
The FREEMAN
P

R
S

R
T S

TD
U

S
 P

O
S

TAG
E

 PA
ID

W
AU

K
E

S
H

A
, W

I
P

E
R

M
IT N

O
.3

Brookfield & Elm Grove
T H I S  M O N T H

APRIL 2019

Central wins right
to be called champs

INSIDE

Riesch spreads
inspiration 

Page 1B

What’s it
worth?

Page 4A 

SPORTS/Page 4B

Our Brunch Buffet will be served
Sunday, April 21 • 10am - 4pm

in our Pano’s’ Banquet Hall 

Join us for

Easter Sunday
Brunch

20290  W. Bluemound Rd. | Brookfield, WI 53045
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 262.782.8670 

Fax: 262.782.6456

Check out our online menu:
www.panosbanquetcenter.com

• Ample Parking •

Starters
Fruit & Cold Pasta Salads 
Peel & Eat Shrimp
Dinner Rolls

Side Dishes
Mashed Potatoes & Gravy
Noodles, Stuffing 
Oven-browned Potatoes
Hot Fresh Vegetables

Breakfast Items
(Breakfast served all day)
Scrambled Eggs, French
Toast, Hash Browns
Sausage & Bacon
Omelets to Order

Main Entrée Items
Chef Carved Prime Rib 
Virginia Baked Ham 
Beef Stroganoff 
Baked Cod
Oven Roasted Turkey 
Rotisserie Chicken 
Seafood Pasta
B.B.Q. Baby Back Ribs

Desserts
Variety of Desserts
Cakes & Pies

Beverages
Champagne Fountain 
Regular/Decaf Coffee 
2 Juices on the buffet & 
Milk are included

Adults 
$26.95

Children under 10 
$8.95 (3 and under Free)

Brookfield Square’s metamorphosis continues

By Dave Fidlin
Special to Conley Media

BROOKFIELD — Since its
inception more than a half-
century ago, Brookfield
Square has been known as
one of Waukesha County’s
major shopping metropolis-
es.

But as consumer spending
habits and large-scale
changes within the retail
industry continue at a brisk
pace this year, mall manage-
ment continues to careen
the venerable property in a
new direction.

While it remains a focal
point, Brookfield Square is
scaling down on traditional
retail space and repurposing
some of its land for destina-
tion-type establishments,
such as restaurants and
entertainment venues. It is a
playbook occurring at malls
elsewhere in the U.S.

Last year, Brookfield
Square lost two of its three
department store anchors
within a six-month span.
Sears sold its last Craftsman
tool in March, while Boston
Store closed its longtime
doors at the tail end of
summer.

A one-two punch of large-
scale changes could have
once spelled trouble for a
regional shopping mall, but
Stacey Keating, spokeswom-
an with CBL Properties, said
executives have been work-
ing vigorously behind the
scenes to ensure Brookfield
Square remains a vital part
of the Greater Milwaukee
marketplace.

Chattanooga, Tenn.-based
CBL Properties owns most
of Brookfield Square.
JCPenney and the former
Boston Store buildings are
under separate ownership.

In an email interview with
The Freeman, Keating
offered a status update on
Brookfield Square’s south-
east end, which has been
dotted with construction
equipment since demolition
began on the former Sears
big box space early last
summer.

WhirlyBall and a Marcus
BistroPlex are slated to
replace the former Sears
site. When asked about their
status, Keating said, “We
don’t have a concrete date,”
for either establishment.
However, she said Whirly-
Ball could be up and run-
ning as soon as late summer,
while the BistroPlex has
been targeted tentatively for
fall.

Outback Steakhouse,
which is relocating from its
current site south of the
mall, near the Brookfield-
New Berlin border, is set to
occupy one of the Sears out-
lots, near the already operat-
ing Uncle Julio’s.

“Outback plans to begin
construction in the spring
and plans to open this
summer,” Keating said.

Internal changes
Inside the mall, there are a

number of changes afoot —
many pointing to broader
issues within the retail
industry across the U.S. 

Brookfield Square is about
to shed several of its inline
stores as a number of strug-
gling retail chains, some in
bankruptcy, are reducing
their national footprint or
outright liquidating the
entire fleet. 

Brookfield Square will
soon lose such longtime
mall staples as Charlotte
Russe, Gymboree and Pay-
less Shoes.    

Keating said CBL manage-
ment had been prepared
for the potential losses
before the closures were
announced and also
remarked the shifts will
present new opportunities
in the future.

“These retailers have been
on our internal watch list
for some time, and their fil-
ings are not a surprise,”
Keating said of the trio of
retailers mentioned. 

Permanent and temporary
replacements are being
sought, she said, adding,
“These closures provide us
an opportunity to bring in
more diverse uses and posi-
tion our properties for more
success, long-term. Once
plans are finalized, and leas-
es signed for these specific
locations, we’ll be excited to
share more details.”

While extensive changes
have taken place on Brook-
field Square’s southeast cor-
ridor, the northeast side of
the mall sits dormant as
questions abound on the
future of the former Boston
Store space.

At this time, Keating said,
there is no further informa-
tion to share on the Boston
Store site. But she said CBL
management continues to
work proactively to seek a
long-term solution to the
vacancy.

“This location is still
under separate ownership,”
Keating said. “We are work-
ing with the owner to identi-
fy redevelopment opportuni-
ties that will elevate the
building into a productive
use for the property.”

As the number of national
mall-based retailers has

declined in recent decades,
malls such as Brookfield
Square have relied more on
local retailers to fill in some
of the gaps.

As 2019 unfolds, Keating
said CBL is planning its con-
tinuation of Small Business
Expos into the mall. Four
shows are slated this year:
April 5-7, May 3-5, Aug. 16-18
and Nov. 22-24.

“The Small Business
Expos provide an opportuni-
ty for local retailers and ven-
dors to interact with Brook-
field Square shoppers,”
Keating said.

Also in the works is a pair
of Pet Expos — one set for
May 18, the other on Oct. 19.

“Shoppers and vendors
are invited to bring their
leashed pet and enjoy a day
devoted to our furry family
members,” Keating said.  

WhirlyBall, Marcus BistroPlex
set to open in late summer or fall

Brandon Anderegg/Freeman Staff

Workers are seen at Brookfield Square in this photo taken in early March. Parts of Brookfield
Square Mall continue to be transformed as the mall’s owners look to keep the shopping center
vibrant with new entertainment and shopping options.
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Frances, our spirited senior, says, “If
you are a senior citizen, then you
should get Comfort Keepers®. I
was a 24/7 live in with a broken leg
bone and with the help of my girls,
I am walking again independently.”

“If it wasn't for my caregivers, I would
not have had the initiative to walk
again. They are the best. I walk now
to the mailbox and go to church. I am
now getting back to the independency
I thought I would never have. I truly
appreciate the help that was given to
me by my caregivers who are like the
family that is not around me.”

“I would recommend any senior
citizen to Comfort Keepers®.”

Comfort Keepers® also provides
Live-In care while working hand in
hand with hospice nurses, assuring
you and  family members the dignity
and respect during these stages of
your life.

We all want to remain in our homes
we love surrounded by our memories,
memorabilia and possessions.

“WE ARE ELEVATING
THE HUMAN SPIRIT”™

Comfort Keepers® believes that
“care is a relationship”, not a task.
Our goal is to find joy in every
day. It’s proven that our “Senior’s
happiness comes from daily
experiences with those around them.”

