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270 W. Main Street 
Downtown Waukesha 

262-547-2111 
LittleSwissClockShop.com

Little Swiss Clock Shop
Monday-Friday 
9:00AM - 5:30PM

Saturday 
9:00AM - 5:00PM

263398002

LET’S DECORATE

SALES EVENT
See what’s new 

for the mantel, wall 
and floor!

SALE
$599

Reg. $1,040 
71.25” tall

$159
Reg. $283 
36” Diam.

$159
Reg. $284 
32” Diam.

$109
Reg. $258 

Hourly Chime

$129
Reg. $240 
26.25” Tall

FLOOR CLOCK
$2,499

Reg. $5,318 
Westminster Chime

89.75” Tall
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Starting the day right in Lake Country
From breakfast nooks

to brunch bars, area 
restaurants aim to satisfy

By Kelly Smith
kellysmithlakecountrynews@gmail.com

715-292-3560

OCONOMOWOC — Breakfast is often
described as the most important meal of the day.

In Lake Country, there are a plethora of small,
locally owned cafes and coffee shops that offer a
wide variety of freshly cooked breakfasts.

Here are some of the more iconic ones.

M & M, Sussex
Perhaps the “granddaddy” of them all is the M

& M in Sussex. 
Local historian Fred Keller believes N64-W2336

Main St. has been a restaurant address for more
than 50 years.

Members of the Babits family have been cook-
ing on the grill and waiting tables since they pur-
chased it in the late 1970s.

It is a classic 20th-century Midwest diner where
some customers can watch meals being prepared
on the grill while sitting at a large counter that
stretches across more than half the length of the
restaurant.

On the opposite wall are booths. There are
tables scattered between the booths and the
counter.

The breakfast menu is classic Americana. The
steak and eggs are among the best of the region.

It is the ultimate in casual breakfast dinning.
You can wear your sweats over your pj’s and no
one at the M & M will notice or care.

S & J Café, Oconomowoc
Despite its small size, the S & J Café at 113 S.

Main St. is a big draw in Oconomowoc and, per-
haps, the most unique breakfast spot in the
region.

There is a small counter in the front of this
compact establishment where customers sitting
on stools are so close to Chef Scott Ames they can
practically pick his pockets while he cooks on the
grill.

His wife, Jennifer, serves the few tables that are
squeezed into the back of the café that has won
rave reviews for the quality of its food and friend-
liness. 

While the breakfast menu includes the usual

Midwestern offerings, there are also some unique
specials including a breakfast bagel with smoked
salmon, cream cheese, red onion and capers
called Rolelaks.

Opening at 5 a.m. on week day mornings, pro-
vides the S & J with an earlier start than most
breakfast spots in the region. 

Amalia’s, Oconomowoc
Down the street and around the corner from the

S & J is Amalia’s, located in the Avenue Square
Mall along Wisconsin Avenue in downtown
Oconomowoc.

Originally the Mug N Muffin, Theresa and Jose
Perez of Watertown took over the establishment
about 15 years ago and renamed it Amalia’s.

Jose, the chef, “is always creating interesting
items for the menu and loves fixing food for our
customers,” said his wife Theresa.

Cin-A-Bun French Toast covered with a straw-
berry, blueberry or apple glaze is among the
house specialties.

In addition to breakfast and lunch, Amalia’s
also features a dinner menu including a variety of
Greek and Italian dishes, unusual offerings for
Lake Country breakfast spots.

Lumber Inn, Delafield
Located near the corner of Wells and Genesee

streets in downtown Delafield, the Lumber Inn is 

Photos by Kelly Smith

The signs of some Lake Country restaurants become landmarks of sorts in their own rights.

See EATERIES, PAGE 2A
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20880 W. Enterprise Ave., Brookfield
www.snkpump.com

Water conditioning, filtration and purification

COMPLETE WELL PUMP 
& PLUMBING SERVICE

Residential • Commercial •  Industrial

24 Hr. Emergency Service

262-782-7190
All Plumbing Repairs & Installation 

Water Heaters (Standard & Tankless Style)

Well & Sump Pumps, Pressure Tanks 

Drain Cleaning & Emergency Service

When It Comes to Water, 
One Call Does It All!
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Delafield gets rare Washington portrait

By Kelly Smith
kellysmithlakecountrynews

@gmail.com
715-292-3560

DELAFIELD — Calendar
entrepreneur and developer
Bob Lang is lending to the
city what he has described as
a rare, valuable, and very
large oil painting of Presi-
dent George Washington.

“I wanted to do something
for Delafield,” Lang
explained.

The painting dates back to
the 1830s, but the artist is
unknown, Lang said.

He would not disclose how
much he paid for the paint-
ing when he purchased it in
Washington, D.C., in 2012.

“Let’s just say it is worth
numbers in the hundreds of
thousands of dollars and it is
more than the numbers one
and two,” Lang said.

The painting was shipped
to Delafield last year along
with Lang’s collection of oil
portraits of Abraham Lin-
coln, which were at the Get-
tysburg National Museum
and are now on display at the
Delafield History Center.

Lang was instrumental in
helping the Hawks Inn His-
torical Society persuade Get-
tysburg museum officials to
lend to Hawks Inn the Medal
of Honor posthumously
awarded to Delafield Civil
War hero Lt. Alonzo Cush-
ing. The medal will be dis-
played at Hawks Inn along
with the Lincoln collection
until August. 

