewhere in the town, Eric
Lennington of Ton 80 Realty
Services, the firm repre-
senting Verizon, said the
wireless provider needs an
additional tower because of
ongoing demand.

“The network can only
handle so much traffic,”
Lennington said. “I mean,
you’ve got kindergarteners
on iPads now.”

TOWN OF BROOKFIELD

Patriotic-themed
BBQ restaurant

proposed 
Maryland-based eatery would

replace shuttered Boston Market
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News and Sports,News and Sports,
We Have Brookfi eld Covered!We Have Brookfi eld Covered!

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
3 MONTHS FOR

$36.00
        

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _____________________________________________________________________________

Phone (        ) ______________________ E-mail__________________________________________________

      Check Enclosed              Bill my: 

Credit Cared Number _______________________________________________________________________

Exp. Date _____________Signature ___________________________________________________________
SC: HouseAd RC: 3m$36

*New subscribers only. Those who have  not subscribed in 
60 days. Payment must accompany order to qualify for offer. 

Waukesha County addresses only. Offer expires 7/1/18.
(262) 542-2500

         
Please mail payment and form to:

The Freeman, PO Box 7
Waukesha, WI 53187

Or click on the FREEMAN link at
www.gmtoday.com/wfpromo

Thank you for subscribing. Delivery will begin soon.

Send me 3 months of home delivery 
for $36 - my payment is enclosed. 
SAVE $6.00 off regular rate!

Bill my credit card $12 per month
on a continual basis.

Bring in this ad and receive

10% OFF
YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE

Consignment Hours: Mon. 10am-6pm;
Wed. thru Sat. 10am-2pm

Store Hours: Mon. thru Fri. 10am-7pm;
Sat. 10am-5pm

Expires 5-31-18

New and like-new designer fashions, 
handbags, shoes & accessories from 

Chanel to Chico’s. For Women & now men!

Ruby Isle Shopping Center
2205 N. Calhoun Rd., Brookfield
262-789-9359
EliteRepeatClothing.com

260221003

FULL-ON 

Spring

In honor and celebration of

Mother’s Day.

>    WisconsinMemorialPark.com    <

This Mother’s Day, Wisconsin Memorial Park is proud to offer a  
COMPLIMENTARY APPLE PIE OR PLANT to the first 200 visitors. 

MOTHER’S DAY PIE & PLANT GIVEAWAY

SUNDAY, MAY 13, 2018, 9 A.M. – 4 P.M.
WISCONSIN MEMORIAL PARK, INC.

13235 W Capitol Dr., Brookfield 

For more information, please call 262-781-7474.

Limit one pie or plant per family. No rain checks.

Godey’s Lady’s Book was
one of very few printed
magazines that lasted
through the Civil War. It was
published between 1830 and
1878. Louis A. Godey’s
Philadelphia women’s mag-
azine had an annual $3 sub-
scription rate.

The most beloved compo-
nent in each issue was a pic-
ture of French fashion. This
was before color printing.
Mr. Godey printed the black-
and-white image of French
designer clothing and each
sheet was hand-tinted to add
color. This process required
150 women to individually
hand-tint, then stitch the
centerfold page into every
volume. Inevitably, each
copy had a degree of varia-
tion in tinting skill; your
neighbor’s version could dif-
fer from yours. 

These fashion inserts
recorded the progression of
clothing and hair styles for
almost 50 years. The publica-
tion’s success was largely
due to Mr. Godey hiring a
female editor, which was
totally unheard of. When
these pages are found today,
many are framed and
authentic examples that will
have a center crease, proof it
was delicately removed from
the magazine. Framed exam-
ples can be found today with
value ranging from $25-$75.

Note: Before 1840, wedding
dresses were often made
from common color fabrics
and had shorter length.
These dresses could be worn
for future occasions, but also
pure white was difficult to
achieve. In 1840, Queen Vic-
toria married Prince Albert
and initiated a widely copied
trend when she chose a pure
white wedding gown. Bril-
liant, strong colors of the

monarchical regalia showed
well on white. 

Top it off
Recently, I attended a wed-

ding where the grandmoth-
er’s personal collection of
vintage cake toppers was a
charming and popular part of
the reception decorations.
Bride and groom figures on
top of wedding cakes were
not used extensively until the
1920s; earlier ones were wax
or bisque with a 2-inch
height. Most vintage cake
toppers found today are from
the mid-20th century. With
each generation, clothing
styles changed on cake top-
pers. This 1920s example is 4
inches in height, the groom
wears a tuxedo, the bride has
a satin gown and bobbed hair. 