“Socially engaged seniors have higher
levels of physical, mental and
cognitive functioning.”

The smallest amount of exercise
appears to help SENIORS LIVE
LONGER and lowers the risk of
disability.

In every Comfort Keeper® is heart
and compassion to care for others. It
is the power to lift lives every day.

©2018 CK Franchising, Inc. An international network, where most offices independently owned and operated.

Frances with Caregiver Kayleen
“One special senior,” says Diane, Care Manager

BROKEN BONE RECOVERY WITH
LIVE-IN CARE

Comfort Keepers Care Services

Serving Milwaukee and
Waukesha Counties

(414) 858-9400
8505 W. Forest Home Avenue

26
38
29
00
1

INTERACTIVE CAREGIVING™

Is an holistic approach to caring for the mind,
body, spirit and well being to all we serve!

• Companionship is our priority

• Private Duty Nursing

• Specializing in
24/7 LIVE IN CARE

• In-home Hospice Care

• Bathing

• Incontinence Care

• Overseeing Medication

• Meals 

• Laundry

• Light Housekeeping

• Transportation

• Hoyer Lift 

• Transferring

Elevating the Human Spirit™

Home + Life + Care ComfortKeepers.com

For his ability to find joy
in pain, to raise millions of
dollars for medical research
and personal grants, and to
inspire a community much
larger than Waukesha’s bor-
ders, Bryon Riesch has been
named the 2018 Freeman Cit-
izen of the Year.

The accident
The day Riesch became

paralyzed is imprinted on
his and his family’s minds
— April 25, 1998. He was a
freshman at Marquette Uni-
versity and was partaking in
a party when he dived down
a Slip ’n Slide competition to
see who could slide the far-
thest. During the slide,
Riesch’s arm got under his
chin and pushed his head
backward, causing a spinal

injury.
Riesch recalls lying at the

end of the water toy not
being able to move and
knowing he was paralyzed.
He spent three months in
the hospital and about 25
days in the intensive care
unit.

His diagnosis: He was a C5
incomplete quadriplegic.
The damage was done near
his fifth spinal cord, causing
him to lose the use of many
parts of his body. Riesch still
has control over his shoul-
ders and biceps, but not his
hands, triceps nor wrists. He
also has feeling throughout
the body, so when someone
tickles his feet he gets upset,

Riesch joked.
Through the years, Riesch

said he has been able to get
some movement back and
feeling has improved, but
the biggest area of improve-
ment for his life has been the
result of technology.

“It was a tragic accident
but he certainly has worked
extremely hard and diligent-
ly to make the most of his
life,” his father, Ken, said. 

The rehabilitation
Riesch counts himself

blessed because he has a
family who was able to sup-
port him emotionally and
physically by helping him to
regain his independence.

“How do you make your-
self the most productive
while still being healthy and
getting on with your life?”
Bryon Riesch said. “It’s
always been a challenge. In
my life I have been unbeliev-
ably blessed. I have an unbe-
lievable family. I have a great
support system. I have a
great community. I have
great friends. I have lucked
out to have come from a fam-
ily that has means where I
am lucky enough to have a
house where I can get in and
out of. I can feel indepen-
dent. I have a van that I can
get in and out and go places
and have people to help me.”

Shortly after his accident,

he recalls his father visiting
him. Riesch asked his son if
he wanted to live or die and
Bryon couldn’t help but
wonder about the timing of
his father’s question. But
the question got Bryon
thinking and he knew he
wanted to live. 

The follow-up question
from Ken Riesch was: Do
you think you can be a pro-
ductive member of society?
Riesch answered that he
thought he could do that.

“And he said, ‘Whenever
you get a chance, you reach
out your hand and you will
be  amazed  at  what  you get

CITIZEN

YEAR

of the 
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Bryon Riesch
By Katherine Michalets

kmichalets@conleynet.com
262-513-2644

Bryon Riesch does not wait for
life’s circumstances to define
him. Instead, he has taken one

of the greatest hardships imaginable
— becoming a quadriplegic after a
freak accident in college — to launch
a nonprofit that has helped countless
lives through personal grants and
medical research investment. Those
who know and love him would say
that he has taken a disadvantage and
used it to his advantage to help
change the world — one grant and
one joke at a time. 

Mary Catanese/Special to The Freeman

The 2018 Freeman Citizen of the Year is Bryon Riesch, seen
here at R&R Insurance.

Submitted photo

Jenny Addis and Bryon Riesch at the Bryon Riesch Paralysis
Foundation fashion show.

Submitted photo

Bryon Riesch and Jason Hall prepare for the Kayak to Cure
Paralysis event.

See CITIZEN, PAGE 3B
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If you have a news tip from the 
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Katherine Michalets at 513-2644
or news@conleynet.com

To advertise in “Brookfield & Elm Grove
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department at (262) 513-2624.

To  subscribe to the daily Freeman 
call 542-2500
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Kitchens  |   Baths  |   Dens  |   Cabins  |   Off ices  |   Rec Rooms

Work With Experienced
Design Professionals

“We Specialize in Cabinetry”

1005 Richards Road, Hartland | 262.367.9439

www.kitchencreators.com

Cabinetry
For Every

Room,
Every

Budget!

264032006

We Beat All Big Box Stores and all Competitors  |  Visit Our Showroom By Appointment 

NEW
SHOWROOM
DISPLAYS!

WE SPECIALIZE
IN NORCRAFT’S
MID CONTINENT

CABINETRY

18 Full-size Doors On Display in our Brookfield Showroom

16’x7’, 24 Gauge...Non Insulated Steel $895

Lifetime
Door Co.

TRUCKLOAD SALE
on Garage Doors & Door Openers

• Free Estimates
• Huge Inventory

Special! - Take down and haul away old door for FREE!

ORDER A LIFTMASTER 1/2 HP GARAGE DOOR
OPENER & GET 2 REMOTES & KEYPAD.

• Two-Sided Pre-Finished Galvanized Steel
• R-10 Insulated, Full 2” Thick

Serving Southern Wisconsin Since 1976 

262-783-4004
Monday - Friday 7am-4:30pm

www.lifetimedoor.net 2
6

3
7

8
8

0
1

0

Model 8365 $395 Installed
Tax

Included

Wisconsin’s Largest Liftmaster Dealer!!!

$1095NOW
16x7 
SAVE $240

Installed
Tax Included

Mary Catanese/Special to The Freeman

Ash Wednesday
Richard Gassert, second from right, and Valerie Pace place ashes on the foreheads
of St. John Vianney Church  parishioners observing the start of the Lenten season
March 6.

Submitted photo

From left, front row: Kathryn Lagore, Julie Haugen, Greta
Prunuske, Tara Reilly and Tina Reilly. Back: Renee Griepen-
trog, Jackie Austin, Alex Freedy, Ryan Reilly, Jacob Pavletich
and Andy Nosbusch.

BROOKFIELD — Brook-
field East High School stu-
dents and siblings Ryan and
Tara Reilly led a team of five
adults and eight students
from Brookfield East High
School, Brookfield Central
High School, and Divine Sav-
ior Holy Angels High School
to raise over $110,000 for the
Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society.

The fundraising efforts
were part of the seven-week-
long 2019 Milwaukee Stu-
dent of the Year Challenge
which included 13 teams
from various area high
schools. The team gathered
funds in a number of ways
and held eight different
fundraisers, including three
restaurant nights, a cycle
bar event, a wine tasting,

and tables at volleyball and
basketball games, as well as
securing business sponsor-
ships and private donations.