Lang said the Washington
portrait will also be at City
Hall until then.

The challenge for city offi-
cials has been deciding
where and how to hang the
portrait, which, Lang said, is
about 7 feet tall. The weight
of the painting and its frame
is more than 300 pounds.

Two sites, inside the
Delafield Public Library or

above the main floor atrium,
have been under considera-
tion, Common Council Presi-
dent Tim Aicher said.

Aicher explained the
library, and the atrium
between the library and
administration offices, are
the only locations in City
Hall with blank wall space
tall enough for the painting.

However, City Clerk
Michelle Luedtke told The
Freeman the atrium may not
be suitable because the paint-
ing must be protected from
direct sunlight which during
the day shines brightly in the
atrium. 

She said there may be
space on a tall wall adjacent
to the children’s section of

the library.
Another challenge, she

explained, is how to move the
painting because of its
height and weight from its
present undisclosed location
to City Hall. 

Lang said he has associates
who are professional carri-
ers who can help with reloca-
tion.

Lang lends
painting to city

Kelly Smith/Special to Conley Media

This rare and unique oil portrait of George Washington and his horse Blue Skin is entitled
“The Battle of Dorchester Heights,” according to antique art dealers who believe the work
was done in the 1830s but do not know the artist, Delafield developer Bob Lang said. He is
lending the portrait to the city of Delafield where it will be displayed in City Hall.

Waukesha Rotary
names BluesFest

headliners

WAUKESHA —The
Waukesha Rotary Club
announced recently that
Joanne Shaw Taylor and
The Fabulous Thunderbirds
will headline this year’s
Waukesha Rotary Blues-
Fest. 

This year’s festival, “An
American Music and Art
Festival,” will be held Fri-
day and Saturday, Aug. 9 and
10 at Naga-Waukee Park in
Delafield.  

Gates are slated to open at
12:30 p.m. each day with
music entertainment run-
ning from 1 to 10 p.m.

Described as “the girl with
the big voice from the Black
Country in England,” Tay-
lor is expected to headline
Friday’s lineup, while The
Fabulous Thunderbirds will
highlight Saturday’s enter-
tainment. 

Best known for their ’80s
hits “Tuff Enuff” and “Wrap
It Up,” the band has been
delivering high-energy
Texas blues for close to four
decades. 

Advance tickets for the
Waukesha Rotary BluesFest

will go on sale April 15 at
waukeshabluesfest.com.
Advance tickets will also be
available at Almont Gallery,
342 W. Main St. in downtown
Waukesha, all Waukesha
State Bank locations, and all
White House of Music loca-
tions.  Tickets will also be
available at the gate during
the festival.

Joanne Shaw Taylor, 
Fabulous Thunderbirds 

to play Naga-Waukee Aug. 9-10

Submitted photo

Four decades after cranking out radio hits like “Tuff Enuff”
and “Wrap It Up,” the Fabulous Thunderbirds will headline
BluesFest’s Saturday night this year.

Submitted photo

Joanne Shaw Taylor, “the girl
with the big voice from the
Black Country in England,” will
headline BluesFest’s Friday
night.
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Check out the MBA Spring Tour for fresh ideas to make your dream home a reality. 
This year’s tour will feature: New Homes • Condos • Lots • Developments. 

The MBA Spring Tour guide has all the details inside the April edition.
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- OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK -
Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-8pm

Saturday 8am-5pm
Sunday 12-4pm

Convenient Extended and
URGENT CARE Hours

Boarding, Dentistry, Diagnostic Imaging, 
Drive-Through Pharmacy, Dog Day Care, 

Grooming, Internal Medicine, Orthopedics, 
Rehabilitation including Hydro & Laser-therapy,

Pain Management, Preventative/Wellness, 
Senior/Geriatric Health, 
Surgery, Vaccinations

At Pewaukee Veterinary Service, we are committed to providing the 
most comprehensive care to our patients, focusing on their individual needs.

262-347-0787
Visit our website to schedule an appointment online
PewaukeeVeterinaryService.com

www.TheAirsoftHeadquarters.com

300 Travis Lane  Unit 19  
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Eateries
From Page 1A

one of the region’s best-
known breakfast spots.

Formerly a lumber yard
pay station, it was estab-
lished in the early 1980s by
Dave and Shar Huebner as
a smaller version of the
classic Midwestern family
diner with customers sit-
ting at a counter in front of
the cooking grill surround-
ed by a few tables and
booths.

It has tripled in size since
Raul Perez took it over in
2002.

Yet, he has kept his

promise that tasty Ameri-
can and Mexican breakfast
dishes will be served to cus-
tomers within 5 minutes
after the order is placed in
the kitchen.

Perez is the American
dream come true. 

He crossed the Ameri-
can-Mexican border at the
age of 17, began working as
a dish washer and cook in
northern Illinois, and even-
tually accomplished his
goal of owning a restau-
rant.

Hartbrook Café, Hartland
Owned by Barbara and

David Krumenacher of
Delafield, the Hartbrook

Café has survived the ups
and downs of decades of
economic trends in restau-
rants and strip malls.