The most valuable exam-
ples are found from the World
War II era with a military
groom and a short, tailored
dress on the bride. Most are
regarded as family treasures
and very few reach the mar-
ketplace. Condition, color
fading and damage will affect
value. Today’s example is
worth $55.00.

Meet-and-greet
If your family has genera-

tional items that you have
been curious about, bring
the item for a $10 verbal
appraisal on Friday or Sat-
urday, May 11-12. Barbara
Eash will be at designX-
change, 600 Hartbrook

Drive. Hartland. She will be
there on both days from
noon to 3 p.m.

Submit an item
for consideration

Do you have an item or col-
lection of items that could
be shared in a future news-
paper column? Let Barbara
Eash hear about it!

To have your item or col-
lection considered send the
following information: up
to three, sharp, well-lit pho-
tos of front & back of the
item(s), measurements as
well as any history or
hearsay, length of owner-
ship and your full name,

address and daytime phone
number. Mail: Waukesha
Antique Shop, ATTN Bar-
bara Eash, 1427 E. Racine,
Ave. Unit E-2, Waukesha,
WI 53186 or email: beap-
praisals@gmail.com. If your
item(s) are considered for a
future column, we will con-
tact you. No photos can be
returned and no purchase of
items will occur.

(Barbara Eash is a mem-
ber of the Certified Apprais-
ers Guild of America, spe-
cializing in appraisals of
antiques and collectibles and
has extensive experience
writing and speaking about
antiques.)

Here comes the bride!

Elmbrook schools approve changes to school calendar

BROOKFIELD — Elm-
brook School Board mem-
bers approved updates to the
2018-19 school year calendar
that aim to make sure stu-

dents are safe and secure in
the wake of the Parkland,
Fla., school shooting. 

After receiving feedback
from concerned parents on
having schools open to the
public as polling locations,
realigning the district calen-
dar was identified as a
viable solution.

“When people went to vote
in February, the Parkland
shooting was so recent and a

light bulb just went off.
Every other day of the year,
the school is locked and now
the school is wide open,”
Kelly Michaels, Brookfield
city clerk, told The Freeman
in a past interview.

The calendar updates will
move a “Teachers Records
Day” from Nov. 5 to Nov. 6.
“Teacher Development Day”
has been moved from Feb. 11
to Feb. 19 and another

Teachers Records Day has
been moved from March 29
to April 2.

Elmbrook isn’t the only
school district to revisit the
concern of polling places in
schools. West Allis-West Mil-
waukee School Board mem-
bers voted earlier this
month to approve the dis-
trict working with West
Allis to gradually begin tak-
ing polling places out of

school buildings.
WA-WM chose not to alter

the school calendar and
cited the process limiting
the district’s flexibility
developing school calendars
in the future, especially
when it comes to planning
around holidays like Easter
that can affect the entire cal-
endar.

Wis. Stats. 5.25(1) states
that any polling places cho-

sen shall be public build-
ings, unless the use of a pub-
lic building for this purpose
is impracticable or the use
of a nonpublic building bet-
ter serves the needs of the
electorate. While schools
do not have to be used, they
are often chosen because of
their space and prominent
locations.

— Freeman Staff

District revisits
having voting

in schools

BARBARA
EASH

Antiques Appraised
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www.TheAirsoftHeadquarters.com

300 Travis Lane  Unit 19  • Waukesha, WI 53189
Wisconsin's LARGEST Airsoft SuperStore Offering OVER 300 Airsoft Rifles, Pistols and Shotguns!

262-278-4313 
Mon.-Fri. 12-8pm   Sat./Sun. 10am-6pm

EXPANDED
& 

REMODELED

258997002

May 12th 2018

Mother’s Day
weekend

10:00am-4:00pm

50+ Vendors
throughout

Stonewood Village
Furniture, bath & body,
jewelry, home decor,
clothing, bakery 
& much more!

Make and Take Sign
Workshop

LIVE MUSIC
FOOD

17700 W Capitol Dr. Brookfield 53045

26
00

98
00

8

Sponsored by

25
95

31
00

2

Fur Cleaning Spring Special

Capitol Drive 
at Eighty-Fourth St. 