“Tara and I were personal-
ly driven to this challenge as
our grandfather was diag-
nosed with Chronic Lym-
phocytic Leukemia and is
currently on an experimen-
tal trial thanks to LSS,”
Ryan Reilly said. “This dis-
ease impacts countless lives
and being able to work to
make a difference through
this competition was an
incredible feeling.”

At the end of the chal-
lenge, the Reilly’s team was
crowned the champion, hav-
ing raised the most funds for
the Society. Together, the 13
teams raised a collective
$404,572 for the LSS.

TOWN OF BROOK-
FIELD — Another first-to-
Wisconsin business will
be opening in The Cor-
ners of Brookfield — The
Lash Lounge.

The Lash Lounge will
open in a 1,200-square-foot
location on the west side
of the center next to
Anthony Vince Nail Spa.

“We’re thrilled to add
The Lash Lounge to our
list of diverse tenants,”
said Robert Gould, vice
president of IM Proper-
ties, the developer of The
Corners, in a statement.
“We know this is an expe-
rience that our patrons
will be excited about, and
we’re proud to become The Lash Lounge’s first

Wisconsin location.”
The Lash Lounge is an

eyelash salon offering ser-
vices such as eyelash
extensions, tinting, lash
lifts, facial threading and
permanent makeup. The
salon offers customiza-
tion via professionally
trained expert stylists
and a one-of-a-kind face
mapping system that per-
sonalizes recommenda-
tions for each guest. The
company has 70 salons
nationwide with more
than 300 stylists.

“I’m so excited to be
bringing The Lash
Lounge to Wisconsin. The

Lash Lounge frees up pre-
cious time in women’s
days and fills them with
confidence. We can’t wait
to spread our mission to
the Town of Brookfield
community and beyond,”
said local franchise
owner Stephanie M. Zeil-
er.

Construction will begin
on The Lash Lounge in
May, with an opening in
mid-summer. Other first-
to-Wisconsin retailers
and restaurants at The
Corners include Von
Maur, Arhaus, Grimaldi’s
Pizzeria, Goddess and the
Baker and Silverspot
Cinema.

$3 OFF Family
$2 OFF Large
$1 OFF Medium

Choose Your 
Size and Save!

2205 N. Calhoun Rd., Brookfield
Located in Ruby Isle Shopping Center

262-786-7272

Expires 5-5-19. Excludes FAVES, Mini Murphs, XLNY & 
Dessert Pizzas. Limit 3. Cannot be combined with 

any other offers. Available only at Brookfield location.

263350004

Photo courtesy of The Lash Lounge

The Lash Lounge is planned for The Corners of Brook-
field and will likely open in mid-summer.

The Lash Lounge will
open in The Corners

BEHS students 
raise $110,000 

for leukemia research
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Fur Cleaning Spring Special

Capitol Drive 
at Eighty-Fourth St. 

in Milwaukee
414-463-7777 

1-800-544-3877
www.ugentfurs.com

$79.ooplus tax

includes Cleaning,
Glazing and Storage

FREE
ESTIMATES

2
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FREE
FINANCING*

IRS
SALE

On In-Stock
Carpet and

Hard Surface
Flooring

SAVE UP TO

50% OFF*

*

Greenfield
4820 W. Loomis Rd.

414.744.9400

Waukesha
2142 E. Moreland Blvd.

262.524.1455

Tomorrow’s Flooring Today
Locally Owned & Operated

www.stusflooring.com
*With approved credit. Material & Residential Only. Not valid with any other offer, sale or prior purchase. See store for details. Expires April 30, 2019

Inventory Reduction Sale

Your Community,
Your News

We Have Brookfi eld Covered!

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _____________________________________________________________________________

Phone (        ) ______________________ E-mail__________________________________________________

Check Enclosed              Bill my: 

Credit Cared Number _______________________________________________________________________

Exp. Date _____________Signature ___________________________________________________________
SC: HouseAd RC: WF3MPROMO

*New subscribers only. Those who have  not subscribed in 
60 days. Payment must accompany order to qualify for offer. 
Waukesha County addresses only. Offer expires 5/31/2019. (262) 542-2500

Please mail payment and form to:
The Freeman, PO Box 7

Waukesha, WI 53187

Or click on the FREEMAN link at
www.gmtoday.com/wfpromo

Thank you for subscribing. Delivery will begin soon.

Send me 3 months of home delivery 
for $51.00 - my payment is enclosed. 
SAVE $6.00 off regular rate!

Bill by credit card $17.00 per month
on a continual basis.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
3 MONTHS FOR

$51.00

The Freeman also covers the teams
at Brookfi eld’s Central, East and 

Academy high schools.

Cremation rates on the rise around nation, report says
By Eileen Mozinski

Schmidt
Special to Conley Media

BROOKFIELD — Driven
by factors like economic and
environmental concerns,
flexibility of options and
changing religious require-
ments, cremation is on the
rise.

The national cremation
rate is expected to increase
by a third in the next 20
years, according to the 2018
Cremation and Burial
Report, recently released by
the National Funeral Direc-
tors Association. The associ-
ation is headquartered in
Brookfield, with an office in
Washington, D.C., according
to a press release.

The report projected the
2018 cremation rate at 53.5
percent and burial rate at
40.5 percent, and the expect-
ed growth will bring the cre-
mation rate to nearly 80 per-
cent by 2035, according to a
release from the associa-
tion.

At Shimon Funeral Home
in Hartford, Kacey Neinst-
edt said staff has been wit-
ness to the growing number
of cremations in the last
four or five years.

“The popularity has defi-
nitely increased,” said Nein-
stedt, a funeral director at
Shimon, where she said the
current numbers are about
evenly divided between cre-
mations and burials.

“Within the next 10 years,
it will be over that,” said
Neinstedt, referencing to
the growing number of cre-
mations.

‘Your imagination is pretty
much the limit’

For some, the choice is
about economizing.

“It is a little more cost

effective to have a crema-
tion. If people don’t have
cemetery property, that can
be a rather expensive cost,”
said Michael Palmisano,
location leader and funeral
director at Cesarz Charapa-
ta & Zinnecker Funeral
Home in Waukesha.

But more than cost con-
cerns, he said families are
finding that they like the
diversity of options crema-
tion affords.

“With a burial, there’s
only one option, being
buried in a cemetery. With
cremation, your imagina-
tion is pretty much the
limit,” Palmisano said. “You
can be set into a canister
and blasted into outer space,
you can be set down in a
coral reef and pretty much
anything in between.”

At Cesarz Charapata &
Zinnecker, a variety of urns
are on display featuring dif-
ferent colors and imagery.
While families can bring in
their own urns, many like to
purchase them directly
through the funeral home,
Palmisano said.

He pointed out several
wooden urns offered made
by a Mukwonago-based cabi-
net maker.

“There is uniqueness to
these pieces, as a human
being is unique. No two
pieces are ever the same,”
Palmisano said. “He leaves a
lot of knots in the wood, a
lot of the imperfections.
That’s where a lot of the
beauty is.”

Also growing in populari-
ty are memory glass and
keepsake creations offered
by companies that incorpo-
rate cremains or finger-
prints of a loved one,
according to Palmisano.