This spacious establish-
ment includes booths and
tables along with a large U-
shaped counter that gives it
the feel of the suburban
diners that became popular
in the 1950s and early 1960s.

Located in the Sendik’s
Hartbrook Plaza, formerly
Hartbrook Mall, on the
north side of Hartland, the
Hartbook Café menu offers
the standard Midwestern
breakfast fare of bacon,
eggs omelets, pancakes and
biscuits and gravy.

“Our hash browns have

made us famous,” said
restaurant manager Sandy
Watt.

Pink Mocha, Hartland
The newest, and perhaps

“hottest,” breakfast land-
mark in Lake Country is
the Pink Mocha.

Heidi Nugent opened the
coffee and sandwich cafe in
downtown Hartland in
2013.

She moved it in 2016 to its
present location in a small
strip mall at 418 Merton
Ave. near the interchange
of Merton Avenue and
Highway 16.

It is a casual, compact
and intimate venue that

can quickly become crowd-
ed during early and mid-
morning hours on both
weekdays and weekends.

It has a diverse breakfast
menu offering a variety of
sandwiches, wraps, and
cereal and vegetable bowls,
in addition to the standard
omelets and pancakes.

Among the house spe-
cials are the crab cakes
Benedict, spinach and feta
cheese omelet, and blueber-
ry granola pancakes.

It is one of the few Lake
Country breakfast spots
where you can order a
mixed drink in addition to
a wide variety of coffees,
teas, and other beverage. 

Local pharmacists discuss evolving industry

By Brandon Anderegg
banderegg@conleynet.com

262-513-2657

WAUKESHA — It’s no
secret old-timey pharma-
cies with soda fountains,
barstools and stained cabi-
netry have faded away, but
some family-run and inde-
pendent pharmacies have
found a way to survive in an
industry marked by acqui-
sitions and mergers.

Dave Schultz, owner of
Tobin’s Pharmacy in
Oconomowoc, said it was in
the 1970s when he began
seeing pharmacies evolve.
At that time, Schultz and
his brother worked for his
parents at the family’s
Burlington Pharmacy, he
said.

This era, Schultz said,
was the time that pharma-
cies became quasi-depart-
ment stores as they began
offering much more than
just prescriptions.

“Back in the early ’70s
when the store became
Tobin’s, that was the tilt at
that time,” Schultz said. “It
was actually my parents
that had the vision that if
you’re going to compete,
you need to have a different
angle.”

Competition against
chains has affected the
number of mom and pop
pharmacies seen today, but
the impact insurance com-
panies have on small phar-
macies has been just as
challenging, Schultz added.

“Right now, 18.9 percent
of our prescriptions are
being paid at below our
actual cost of the medica-
tion,” Schultz said. “That’s
at Tobin’s, but this is hap-
pening to most pharma-
cies.”

Many insurance compa-
nies have contracts with
certain pharmacies called
Medicare D contracts,
which are sometimes adver-
tised by providers as “pre-
ferred pharmacies,”
Schultz said. In other
words, an established cus-
tomer may be driven to a
different pharmacy because
of their insurance plan and
how it affects their co-pay
for prescriptions. 

“What that is forcing peo-
ple to do is, your established
customer is being forced to
go to a different provider,”
Schultz said. 

Washington County is an
example of an area in Wis-
consin where independent
or family-run pharmacies
no longer exist.

Rexall in downtown Hart-
ford was one of the last
independent pharmacies in
the county, said Scott
Henke, Hartford Chamber
of Commerce executive
director. The building is
now inhabited by Scoop
Deville Ice Cream Shop and
Bakery, which Henke said
has tried to revive the old
pharmacy feel. 

“They (Rexall) used to
have the soda fountain and
the old prescription coun-

ters in the back,” said
Henke. “It’s got to be 25-plus
years in my opinion since
something was anywhere,
whether it was in Hartford
or West Bend.”

Henke, who’s lived in the
Hartford area for decades,
said he’s not quite sure why
pharmacies in the area
have evaporated.

“I think it’s a lot like
banking with the regula-
tions and different things
you have to do,” Henke said.
“I think it may just be easi-
er to not compete and go
work for them.” 

Personal touch
Rick Conner, owner of

Hometown Pharmacy in
downtown Hartland, own-

ing an independent phar-
macy means going the extra
mile for customers. On
occasion, Conner will make
at-home prescription deliv-
eries as well as administer
immunizations at home or
in vehicles for those who
cannot make it to the phar-
macy, he said.

“I’ve opened up the phar-
macy after hours to take
care of patients and even
given out my personal cell-
phone,” Conner said.

For Conner, independent
pharmacies like his take
the time to educate their
patients on alternatives to
medications, such as nutri-
tional supplements and pre-
ventative health care plans
to avoid certain ailments

from becoming long-term,
he said. 

“You get more personal-
ized care and we have more
time to coordinate things
with doctors and other
health care professionals,”
Conner said.  “With inde-
pendents, we have a little
more time to tailor the ser-
vices we offer to get the best
outcome for the patient.”

And that extra time phar-
macists spend can mean the
difference between life and
death. “At least twice last
year, we caught two drug
interactions that could have
potentially killed an indi-
vidual,” Schultz said. ‘Peo-
ple don’t think about that,
all they think about is
‘what’s my co-pay?’” 