In Milwaukee
414-463-7777 

1-800-544-3877
www.ugentfurs.com

$79.ooPlus Tax

Includes Cleaning,
Glazing and Storage.

Thomas dominates over amazing career
By Dave Radcliffe

dradcliffe@conleynet.com
262-513-2655

BROOKFIELD — Always
leave them wanting more.

If you’re looking for a
motto that perfectly sums up
the career of Joe Thomas,
this would be it.

Thomas was a high school
legend and 12-time letterwin-
ner at Brookfield Central.
Thomas dominated in foot-
ball, basketball, and track
and field, and if you watched
him perform once, you
couldn’t wait to see him
again.

Thomas was an All-Ameri-
can left tackle at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin who won
the Outland Trophy as col-
lege football’s top interior
lineman in 2006. Barry
Alvarez, UW’s former coach
and its current athletic
director, recently called
Thomas “the best lineman to
ever come through here.”

Thomas then played 11
years in Cleveland, and
amazingly went to the Pro
Bowl 10 times. Thomas
became the first player in
NFL history to play 10,000
consecutive snaps without
missing a play and will
almost certainly be a first-
ballot Hall of Famer.

The intelligent, humorous
and remarkably gifted
Thomas announced his
retirement from the NFL in
March. And like everything
Thomas did, he left you
wanting to see more.

“I didn’t think I could play
in the NFL until I was about
a junior in college and the
coaches started asking me if
I was going to come out early
for the draft and I started
having scouts show up and
talk to me,” Thomas said in a
recent interview. “Up until
that point I was just enjoying
my time in college and try-
ing to get an education and
do the best I could and have
fun with it.”

Multisport star
Thomas was the greatest

athlete in Brookfield Central
history.

Football. Basketball. Track
and field. Thomas lettered in
each sport four times and
had a remarkable level of
success in all three.

“He was just a class act all

the way through,” said Rick
Synold, Thomas’ high school
football coach. “Very, very
bright kid and he took that to
all the sports. He was a mul-
tisport guy. He studied and
went above and beyond the
call.”

Thomas, the oldest of
three children, was raised to
be extremely humble. And
his parents, Eric and Sally,
instilled core values that
paid off later in life.

“Hard work, integrity, loy-
alty, discipline,” Thomas
said. “Those are all things
that carry you through in
life from the time that you’re
a kid. Sticking to those core
values when you’re working
through college and the
NFL. It really gives you a leg
up on the rest of your com-
petition.”

They certainly helped
Thomas at Brookfield Cen-
tral, as well.

On the hardwood, Thomas
played center and helped
lead the Lancers to four
straight state basketball
tournaments between 2000-
03. 

“I had a lot of fun playing
basketball,” Thomas said. “I
always loved playing basket-
ball growing up. My senior
year was a nice run and we
made the state tournament.
My last game I scored 20
points (against Fond du Lac),
which was fun. But we lost,
so that stunk. The friends on
that team are all lifetime
friends.”

Thomas won state champi-
onships in both the shot put
and discus as a senior in 2003
and many believed he’d
make a run at the Olympics
in those events.

On the gridiron, the 6-foot-
7, 250-pound Thomas was the
state’s Defensive Player of
the Year in 2002. But he was
also beginning to come into
his own as an offensive tack-
le, where many national
recruiting services ranked
him in the top-five.

That year, Thomas helped
the Lancers reach the Divi-
sion 2 state title game, where
they fell to Menomonie, 17-
14.

“We were a Wing-T and
everything was straight out
of the ’30s,” Thomas said.
“The majority of my middle
school, high school career in
football I was playing out-

side linebacker and defen-
sive end and tight end. 

“But my senior year we
kind of got real with our-
selves and said, ‘OK. We
throw roughly one or two
times a game. So instead of
putting our best player or
one of our best players at
tight end, let’s stop doing
that. So I played right (tack-
le), left (tackle), guard, tight
end and fullback. We just got
the big guys in one spot,
handed the ball off to the lit-
tle guy and smashed him in
there.”

Colleges from across the
country came calling for
Thomas. But the Lancers’
standout stayed in-state after
Alvarez and the Badgers’
staff put together a plan that
allowed Thomas to compete
in both football and track
and field at UW.

“I knew I could be good at
track at the next level
because you’re throwing a
shot, right,” Thomas said.
“The opponent doesn’t
change. You’re still throwing
a shot. But I thought I’d give
football a try and if it didn’t
work out or I was no good, I
would just focus on track.