“It allows the family to
have something tangible to

hold onto,” he said.
Changing religious beliefs

have also played a role in the
cremation trend, Palmisano
said.

“It wasn’t until recently,
within the last couple of
decades, that the Catholic
Church found cremation an
acceptable form of disposi-
tion,” said Palmisano, who
added that some religious
traditions currently do not
approve of the practice.

The option to have a full
funeral service and viewing
before cremation may also
be influencing the trend. It
was an end-of-life approach
chosen by about 28 percent
of families in 2016, accord-
ing to the NFDA report.

Regional differences
Cremation can afford

scheduling and memorial
options to families spread
across wider geographic
areas, Palmisano said.

“Maybe your roots are not
quite as deep as they would
have been in previous
years,” he said, adding that
some of the families the
funeral home has worked
with are spread across the
globe, making it difficult to
gather everyone together
quickly.

Others have chosen to
wait for a memorial or buri-

al until a date of personal
significance.

“We did have a family that
waited seven and a half
months to lay (their) mom to
rest on her wedding
anniversary,” Palmisano
said.

And with more transient
families, Palmisano noted
some of a loved one’s cre-
mains can be buried at their
home and others with chil-
dren or in other places of
significance.

The NFDA report found
some variance in cremation
trends based on U.S. regions,
however. While cremation
rates are rising nationwide,
burial is still the leading
choice in southern states.

Meanwhile, northern
states are expected to far

surpass the 50 percent cre-
mation rate before 2035. Wis-
consin is among 12 states
projected to have a crema-
tion rate of over 80 percent
by 2030, the report said.

Making plans
In light of these changes,

funeral homes are looking
for the best ways to accom-
modate families, according
to Neinstedt.

“We constantly talk about
within the field,” she said.

At Shimon, the staff
emphasizes the venue and
event planning services
they can provide, along with
preplanning options.

In Wisconsin, a cremation
must follow several legal
steps, according to
Palmisano, including the

issue of cremation permits
from the county, obtaining a
signed death certificate
from a doctor, authorization
by legal next of kin, and the
passing of a 48-hour waiting
period.

Both Neinstedt and
Palmisano emphasized the
importance of discussing
family plans for end of life,
whatever those choices may
be.

“Letting people know
whether you want to be cre-
mated or not, or have a
viewing or not can go a long
way,” Palmisano said.

“That little piece of infor-
mation alleviates so much
stress for your family.”

For more information
about the NFDA, visit
www.nfda.org.

Eileen Schmidt/Special to Conley Media

Keepsake options by the company Legacytouch on display at Cesarz Charapata & Zinnecker
Funeral Home in Waukesha. Michael Palmisano, funeral director and manager, said memorial
keepsake lines have been expanding in recent years.

Thelke named new Waukesha County director of administration
WAUKESHA — Andrew

Thelke has been named the
director of the Waukesha
County Department of
Administration. He will
replace Norman Cum-
mings, who is retiring in
June.

The director of adminis-
tration is the chief finan-
cial officer for the county
and oversees the budget,
accounting, business ser-

vices, human resources,
information systems, risk
management, and purchas-
ing. 

Pending confirmation of
the County Board, Thelke
will begin working in his
new position May 1.

“Andrew Thelke’s gov-
ernment experience and
proven track record as a
manager made him the
standout candidate for the

director of the Department
of Administration,” said
Waukesha County Execu-
tive Paul Farrow in a state-
ment. “His background
leading projects across
multiple departments show
he has the diverse experi-
ence to step into this role
and lead the Department
for years to come.” 

Thelke is a longtime resi-
dent of Waukesha County

and lives in
the city of
W a u k e s h a
with his
wife, Anne,
and two
d a u g h t e r s .
He received
his master’s
of public
administra-
tion from University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee and

began his career working
in municipal management
and for Wisconsin before
joining the county in 1997.
He has worked in areas of
financial and operations
management over his 20-
year career with the coun-
ty. For the past seven years,
Thelke has been the
Department of Administra-
tion business services and
collections manager. 

Cummings has been
Waukesha County’s direc-
tor of administration since
the department’s creation
in 1995. 

He has led many innova-
tive initiatives, including a
collaborative effort with
the city and School District
of Waukesha to establish
the Waukesha Employee
Health & Wellness Center
in 2014. 

Thelke

Northern states are
expected to far surpass
the 50 percent crema-
tion rate before 2035.
Wisconsin is among

12 states projected to
have a cremation rate

of over 80 percent
by 2030.
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DRIVE A LITTLE, SAVE A LOT
MORE FLOORPLANS
TO CHOOSE FROM

2019
SALEM CRUISE LT
233RBXL
NT2347
Unloaded vehicle weight: 4,895

2019
SALEM FSX
260RT
NT2343
Unloaded vehicle weight: 4,728

2019
KODIAK CUB
185MB
NT2370
Unloaded vehicle weight: 3,896

2019
SALEM
26DBLE 
DNT1631
Unloaded vehicle weight: 5,830

2019
KODIAK

210QB
NT2361

Unloaded vehicle weight: 3,960

2019
SHAMROCK

NT2317
Unloaded vehicle weight: 4,056

PAYMENTS
AS LOW AS

PER MONTH

*6.50 APR FOR 180 MONTHS. 10% DOWN WITH QUALIFIED CREDIT. WHILE QUANTITIES LAST.

TO VIEW OUR INVENTORY

ScenicRV.com
SLINGER, WI 53086
3155 Scenic Road

262-677-9026

BARABOO, WI 53913
E10879 Deer Run Road

608-356-2429

FAMILY
OWNED &

OPERATED
SINCE
1972

Mary Catanese/Special to Conley Media

Blankets for homeless vets
BROOKFIELD — Brookdale Senior Living’s Shelley Bundy King cuts fabric with
the help of resident Sarah Levin, 101.Volunteers, residents and staff made fleece
blankets for homeless veterans Feb. 28.

Waukesha County ranks 
4th healthiest in state 

By Katherine Michalets
kmichalets@conleynet.com

262-513-2644

WAUKESHA — Waukesha
County is the fourth healthiest
county in Wisconsin, according
to rankings released recently —
and County Chairman Paul Deck-
er is not surprised.

“I think we have an abundance
of recreational opportunities for
all year round,” he said, listing
county and local parks, bike
paths and golf courses.

The 2019 County Health Rank-
ings were released recently by the
Robert Wood Johnson Founda-
tion and the University of Wis-
consin Population Health Insti-
tute.

“Waukesha County is fortunate
to have a large number of
resources available that help our
citizens take action to improve
their health. We celebrate a sec-
ond consecutive year of incre-
mental improvement for the
county, from 5th to 4th, while also
recognizing that the closer we are
to the top, the more challenging it
becomes,” said Benjamen Jones,

Waukesha County public health
officer, in a statement. “Reports
such as the County Health Rank-
ings help us define what success
looks like so we’re better able to
target areas to improve services
for our residents.” 

The 2019 report ranks Wauke-
sha County fourth out of Wiscon-
sin’s 72 counties for Health Out-
comes, which measure length of
life and quality of life, and second
for the fourth consecutive year
for Health Factors, such as adult
smoking, adult obesity, physical
inactivity, excessive drinking,
and alcohol-impaired deaths.
When combined, Waukesha
County ranks fourth healthiest
overall in the state. 

Waukesha County Executive
Paul Farrow said a number of
factors helped Waukesha County
rank fourth in the healthiest list.