Submitted photo

It is believed that a drugstore has been in the Hometown Pharmacy building as far back
as 1894. The tall rectangle building can be seen in the photo on the right side of East
Capitol Drive in Hartland just beyond an electrical post.

Some family-run, independent
pharmacies still survive



By Brandon Anderegg
banderegg@conleynet.com

262-513-2657

WAUKESHA — Wiscon-
sin’s bald eagle population
continues to rebound with
1,695 occupied nests in 2018,
a record high since the Wis-
consin Department of Natu-
ral Resources began aerial
surveys in the early 1970s.

The statewide record was
accompanied by another
indicator of the raptor’s
comeback after Walworth
County confirmed its first
documented nest in at least
half a century, according to
results released in the 2018
Wisconsin Bald Eagle Nest
survey.

“2018 was another great
year for the bald eagles’
remarkable comeback in
Wisconsin,” said Laura
Jaskiewicz, a Department of
Natural Resources research
scientist who coordinates
the statewide aerial survey. 

“The number of nests is
still increasing throughout
the state and we now have
them documented in 71 of 72
counties,” Jaskiewicz said.

Milwaukee is the only
county that did not meet the
aerial survey criteria, which
includes a repaired nest, an
incubating adult, eggs or
young in the nest. And
though eagles have not yet
found a home in Milwaukee,
it’s not out of the realm of
possibility.

“That being said, it’s cer-
tainly not impossible. In
areas like the Twin Cities
metro area of Minnesota,
bald eagles are doing quite
well, and the Minnesota
DNR has documented
dozens of active nesting ter-
ritories,” said Sharon Fan-
del, a DNR district ecologist
with the Natural Heritage
Conservation program.

Wisconsin DNR conserva-
tion biologists and DNR
pilots conducted the 2018
aerial survey in March and
April, but the nest docu-
mented in Walworth County
was reported by a private
citizen, according to a DNR
press release.

Fandel, who went to the
site and confirmed the nest,
put out a call last year for
residents to report potential
bald eagle nests in south-
eastern Wisconsin.

“Citizen reports were a big
help this past year,” Fandel
said. “There were a handful
of reports that helped con-
firm new nests while other
reports identified nests that
we didn’t know about previ-
ously.”

For over 100 years, eagles
had not been successful
nesting in southeastern Wis-
consin, said Shawn Graff,
American Bird Conservancy
vice president for the Great
Lakes Region. The first suc-
cessful nesting pair of bald
eagles showed up in 2007 in
Mequon, Graff added.

“Donges Bay Gorge was

where those first eaglets
were actually born,” Graff
said. “That pair was success-
ful for a number of years.”

Graff said the Waukesha
County Land Conservancy,
the Ozaukee and Washing-
ton County Land Trust and
the Tall Pines Conservancy
have all been instrumental
in the soaring eagle popula-
tion in southeast Wisconsin.

Eagle watching
Despite the unseasonably

cold weather this winter,
there are still several areas
that are prime for eagle
watching, especially near
open water, said Mary Holle-
back, senior naturalist and
educator at the Riveredge
Nature Center.

“Usually, they’re a more
rural bird,” Holleback said.
“So people have been seeing
them all along the Milwau-
kee river in Cedarburg, Port
Washington, Grafton, West
Bend and up into Kewaskum
and Campbellsport.”

In Washington County,
some of the best places to
see eagles include Glacial
Hill Park on Friess Lake, the
Kettle Moraine State Forrest
Northern Unit, Pike Lake
and Sandy Knoll Park. In
Waukesha County, eagles
have been spotted at the Ret-
zer Nature Center and
Nagawicka Lake, while the
Vernon Marsh has been a
hot spot as of late.

While some of the men-
tioned places make for great
bird watching, Graff con-
tends that the Milwaukee
River Corridor between
West Bend and Newburg is
one of the best spots.

“It would be difficult not
to see the eagles if you were
canoeing the river during
the summer months,” Graff
said.

The Ozaukee Washington
Land Trust observation
tower is also another great

spot, he added.
“I’ve probably seen 50

eagles from there,” Graff
said. “Not just bald eagles
but golden eagles and
dozens of other raptors.”

Eagle statistics and status
Bald eagles were dropped

from the state endangered
species list in 1997 and the
federal list in 2007; eagles
and their nests are still fed-
erally protected under the
Bald and Golden Eagle Pro-
tection Act and the Migrato-
ry Bird Treaty Act.

Vilas and Oneida County
have the most eagles’ nests
in the state with 172 and 154
respectively, according to
the survey. These two coun-
ties have topped the charts
in Wisconsin for several
years due to their high con-
centration of freshwater
lakes, which make for great
nesting grounds.

Although Waukesha and
Washington counties both
have several lakes to boast,
these counties only have two
nests each. 

The 2018 survey found a
total of 1,695 bald eagle
nests occupied by breeding
adults, an increase of 105
nests from 2017. This is a 6.6
percent increase and more
than 16 times as many nests
found in the first detailed
surveys in 1974, when bald
eagles were listed as state
and federally endangered
species and only 108 nests
were documented, according
to the Wisconsin DNR web-
site.