“Thinking back to when I
was 18 and when I made that
decision, my thought was, ‘I
think it would be foolish not
to give football a try.’ When
you’re a good high school
(football) player, you really
have no idea how good
you’re going to be in college.
But in my heart, I thought it
was worth giving it a try.”

On Wisconsin
It didn’t take long to see

Thomas would be a special
football player at UW.

By Thomas’ sophomore
year, he was a 12-game
starter at left tackle. Thomas
was a first-team All-Ameri-
can in 2005 and might have
left early for the NFL. 

But during the Badgers’
Capital One Bowl game in
2006, Thomas tore his right
anterior cruciate ligament
while filling in on Wiscon-
sin’s injury-ravaged defen-
sive line. And doubts imme-
diately surrounded his
future.

“As soon as that happened,
I told people he would come
back better than ever,” said
Bret Bielema, Wisconsin’s
defensive coordinator at the

time. “He probably worked
harder to recover from that
injury than what normal
people think is possible.” 

In Thomas’ first major test
of 2006, he silenced Michi-
gan All-American defensive
end Lamar Woodley. And
things only got better from
there.

Thomas ran the 40-yard
dash in 4.93 seconds at the
NFL Combine, a lightning-
quick time for a 310-pound
offensive lineman. And
Cleveland made Thomas the
third overall pick in the 2007
draft.

“I had tremendous coach-
ing at Wisconsin,” Thomas
said. “They were such good
coaches in terms of teaching
me technique and putting
the weight and the muscle on
me. Everything just started
to click.”

Steady excellence
Things clicked for Thomas

from Day 1 in the NFL, too.
He made the Pro Bowl as a

rookie in 2007, his first of 10
straight appearances in that
game. Thomas gave up just
30 sacks in his 11-year career
(6,680 pass-block snaps).

And he eventually played
10,363 consecutive snaps
before suffering a torn tri-
ceps in 2017.

“After four or five years, I
was able to walk up to the
line of scrimmage, look at
the defense and understand
the situation and know
everything that was going to
happen,” Thomas said. “So I
was never surprised. I think
the guys that play long
enough and play at a high
level, that’s the missing link
for the guys that don’t get to
that level.”

Unfortunately for Thomas,
the rest of the Browns could
never get to his level. 

Cleveland went 10-6 in
Thomas’ rookie year of
2007. But over the next
decade, the Browns were a
miserable 38-122 (.234).
Cleveland became just the
second team to ever go 0-16
last season and the Browns
are 1-31 in the last two years.

Thomas did his part to
help reverse the losing and
was a loyal soldier through-
out. But in 2015, Thomas
was admittedly giddy when
Denver came extremely
close to trading for him.

That deal never went
through, and three months
later, the Broncos won the
Super Bowl.

“I was always happy in
Cleveland and I think I
learned early in my career
not to focus energy on
things that are out of your
control,” Thomas said. “I
always loved Cleveland, I
loved the team, the city, the
fans. But the year Denver
almost traded for me, they
ended up winning the Super
Bowl and of course, natural-
ly you’re going to think you
were pretty close to winning
a Super Bowl.”

Further down the line
Thomas said he’s leaving

the game relatively healthy.
Most would disagree.

Thomas has bone on bone
in his left knee and standing
for more than a minute
bothers him. He has a
bulging disc in his back and
arthritis in both of his hips
and ankles.

“Overall, I’ve been pretty

lucky to play 11 years and
not have too many serious
injuries,” Thomas said.
“But one of the reasons I
retired is the wear and tear
started getting to me and it
added up.”

Thomas, his wife Annie,
and their three children
plan on returning to Madi-
son in the near future. And
with Thomas’ unique com-
bination of football acumen
and wit, many have specu-
lated he’d be a natural for
the broadcast booth.

“I’m exploring a lot of
things,” Thomas said. “I
don’t know what the perfect
thing is going to be. I defi-
nitely have interest in the
broadcast booth. I like talk-
ing about the game and hav-
ing people see the game
through my eyes. But I’m
not sure yet.”

What Thomas is sure of is
his career exceeded any
expectations he ever had.

“I never thought any of
this would happen,” he said.
“I’m extremely lucky.”

From multisport athlete at Central to future Hall of Famer

Submitted photo

Joe Thomas was a multisport star at Brookfield Central before
a standout career at the University of Wisconsin and with the
Cleveland Browns of the NFL.
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