“When you look at Waukesha
County, I think we have a great
quality of life,” he said, adding
that the county government aims
to make living here great.

He said there is plenty of parks
and green and open spaces in the
county, as well as services offered

by the Waukesha County Health
and Human Services department. 

“We strive to make sure every-
one has good, quality care and
can get to it as quickly as possi-
ble,” he said.

Both Farrow and Decker said
the municipalities also strive pro-
vide a high level of service.

As a cancer survivor, Decker
likes to take advantage of the
county’s parks and golf courses
and enjoys walking in Hartland
where he lives.

Farrow said he appreciated
being able to take his dogs to the
county dog parks where they can
run and he can get moving too.  

Counties ranked higher than
Waukesha County in the 2019
rankings, include, starting with
most healthy, Ozaukee County
(1st), Washington County (2nd),
and St. Croix County (3rd). The
five counties ranked as being in
the poorest health, starting with
least healthy, are Menominee
County, Milwaukee County,
Sawyer County, Forest County,
and Vilas County. The rankings
are available at www.county-
healthrankings.org. 
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Bring in this ad and receive

10% OFF
YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE

Consignment Hours: Mon. 10am-6pm;
Wed. thru Sat. 10am-2pm

Store Hours: Mon. thru Fri. 10am-7pm;
Sat. 10am-5pm

Expires 4-30-19

TRENDING

warmer
New and like-new designer fashions,
handbags, shoes & accessories from

Chanel and Chico’s.

For women & now men!

Ruby Isle Shopping Center
2205 N. Calhoun Rd., Brookfield
262-789-9359
EliteRepeatClothing.com

263115006
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Marvin  windows  and  doors  can  provide
a whole new perspective, not the least of
which — better energy efficiency for your
home. With the most available ENERGY
STAR®  options,  prefinished  interiors
(available  in  6  wood  species),  and  19
standard  exterior  colors,   we’ll  help  you
customize  the  perfect  combination  of
glass,  styles  and  finishes  for  your  new
home. 
It’s  all  part  of  four  generations  of
innovation and craftsmanship backed by
an  unwavering  commitment  to  service
and  support  from  Bliffert  Lumber
Waukesha.

©2012 Marvin® Windows and Doors. All rights reserved. ®Registered trademark of Marvin Windows and Doors.
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“We do whatever it takes to make a service special.”

Brookfield: 262-432-8300 • 21600 W. Capitol Dr.

New Berlin: 262-786-8009 • 12401 W. National Ave.

WWW.KRAUSEFUNERALHOME.COM

Mark Krause, Owner

Receptions by Krause                          Bennie, Therapy Dog

• To help families relax, we were the first funeral
home in WI to host receptions.

• Our Grief Therapy Dog gives comfort to hurting
families

• We’re the exclusive local provider of the
Cremation with Confidence™ Guarantee -
offering families peace of mind.

Milw. 414-354-9400 • 7001 W. Brown Deer Rd.

Milw. 414-464-4640 • 9000 W. Capitol Dr.

Our neighbors know we always go the extra mile for them.   
Our goal  is to  provide excellent, compassionate service and 

options families can’t find  anywhere else. That’s why we’re 
continually adding new, unique services.

Citizen
From Page 1B

back,’ and I have tried to live
that my whole life — reach
out my hand to other people
— and I have really truly
been amazed at what I have
gotten back,” Bryon Riesch
said.

The foundation
The Bryon Riesch Paraly-

sis Foundation started as a
golf outing to benefit Riesch.
But when the organizers
approached Bryon to plan the
event for the second year, he
said he wanted to raise
money for others. They chose
the Christopher and Dana
Reeve Foundation. 

Two years later, in 2001,
they started the Bryon Riesch
Paralysis Foundation,
www.brpf.org.

“My goal has always been
the same, my dream has been
to walk again and move again
and try new things,” Riesch
said. “I knew at the time of
my accident that I was never
going to be able to be a
researcher to make that hap-
pen,” but he added, he knew
that through his family and
his personality he’d            be
able to raise money for medi-
cal research.

The annual golf outing has
grown to raise about $400,000
annually with 400 people
attending.

“The best thing about it is
we have been able to make a
difference, whether that’s
research grants or charitable
grants or scholarships. Over
the years you can see how our
impact has really made a dif-
ference not only in my life,
but in a lot of people’s lives
who have been affected by a
neurological disorder,” he
said.

Riesch said paralysis of a
family member can be a great
financial burden, from
acquiring a motorized
wheelchair that can cost
$40,000 to a $25,000 ramp for a
$30,000 van. There’s also the
process of making a home
accessible by equipping it
with a ramp, bars in the
bathroom and a new bed.

This is an area where the
Bryon Riesch Paralysis Foun-
dation is happy to help. It has
provided grants to individu-
als for something as simple
as a shower chair, but for that
individual, it can be life-
changing.

In the 20 years that Riesch
and his friends have been
raising money, they have col-

lected more than $5 million
and have added more events
to the foundation’s lineup,
such as a fashion show and a
bowling tournament. 

“I am lucky,” he said. “I am
kind of like a figurehead for
this whole thing. While my
name gets put on it, there’s
really so many other people
who do so much work from
our board to our volunteers
that I almost feel guilty some-
times because I feel like I am
the one who normally gets
credit for it. Their work is
what makes it happen. It’s
them that propels me, that
gives me hope, which keeps
me going. You see someone
else working their butt off to
help you and guess what, you
are going to do the same
thing. ”

While Riesch may remain
humble about his involve-
ment with the foundation’s
accomplishments, those
around him say he is the rea-
son for its success.

“He is a key motivator and
inspirational leader to make
a lot of that happen,” Ken
Riesch said.

Inspiring others
Carolyn Hahn, a board

member of the Bryon Riesch
Paralysis Foundation, nomi-
nated Riesch to be the Free-
man Citizen of the Year.

“His goal is to provide a
cure for paralysis for other
people,” she said. “There are
so many other people affected
and he wants to help them.
It’s never about him.”

Riesch was also nominated
by Suzanne Frank.

“Our community has
become much more inclusive
of people with disabilities
through such events as
Bryon’s Run/Walk/Roll to
Cure Paralysis, This is
How We Roll Fashion Show,
and BRPF Team Sports
Challenge among others,”
she wrote in her nomination.
“Bryon’s partnerships with
the Medical College of
Wisconsin, Wisconsin Adap-
tive Sports Association,
Marquette and Carroll uni-
versities have added so much
to all of our lives here. Bryon,
who is just 40, does all this
from his wheelchair! He is an
inspiration to everyone who
meets him. I cannot think of
a better person to receive this
award.”

Foundation funding
Through the years, the

Bryon Riesch Paralysis Foun-
dation has established ties
with several places of acade-

my in the area, including
Marquette University, the
Medical College of Wiscon-
sin and Carroll University. 

Riesch said some of the
money raised by the founda-
tion also has been used as
seed money for research and
to develop and flesh out ideas
that can then be used to
acquire larger grants.

The foundation has worked
with a gene therapist at the
Medical College of Wiscon-
sin to find a cure for paraly-
sis. The $250,000 they gave
him over the course of sever-
al years has led him to get
about $5 million in grant
money that he has put toward
developing the ability to
implant stem cells into a
spine that improves the per-
son’s movement, Riesch said. 