The record number of
nests documented this year
results from protections
under the state and federal
endangered species laws,
declining levels of DDT in
the environment, and DNR
and partner efforts to help
monitor and aid recovery,
according to the Wisconsin
DNR website.
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The keg connoisseur

By Brandon Anderegg
banderegg@conleynet.com

262-513-2657

MILWAUKEE — When the
dust settles at a college party
and the keg is finally tapped,
what happens to the keg?

Most college students
would return the keg to a
store and reclaim their
deposit while the more for-
getful left their investment
in the basement of a college
house where it embarked on
a new journey as a chair or a
foot stool.

For Wales native and
Spike Brewing owner Ben
Caya, the forgotten kegs may
have been empty, but they
were still filled with oppor-
tunities. 

Caya, who graduated UW-
Milwaukee with a mechani-
cal engineering degree in
the mid-2000s, spent many
days as a college student col-
lecting kegs from friends
and selling them on
Craigslist.

“Someone just came to my
college basement and gave
me 50 bucks,” Caya said.

Caya didn’t at first realize
his clients had been cutting
off the tops of the kegs and
repurposing them into
homebrewing equipment.

As demand began to ramp
up, fliers posted around cam-
pus soliciting kegs from
classmates wasn’t enough
anymore.

Soon after, a truck loaded
with 50 kegs was backing
into the alley of his Farwell
Avenue college house.
Before he knew it, Caya
became a keg connoisseur in
his own right.

What started as a college
hobby turned into Spike
Brewing, a nationally recog-
nized brewing equipment
business and brand operat-
ing out of a 22,000-square-
foot facility in Milwaukee’s
Riverwest neighborhood.

“I think when I saw the
kegs in my basement, I
thought ‘Oh, those have to be
worth something, put it on
Craigslist and see where it
goes,’” Caya said. “I never
imagined it would turn into
this.”

Spike Brewing manufac-
tures brew kettles, conical
fermenters, brewing sys-
tems and other homebrew-
ing accessories. The compa-
ny also specializes in custom
kettles that are welded in
house, Caya said.

The facility houses an
engineering lab, showroom,
warehouse, a test brewery,

an employee tap room with
employee-brewed beers. The
company has worked with
several local brewers includ-
ing MobCraft, 1840 Brewing
Company, Gathering Place
Brewing and New Barons
Brewing Co-Op.

“A perfect way to test pro-
totype equipment is to
encourage local breweries
around town to use it,” Caya
said. “Many do and some of
these pilot recipes end up
being brewed commercially
at these breweries.”

Homebrewing fun
Caya sells some of his ket-

tles to commercial compa-
nies who would like to test
recipes without mucking up
their commercial brewing
systems. But most of his
clientele comprises at-home
brewers, adding that many
of them are technical and
hands-on individuals who
enjoy the process of making
beer.

“People obsess over this
(brewing) so, they are very
particular,” Caya said. “I
think these people really
enjoy the process of making
something themselves and
sharing it with family,
friends and other beer
nerds.”

Wales man turns college hobby into business 
selling brewing equipment 

Brandon Anderegg/Freeman Staff

Spike Brewing welder Jason Meyer points out the difficulties of welding tri-clamps onto a
kettle that Keith Lyons is using to practice his welding. Welders will practice on several test
kettles before working on customized kettles for clients.

Reaching new heights
Eagle numbers continue to soar across state

Photo courtesy of Karl A. Lurvey and the Waukesha County Land Conservancy

A bald eagle overlooks School Section Lake in western
Waukesha County.
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“We do whatever it takes to make a service special.”

Brookfield: 262-432-8300 • 21600 W. Capitol Dr.

New Berlin: 262-786-8009 • 12401 W. National Ave.

WWW.KRAUSEFUNERALHOME.COM

Mark Krause, Owner

Receptions by Krause                          Bennie, Therapy Dog

• To help families relax, we were the first funeral
home in WI to host receptions.

• Our Grief Therapy Dog gives comfort to hurting
families

• We’re the exclusive local provider of the
Cremation with Confidence™ Guarantee -
offering families peace of mind.

Milw. 414-354-9400 • 7001 W. Brown Deer Rd.

Milw. 414-464-4640 • 9000 W. Capitol Dr.

Our neighbors know we always go the extra mile for them.   
Our goal  is to  provide excellent, compassionate service and 

options families can’t find  anywhere else. That’s why we’re 
continually adding new, unique services.

GOOD CREDIT? BAD CREDIT? NO CREDIT? WE CAN HELP!

We Own Our Own Finance Company!
Call Path Ty to get your vehicle today!

Home of the Lifetime Warranty

1015 S. Main St. • Mukwonago, WI 53149

Call Us Now: 866-415-6660
www.Amatoford.com Monday - Friday 8-8; Saturday 8-5

GUARANTEED

FINANCING!
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Kitchens  |   Baths  |   Dens  |   Cabins  |   Off ices  |   Rec Rooms

Work With Experienced
Design Professionals

“We Specialize in Cabinetry”
1005 Richards Road, Hartland | 262.367.9439

www.kitchencreators.com

Cabinetry
For Every

Room,
Every

Budget!

263407002

We Beat All Big Box Stores and all Competitors  |  Visit Our Showroom By Appointment 

NEW
SHOWROOM
DISPLAYS!