Some other medical
research and technology that
the Bryon Riesch Paralysis
Foundation has invested in is
DTI imaging, which is simi-
lar to an MRI and takes
images of a spinal cord.
Those images can help illus-
trate if a person might be
able to eventually walk again
or could regain hand move-
ment. 

“It’s so cool for me to be in
the midst of all this. To be
able to see this. To be able to
see people get better and to
have hope and dreams. The
reality is that stuff is really
happening and people no
longer have to necessarily
hope, but believe that this
going to be,” Riesch said. 

He said he’s excited to see
the paralysis research being
conducted in Milwaukee and
Waukesha counties, as well
as southeastern Wisconsin.

Two jobs
With the amount of events

the Bryon Riesch Paralysis
Foundation now holds, it
sounds like a full-time job for
Riesch, but he considers it
his second job. He works
about 30 hours per week as a
project manager at his fami-
ly’s R&R Insurance business
in Waukesha. 

Prior to joining R&R Insur-
ance, Riesch worked in the IT
department at Northwestern
Mutual for seven years.

“I believe in the power of
work and the independence it
gives someone,” he said. “The
ability to go outside and
make a living and not be
dependent on someone else.”

Upbeat and appreciative
It’s impossible to describe

Riesch without first starting
with his humor. Shortly after
shaking a person’s hand, he

starts making the person feel
at ease with a joke or a witty
comment. 

Only a short time after
becoming paralyzed, Riesch
was able to laugh at himself.
He recalls how his leg would
sometimes have spasms and
jump around during class
at Marquette University.  He
said everyone would look at
him and he’d exclaim, “Oh,
my god, I can move!”

“You can’t cry about it. You
might as well laugh about it,”
Riesch said about his injury.

Janet Curtis, the director of
development for the Bryon
Riesch Paralysis Foundation,
admires Bryon’s ability to
remain upbeat.

“He is the kindest person.
You don’t hear him complain
really hardly ever about his
adversities. What I always
really marvel at is in his situ-
ation, he has not had a lot of
control over his life. ... He
could be kind of down and
complain about it; he never
does. He is always really
grateful and appreciative
when you help him out,” she
said.

And for many people he
meets, Bryon becomes their
role model.

“Bryon is a constant
reminder to me of what it
takes to beat adversity. He is
an absolute hero to so many
people and he doesn’t even
realize it," she said.

Family and friends
For those closest to Bryon,

they don’t see a paralyzed
man, they see a brother, son,
uncle or best friend.

“We all look at Bryon as if
he is an able-bodied member
of the family and we have got-
ten used to that,” Ken Riesch
said. “And because          of
Bryon we have gotten to meet
a whole new group of peo-
ple.”

His sister, Stephanie
Riesch-Knapp, describes
Bryon as a dreamer. 

“You know he is trying to
make life better for himself
and for all of those around
him,” she said. “He doesn’t
give up, even though he has
faced some of the most diffi-
cult stuff I have seen anyone
face. I think he has done a
tremendous job of overcom-
ing his disability.”

And whether it’s dancing
with the nieces and nephews
or making jokes with his sib-
lings, Riesch makes others
happy.

“He’s my older brother and
he’s very competitive, very
fun, down to earth and outgo-
ing,” Riesch-Knapp said.

“He’s fun to be around. Peo-
ple gravitate toward him
because it makes people
happy to be around him. He’s
like a good drug."

She added, “He truly
respects people for who they
are. He doesn’t judge because
he has been through so much
in his life. He is really able to
be on the same level as people
no matter what circum-
stances they face.”

Hobbies
Some of Bryon’s biggest

hobbies are watching basket-
ball, especially Marquette
games, and viewing the
games with his nieces and
nephews. He even makes it to
every home game.

Before his injury, Riesch
was an avid sports player,
participating in varsity bas-
ketball and golf and even
winning state champi-
onships. Paralysis has not
kept Riesch from fishing at
his family’s cabin on Lac La
Belle. He is able to cast the
line with an adaptive reel
that allows him to pull in
catches.

But it’s basketball that real-
ly gets his heart pumping.

Ken Riesch recalls how
Bryon is always on the
phones with his nieces and
nephews while the game is
on, talking about it. In addi-
tion, he has coached basket-
ball since becoming a
quadriplegic, Ken Riesch
said. 

The future
When asked about the

future, Riesch said he’s com-
mitted to helping R&R
Insurance to continue to
grow and transition to its
new headquarters in the
City of Pewaukee.

He also remains commit-
ted to continuing to help the
community that has helped
him so much. “It’s not often
you look at your life and say
this is why I am here,”
Riesch said. 

His father knows there is a
lot more his son will accom-
plish. “Bryon is a very car-
ing young man that has
channeled a terrible injury
into some pretty big success-
es and I don’t think there is
an end to what he can do,”
he said. “A lot of times I
think he’s just scratching
the surface.”

Submitted photo

Kailey Knapp gets ready for a Marquette game with her uncle
Bryon Riesch.

Submitted photo

One of Bryon Riesch’s favorite hobbies is fishing.
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18900 W Bluemound Rd, Ste 218

Brookfield, WI
(Located upstairs in the 
Galleria West Shopping Center)

262-754-2727 • BrightSmiles.net

Providing Gentle Dentistry
for your Entire Family!

We’ve Put The Team Back Together
Rita has recently been
reunited with Dr. May

as her assistant. 
After working together

for 11 years, they are
excited to welcome any

previous patients to
their new office! 

No Insurance? No Worries!

Annual Discount Dental Plan
Includes: Two Cleanings,Two Exams, X-Ray and More!

In addition you will receive a 20% savings on

ANY Dental Treatment for the entire year.

Children: $259/year
(under 16 years old. Value of $541!)

Adults: $299/year
(Value of $679!)
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Now Accepting New Patients!

www.TheAirsoftHeadquarters.com

300 Travis Lane  Unit 19  
Waukesha, WI 53189

Mon.-Fri. 12-8pm
Sat./Sun. 10am-6pm

262-278-4313

ALL NEW TRADE UP PROGRAM!
TRADE IN!          TRADE UP!
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Beauty and the bowl
Antique bowl by German maker still in mint 

condition; medical charts just what doctors ordered
Q.: My family was from

Pennsylvania and this bowl
has always been cherished by
previous generations. Could
you tell us about it and a value
please? 

— Diana, Brookfield

A.: Hardworking Americans
had been averse to luxury dec-
orative items until importers
introduced attainable prices.
Many have credited the
upswing of imported goods as
a result of the 1876 Centennial
Exposition in Pennsylvania. 

Reinhold Schlegelmilch
started a porcelain works in
Germany late 1800s. He per-
petually updated molds, pat-
terns and only used quality
transfer prints. Hand, brush-
touch color  was added to trim.
This bowl is from his high-
quality years which ended
around 1910. (After 1910, the
porcelain molds were simpler
with mostly floral patterns
and those today have low mar-
ket value.)

Your back-stamp is known
as the “red mark.” In red color
are “R.S. Prussia” and a star,
the green fern-wreath has red-
dish frond tips; it is his most
copied maker’s mark. In the
1890s, artist Charles Dana Gib-
son worked as the illustrator
for Life magazine. He por-
trayed his Gibson Girl images
as progressive trend-setters,
which made him very popular.
This porcelain series mim-
icked the magazine’s Gibson
Girl with a series called “Sea-
sons.”

Your bowl with the “Carna-
tion Mold” has an ornate scal-
loped edge with flared, blown-
out relief. The fall season
motif has soft, wispy colors of
burnt orange, muted yellow
and lavender. Decorations
include the use of unpainted
leaf silhouettes, a background
technique used for interest
and dimension. 

Your 11-inch diameter bowl
with a 3-inch depth is in mint
condition. This centerpiece
bowl could interest both R.S.
Prussia and Gibson Girl col-
lectors. Minimum value is
$375.00.

* * *

Q.: Thank you for your con-
sideration of these anatomical

training charts. I think they
are unique but unfortunately I
have never had the number 9
chart. 

— Michael, Elm Grove

A.: There is always a com-
pelling interest in universal
health and medical concepts.
The original 10 anatomical
charts were created in 1910 by
Dr. F. Frohse at the University
of Berlin and used interna-
tionally. This was an era lead-
ing up to World War I when
commerce, trade and supplies
were interrupted. A. J. Nys-
trom Chicago, was a major
educational publisher and dis-
tributor of this American Edi-
tion, © 1918, known as Amer-
Frohse Anatomical Charts.
They were edited by professor
Max Brodel of Johns Hopkins
University School of
Medicine, Maryland. Histori-
cally, charts and maps have
been difficult to update and
often rendered obsolete. Cur-
rently however, some educa-
tional and reference docu-
ments have been given a “his-
torical development value.”
Many are now being preserved
and collected as early database
models. 

These charts are housed in
an oak case on spring-loaded
dowels that independently
pull down, then retract for pro-
tective storage. They are print-
ed on linen-covered canvas
and visually large enough for
classroom instruction. Each
chart contains concise refer-
encing, vivid color illustra-
tions and the “latest” of diag-
nostic details. Number nine
missing chart is of the
endocrine glands. If you are
looking to replace it, singular
charts are found online fre-

quently. If all nine charts are
original to the oak case,
insure it for $2,400. Condition
quality could merit value, up
or down. If you have the
“Key” booklet that is in both
Latin and English, add $100.

Submit an item 
for consideration

Do you have an item or col-
lection of items that could be
shared in a future newspaper
column? Let Barbara Eash
hear about it!

To have your item or collec-
tion considered send the fol-
lowing information: up to
three, sharp, well-lit photos of
front & back of the item(s),
measurements as well as any
history or hearsay, length of
ownership and your full name,
address and daytime phone
number. Mail: Waukesha
Antique Shop, ATTN Barbara
Eash, 1427 E. Racine, Ave. Unit
E-2, Waukesha, WI 53186 or
e m a i l :
beappraisals@gmail.com. If
your item(s) are considered
for a future column, we will
contact you. No photos can be
returned and no purchase of
items will occur.

(Barbara Eash is a member
of the Certified Appraisers
Guild of America, specializing
in appraisals of antiques and
collectibles and has extensive
experience writing and speak-
ing about antiques.)

BARBARA
EASH

Antiques Appraised
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By Mark Hutchinson 
mhutchinson@conleynet.com 

262-513-2693 

MADISON — Seeding
becomes a hot topic at this
time of year across the bas-
ketball landscape. 

This was the first season in
which the WIAA seeded its
boys and girls basketball tour-
neys, and the seeding panel
put the heat on the Brookfield
Central boys by assigning
them top billing in the Divi-
sion 1 field for the 104th run-
ning of the tournament. 

While snowbanks and ice
were melting all over south-
ern Wisconsin, the Lancers
kept their cool. And they were
rewarded with the first state
championship in their pro-
gram’s 63-year history follow-
ing their 69-52 triumph over
third-seeded Sun Prairie in
the title game March 16 at the
Kohl Center. 

Central finished 23-5, while
Sun Prairie wound up 21-7. 

“We had a couple of football
guys on the team,” said Cen-
tral senior guard and captain
Cole Nau, who totaled 13
points and six assists in the
title game. “I remember they
talked about how much it hurt
to come in second twice. 

“Drew (Leszczynski) is an
example — he was the quar-
terback. Having him on the
team really helped us. He
brought leadership and made
us play really hard in practice. 

“To get this gold ball is
amazing. It’s truly special.” 

Fifth-year Central coach
Dan Wandrey put the accom-
plishment in further perspec-
tive. 

“Every year when we set
those goals, especially with
the team we’ve had the last
few years, being in the state
tournament and competing
for a state championship was
a legitimate opportunity for
us,” Wandrey said. “We talked
about that a lot. 

“We had disappointing fin-
ishes in the last couple of
years, and this group of
seniors has been incredible.
These kids have bought into
everything we’ve asked them
to do, and they just played
with a resolve that was awe-

some. 
“It’s a great feeling. I’m so

proud of them, and they
deserve this, because they did
everything they needed to do
to be successful.” 

The Lancers’ resolve was
put to the test after Gage
Malensek, their leading scor-
er, was dismissed from the
team with one game left in the
regular season. The adversity
galvanized them, and two of
their leaders were asked if
they ever had any doubts that
they could still bring home a
gold ball. 

“No,” Cole Nau said. “No
doubt at all. The confidence I
had in our players and coach-
es was off the charts. After
some of the things happened,
we gathered together as a
team, and it really worked
out.” 

Central sophomore forward
David Joplin continued to
play like a man on a mission
Saturday, amassing game
highs of 23 points, 13
rebounds and three blocked
shots. He made it clear after-
ward that he shared Nau’s
confidence in his team. 

“We didn’t have any doubt
at all,” Joplin said. “We all
knew that we had a job to do,
and our goal was to win the
state championship. It was
pretty cool making sure we
did that tonight.” 

The Lancers, who opened a
double-digit lead 7 minutes, 28
seconds into their state semi-
final victory over Neenah on
March 15, duplicated that feat
in 7:53 during the title game
Saturday. Cole Nau’s 3-pointer
staked them to a 22-12 advan-
tage, and they were up 36-25
entering halftime. 

Central shot 68.2 percent
from the field in the first half
and 63.9 percent for the game.
The Lancers knocked down 6
of 11 3-point tries in the first
half and 9 of 14 overall, and
went 14-for-16 from the free-
throw line in the second half
after not attempting a foul
shot in the first. 

Sun Prairie, meanwhile,
shot 31.8 percent in the first
half and never came close to
finding the range like it did
while winning its previous six
games. The Cardinals fin-

ished at 30.8 percent from the
field. 

Wandrey was asked for the
keys to his team’s fast start,
which saw Joplin score 10
first-half points while Cole
Nau added eight and sopho-
more Ben Nau chipped in
with seven. 

“I think it was more going
with the flow than game
plan,” the coach said. “We
anticipated that they would
play a couple of different zone
defenses. I was actually a little
surprised that they came out
in a man-to-man off that bat.
We made an effort to go inside
and scored a couple of times,
which was really nice. 

“We have guys who just
spend a lot of time working on
their game and making them-
selves really good shooters.
Then what this team did,
maybe more so than some of
our other BC teams, was
share the ball so well. We
make the extra pass. We get
the ball inside and get easy
baskets and stretch the
defense to do some stuff. 

“David (Joplin) was an
absolute man today. That was
awesome to see. That obvious-
ly forces the defense to react
to him. Then when Ben start-
ed shooting with confidence
and Cole and (senior) Jack
(Cooney) made some shots, it
became really contagious.” 

Joplin spoke about the
aggressive mindset he
brought into the game. 