WE SPECIALIZE
IN NORCRAFT’S
MID CONTINENT

CABINETRY

Rx for what ails you

Q.: My wife and I are both
retired pharmacists. In 1966 we
purchased the Hoeveler Drug
Store in Waukesha and renamed
it Van Elsen’s. In the purchase we
obtained miscellaneous stock
supplies, both antique and new.
Would you consider using some
pictures for inclusion in your col-
umn?  

— Lucien and Karen Van Elsen,
Waukesha 

A.: Thank you for sharing your
wonderful story and photographs.
Applause to Karen for being one
of the very first female pharma-
ceutical graduates. Although col-
lecting apothecary supplies is a
specialty area, the internet has a
plethora of options for a dwin-
dling number of interested buy-
ers. 

Early pharmacies not only sold
medicine for humans but also ani-
mals and household supplies.
Mortars and pestles remain the
most recognized and iconic sym-
bol for pharmacies. Your mortar
and pestle collection includes
glass, ceramic, pewter, marble,
brass and wood. Eventually, wood
was found to absorb ingredients
and retired from active use. Stor-
age bottles of all types and sizes,
spouts and stoppers and lids come
in pressed  glass, corks and rub-
ber closures. to name a few.
Inverted bottles were provided by
the drug companies and used for
display only. The Prohibition era
mandated all pharmacists to
charge a “stamp” tax on any
medicine containing alcohol.
“Elixir” was the clue key word on
the label that inferred alcohol
content. 

I was thrilled to see the very old
and tattered prescription ledger
stored among your items that was
part of the store purchase. It will
take closer examination, but the
oldest entry in the back pages is
dated June 23, 1862. 

This hand-written ledger could
be a true gem in Waukesha histo-
ry. Part of that day’s recorded
sales included more than medical
remedies. Items listed were:

iodine, sassafras, tobacco, oys-
ters, and sugar. The archival back
pages were never destroyed, as
was common — ledgers were
turned around for new owners
use. 

Insurance value on your collec-
tion (some items not shown)
would be $3,200. 

* * * 

Q.: My grandmother Zera was
born in Serbia, Yugoslavia, in
1900. As a child I watched her
weave rugs in her small work-
room. Among other techniques,
she boiled and smashed walnuts
(including the hulls) to get
desired brown and green colors.
Her skilled craft was known
regionally and beyond. This nar-
row 3-foot by 7-foot rug was made
especially for me; I have it folded
away. What is the value? 

— Millie, Hartland 

A.: Walnuts have a natural oil
mordant substance (dye fixative)
but it can be difficult to produce
level colors like the ones repre-
sented here. Fineness of weave
and inclusion of vibrant plant-
origin dyes have always captured
far-reaching attention. Rug buy-
ers wanted decorative but
reversible corridorrugs. Two or
more colors were normally used
and loom dimensions dictated
narrow sizes. The length was nor-
mally two or three times the
width. Expert weavers required
great mental concentration and

were known as rule breakers in
use of color and daring designs. 

Your grandmother’s eight-color,
eye-dazzling pattern is stunning.
The strong tones and multidirec-
tional design represent optimism
and protection. Hung on the wall
it will inspire attention. 

Insure it for at least $1,500.

Submit an item 
for consideration

Do you have an item or collec-
tion of items that could be shared
in a future newspaper column?
Let Barbara Eash hear about it!

To have your item or collection
considered send the following
information: up to three, sharp,
well-lit photos of front & back of
the item(s), measurements as
well as any history or hearsay,
length of ownership and your full
name, address and daytime
phone number. Mail: Waukesha
Antique Shop, ATTN Barbara
Eash, 1427 E. Racine, Ave. Unit
E-2, Waukesha, WI 53186 or
email: beappraisals@gmail.com.
If your item(s) are considered for
a future column, we will contact
you. No photos can be returned
and no purchase of items will
occur.

(Barbara Eash is a member of
the Certified Appraisers Guild of
America, specializing in
appraisals of antiques and col-
lectibles and has extensive experi-
ence writing and speaking about
antiques.)

Apothecary records a historical treasure trove; grandmother’s rug a valuable heirloom

BARBARA
EASH

Antiques Appraised
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GoldenMastInn.com   ❙ 262-567-7047

WINTER EARLY BIRD IS BACK

$13.95$13.95
FRIED & STEAMED COD

Every Friday, 
Starting now thru March

FRIDAYS 
4:30-5:30 PM

Take $3.00 off all other Pike & Perch Fish Specials.
Enjoy Live music every Friday on the lounge.

No other discounts or promotions valid with this offer.

GERMAN BEER
ON TAP & BOTTLE

Live German Music
Happy Hour 4:30-6pm

Specials & 1/2 Off Drinks

Festive Decorations
German Small Plates

Pork Shank • Rouladen
Pretzels • Schnitzel 

Rueben Rolls 
Sauerbraten & More
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Merle Norman 
Cosmetic Studio 

& Day Spa
1320 Pabst Farms Circle, Ste 150 

Oconomowoc WI 53066

262.468.4225
Hours: M T W 10–6; Thurs 10–8; 

Fri 10–5; Sat 10–4

MerleGirlOcon.com 

merlenorman.com
263109016

The Blow ‘Em A
Kiss Trio Bag set
keeps beauty
essentials 
(and life) 
sorted in style.