“I was just trying to make
sure I attacked early, because I
knew that if we wanted to win
this game, that I had to have a
great game,” he said. “My
goal was just attacking the
basket and making sure I
could make it or get fouled,
and it worked out tonight.” 

Central’s man-to-man
defense frustrated Sun
Prairie. 

“We just focused on making
them really hard to get bas-
kets, keep the ball out of the
paint and keep them off the
offensive glass,” Wandrey
said. “I thought in the first
half especially we did a great
job of that.” 

Central led by double fig-
ures throughout the second
half, when it sank three treys

and converted 14 of 16 free-
throws. Ben Nau made two of
those long-distance connec-
tions and sank all four of his
foul shots in the second half.
The sophomore finished with
17 points. 

“In the first game, nerves
got to me,” Ben Nau said. “I
had butterflies in my stomach
for the first couple of minutes.
But when we got to the second
game, I was more excited than
nervous. I wanted to come out
here and represent the com-
munity, my family, everyone. 

“This is the best feeling I’ve
ever had in my life, being out
here on the floor with all of
my brothers. We’ve been
through everything together.
This is truly amazing.” 

Ben’s performance made
quite an impression on his
older brother. 

“He saved me a little bit
today,” Cole Nau said. “He hit
some huge shots. It’s truly
special playing with my
brother Ben. He’s a lot differ-
ent than I am, and I get a little
mad at him sometimes. But he
knows I love him, and I’m so
thankful to have him as my
brother.” 

Wandrey called time out
with 30.5 seconds remaining
to get four reserves in the

game, but he elected to let his
captain finish his Central
career on the court. 

“Cole Nau epitomizes
Brookfield Central Lancer
basketball,” Wandrey said of
the Hillsdale (Mich.) College
recruit. “I was maybe hoping
that I’d be able to get him to
come back next year. 

“He did everything for us.
He always did whatever it
took for our team to be suc-
cessful. If it was being a
defender, a distributor, a scor-
er, he was able to do it all. 

“I just felt it was appropri-
ate that he end his career on
the court, especially at the
Kohl Center.” 

Central completes historic state title run
Lancers win first state title in school 

history by beating Sun Prairie

WIAA DIVISION 1 STATE FINAL BOYS BASKETBALL: Brookfield Central 69, Sun Prairie 52

Dave Radcliffe/Freeman Staff

ABOVE: The Brookfield Central boys basketball team raises the gold ball after winning the
program’s first WIAA Division 1 state title with a 69-52 victory over Sun Prairie on March 16 at
the Kohl Center in Madison. BELOW: Brookfield Central sophomore David Joplin shoots over
Sun Prairie senior Brock Voigt during the WIAA Division 1 state championship boys basketball
game Saturday at the Kohl Center in Madison.

By Dave Radcliffe
dradcliffe@conleynet.com

262-513-2655

MADISON — The
youngest child always gets
spoiled.

The fourth of four Rohde
siblings to play basketball at
Brookfield Central, fresh-
man Andrew Rohde already
has a leg up on his three
elders. On March 16, Rohde
played a key role in helping
the Lancers win their first
state title in program histo-
ry, logging 24 minutes in the
WIAA Division 1 champi-
onship against Sun Prairie
as BC’s top reserve.

It’s a role he could have
never envisioned fulfilling
when practice began way
back in November.

“Andrew Rohde spent
some time playing JV,”
Brookfield Central coach
Dan Wandrey said. “We
moved him back and forth.
In this playoff stretch, he
averaged 24 or 25 minutes a
game. He just plays beyond
his years.”

Of Brookfield Central’s 28
games, the 6-foot Rohde saw
minutes in just 16 of them,
playing sporadically for a
stacked Lancer outfit. It was
a team bringing back almost
all of its heavy hitters from a
season ago that was hungry
to avenge an early playoff
exit last winter.

Even when he was up with
the varsity squad, Rohde saw
limited minutes and only
scored more than three
points once during the regu-
lar season.

“I did not see myself play-
ing the role I did at the state
tournament,” Rohde said. “I
just realized I had to do what-
ever I could to help my team
in whatever way possible,
whether it was from the
beginning of the season by
cheering and supporting my
teammates to the end by
playing a little bit more.”

Rohde is the last in line of
a lineage dating back to a
decade ago when his older

brother, Nate, a 2012 gradu-
ate, was flourishing in soc-
cer and basketball at Brook-
field Central, playing with
the likes of Seth Mortag and
Riley LaChance. Nate was a
two-time letterwinner in bas-
ketball and played a season
for the Marquette University
men’s soccer team.

Next came Lydia Rohde,
the 2013-14 Freeman Female
Athlete of the Year. Lydia, a
5-10 guard, was an all-state
pick in soccer and basket-
ball, where she was also a
three-time first-team all-con-
ference selection in the
Greater Metro Conference.

She later went on to be a
vital member of the North-
western women’s basketball
team and graduated from the
university last year.

“He was always playing
with us,” Lydia said of
Andrew. “I’m pretty sure he
was at all of our games. He
was always wanting to go
with us, me or Sam or my
older brother Nate. I think it
made him want to play.”

Lydia’s senior year was
also the final year Wandrey
led the girls at Central, shift-
ing over to the boys side
when longtime coach Mark
Adams stepped down.

That experience of two
older siblings playing under

Wandrey paid dividends for
Andrew.

“It’s a little different on the
girls side, but I just told him
to be ready to get in shape
during practice and learn
how to play as a team,” Lydia
said.

The second-youngest
Rohde sibling to walk
through the BC doors was
Sam, a 2017 graduate. 

He was a freshman when
Wandrey made the transi-
tion from girls to boys bas-
ketball. It all culminated
with a trip to state his senior
year as the 6-2 guard was a
second team All-GMC selec-
tion, averaging 10.8 points
per game for the conference-
champion Lancers.

Sam finished with eight
points on 3 of 7 shooting in
the 2017 WIAA Division 1
state semifinals, but lost in
heartbreaking fashion to
Arrowhead, who prevailed
63-62 in overtime.

One season passed without
a Rohde in the mix, and then
along came Andrew.

“He’s the youngest of four
kids and I’ve had the distinct
pleasure of coaching one of
his older brothers and his
sister,” Wandrey said.
“They’re all kind of the
same from a basketball
standpoint. Andrew really
benefited from being that
younger brother who always
tagged along. Brookfield
Central is going to benefit
from that, I think, for a long
time.”

Rohde saw extended action
in the Lancers’ first two play-
off games, but would really
make his mark coming off
the bench against Brookfield
East in the sectional semifi-
nal. He logged significant
minutes, scoring five points
on 2 of 4 shooting as Cen-
tral’s special run continued.

Rohde picked a heck of a
time to have his best varsity
game to date, scoring a sea-
son-high nine points in the
Lancers’ 61-47 semifinal vic-
tory over Neenah. He’d also
splash home a 3 with a high-
arcing shot that would make
Jon McGlocklin proud in
their gold ball-clinching win
against Sun Prairie on
March 16.

Quite the way to kick off a
high school career that fig-
ures to have many more
memorable moments. But
this one was decades in the
making.

Youngest Rohde finds key role 
Andrew

learns from
three older

siblings
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Brookfield Central freshman
Andrew Rohde shoots a 3
during the WIAA Division 1
state championship boys
basketball game against Sun
Prairie March 16 at the Kohl
Center in Madison.
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