Longtime Pewaukee Realtor
Koepp passes away at 95

By Chuck Delsman
Special to Conley Media

PEWAUKEE — The village
lost one of its best friends,
one of its nicest guys and
one of its oldest residents
recently.

On Monday, Jan. 28, long-
time realtor Jack Koepp died
at the age of 95 after a brief
stay at the Seasons Hospice
in Waukesha.

Koepp made his mark in
life in two areas. First and
foremost, he was a great hus-
band, father, grandfather and
great grandfather. He was
married for 58 years to the
love of his life, his wife
Nancy. Together they had five
children, all of who graduat-
ed from Pewaukee High
School, just like their father.

Professionally, he was very
successful in the real estate
business, having started his
own company, Koepp Realty
in downtown Pewaukee, in
1946 at the young age of 23. 

He ran that business for
more than 70 years and was
still active in the business at
the end of 2018. Koepp is to
believed to be the longest-
tenured realtor in Wisconsin
and most likely sold the most
properties ever in Waukesha
County.

“I’m sure my dad was one
of the hardest working real-
tors ever,” said his son
Thomas. “I can remember
growing up that he was work-
ing all the time. For him it
was a 24-hour, 7-day-a-week
job. He loved what he did and
was very good at it. He had
one of the strongest work
ethics I’ve ever seen. Selling
real estate was his passion.”

While he had a strong circle
of friends, his picture was
probably seen over the years
by more county residents
than anyone. For many years,
Koepp Realty had one of the
most viewed billboards in the
county. The large and colorful
sign was located off the east
side of Highway 16, just one-
quarter mile south of Wauke-
sha County Technical College
in Pewaukee. Pictured on
that sign were Jack himself,
along with his son Bob, who
now runs the business, and
daughter-in-law Debbie.

“That billboard became
kind of famous over the years
with the pictures,” Thomas
said. “Highway 16 has always
been a very busy road and it
seemed to be the perfect place
being in Pewaukee. People
would comment on it all the
time.”

In 2007, Koepp received his
highest real estate award
when the National Associa-
tion of Realtors honored him
by giving him the Realtor
Emeritus award. 

That award was given in
recognition for more than
fifty cumulative years of
membership for his many
valuable and lasting contri-
butions to the real estate pro-
fession.

Last summer a bridge was
constructed over the Pewau-
kee River near Oakton
Avenue and the area was
named the HJ Koepp River
Parkway.

And that seemed very fit-
ting. As a young kid growing
up in the village, Koepp
would fish in the river at that
same spot all the time, many
times catching some nice-
sized northerns.

Besides family, Koepp also
enjoyed bowling, competing
at both alleys in Pewaukee,
the Shore Bowl in downtown
and Bill Perrigo’s Yacht Club
Lanes on the south side of
Pewaukee Lake on Highway
SS.

Wisecracks, one-liners
While he always was a soft-

spoken man, he was quick to
deliver some wisecrack jokes
and funny one-liners.

“My dad was a quiet guy
but he loved telling jokes and
one-liners that made every-
one laugh,” Thomas added.
“He loved having his family
over at the house. He enjoyed
having everyone over, from
us to all of his grandkids.
And he always thanked all of
us for coming over.”

He was proud of the accom-
plishments of all of his chil-
dren and especially enjoyed
watching his grandkids grow
up and compete in sports,
whether on the football field
or wrestling mats.

Koepp served in the U.S.
Army during World War II
and was a member of Pewau-
kee American Legion Post 71

for 62 years. He also spent
time on the Village Board and
Plan Commission, always
caring about his home town.
He was a member of the
Queen of Apostles Catholic
Church (formerly St. Mary’s)
for all of his 95 years.

Thomas Koepp said a con-
versation he had recently
with his dad told you how
dedicated a worker he was. 

“I asked him what he
wished he would have done in
his life and he didn’t hesitate
for a second in giving me a
response. He said, ‘The one
thing I wanted to do the most
was sell more real estate than
anybody else in Waukesha
County. And I did that.’”

His son said his dad’s
favorite quote was, “Hard
work never hurt anybody.”
And that’s how Jack Koepp
approached his life.

Submitted photo

Jack Koepp started Koepp Realty in downtown Pewaukee in
1946 at the age of 23.

Submitted photo

Standing in front of the H.J. Koepp River Parkway sign are from
left to right: back row, Tom Koepp, Greg Koepp, Bob Koepp and
Mike Koepp; and front row, Nancy Koepp and Jack Koepp (sit-
ting) and daughter Jackie in front of them.

Submitted photo

For many years, Koepp Realty had one of the most viewed
billboards in the county. The large and colorful sign was locat-
ed off the east side of Highway 16, just one-quarter mile south
of Waukesha County Technical College in Pewaukee.

Returning to the wild

By Brandon Anderegg
banderegg@conleynet.com 

262-513-2657

SUMMIT — The Wildlife
in Need Center has been
serving the southeastern
region of Wisconsin since
1994, when its first patient,
a sandhill crane, arrived in
their modest one-bedroom
home in Waukesha.

Twenty-five years later,
the center’s first patient of
2019 was also a sandhill
crane, so staff couldn’t help
but find the synchronicity
somewhat prophetic.

“It was kind of a big coin-
cidence that our logo was
also a sandhill crane as well
as our first patient in 1994
and in 2019,” said Kim
Banach, president of
WINC’s board of directors.

As Banach described the
organization’s humble
beginnings, she recalled
that at first, the center had
one full-time and a part-
time employee, limited
resources and operated out
of a 1,500-square-foot house
with little to no equipment.

“I looked in our books and
our opening checking bal-
ance was $30 in June of ’93,”
Banach said. “To see what
we have now compared to
the farmhouse, we use to
give our waterfowl baths in
a bathtub,” she added with a
chuckle.

Now, the nonprofit has
several acres of land it
rents along with a 6,000-
square-foot facility “built
with patients in mind,”
Banach added. Some of the
amenities include a digital
X-ray machine that allows
for faster care as well as an
indoor aquatic aviary — a
far more suitable environ-
ment for birds on the mend.

A quarter-century of
treating animals means a
lot of unique stories, some
of which end with an
extended stay for an animal
while others culminate with
a perfect ending — a return
to the wild.

Wildlife in Need Center
staff generally do not name
animals so as to avoid
becoming attached, but in
the case of one great
horned owl, volunteers
called her Maybelline since
the ring around her eyes
looked like mascara, said

Mandy Feavel, director of
animal care.

Feavel said Maybelline
suffered a wing fracture,
which landed her in the
hands of the nonprofit.
However, during her stay,
staff was faced with anoth-
er problem.

“During rehabilitation,
she damaged a bunch of her
feathers,” Feavel said.

Maybelline would require
a complex procedure known
as “imping,” a clinical tech-
nique that requires taking
appropriately sized and
shaped feathers from a
“donor bird,” and implant-
ing them into the bird in
need, Feavel said.

After four hours of
surgery and post-surgery
preparation, the procedure
was successfully completed,
Feavel said.

“To see that moment of
her flying kind of makes all
the long hours worth it,”
Feavel said.

For its 25th anniversary,
the center is asking its sup-
porters to match an anony-
mous donor’s $25,000 dona-
tion, Banach said. She
added that every year, vol-
unteers contribute 23,000
hours, which they rely on to
continue wildlife rehabilita-

tion and community educa-
tional programs.

“For those of you who
have helped wildlife,
whether as a volunteer,
staff, donor, foundation,
board member or rescued
the animal in need, you are
the reason we are celebrat-
ing this generational mile-
stone,” Banach said.

The WINC offers several
volunteer programs for kids
ages 12 and up. For more
information or to donate,
visit helpingwildlife.org or
call 262-965-3090.

Wildlife In Need Center reflects on 25 years 
of animal rehabilitation

Submitted photo

After a four-hour operation and months of recovery, a great
horned owl nicknamed Maybelline was returned to the wild
recently thanks to the efforts of dedicated volunteers at the
Wildlife in Need Center.

Wildlife in Need 
Center statistics 
The nonprofit’s staff mem-
bers treat up to 540 patients
a day and 3,000 a year.
■ WINC staff are familiar
with and can treat 140 differ-
ent species.
■ WINC volunteers con-
tribute 23,000 hours per
year.
■ Approximately 25,000
people benefit from WINC’s
educational programs each
year.
■ The WINC provides
wildlife consultation to
10,000 people per year.

Delafield wants to end deer
sharpshooting, use bow hunters

By Kelly Smith
kellysmithlakecountrynews@

gmail.com
715-292-3560

DELAFIELD — The city
hopes to stop hiring sharp-
shooters for deer harvesting
within five years, according
to the chairman of the city’s
deer management program.

Alderman Wayne Dehn
said the hired sharpshoot-
ers, which have cost the city
as much as $200 per deer, will
be eventually replaced by
local bow hunters who are
licensed by the Wisconsin
Department of Natural
Resources but also carry
city-issued deer hunting per-
mits.

The local bow hunters
have killed 51 deer since
Sept. 15, according to Dehn,
who told Conley Media the
goal is to eradicate about 100
deer per year.

The city has initiated an

aggressive deer manage-
ment program after resi-
dents complained about deer
destroying landscaping and
posing a health danger
through spreading Lyme dis-
ease. 

Aerial surveys have identi-
fied between 35 and 49 deer
in a 7.7-acre deer range in the
city compared to an estimat-
ed 23 deer per square mile in
the remainder of Waukesha
County.

The program is using
municipal permits, allowed
by the DNR, which permit
local hunters to harvest
more deer than permitted by
the DNR hunting license
during the season that
extends from September
through January in Wauke-
sha County. 

The city has established
three hunting sites for the
bow hunters, who can also
hunt on private property
with the permission of the

property owners.
The Common Council on

Jan. 20 approved Dehn’s
request to transfer $3,000
from $12,950 allocated to
sharpshooters for the pur-
chase of four freestanding
tower hunting stands.

The freestanding tower
stands will be in addition to
the four tree stands the city
is using in Oakwood Park,
the Lois Jenson Nature Pre-
serve, and city-owned land
near the Delafield-Hartland
Water Pollution Control
facility.

The advantages of the free-
standing stands, which are
mounted on tripod-style legs,
are that they are enclosed
and can be used in open
spaces, Dehn said. He said
there are several locations
with large open spaces
where deer congregate. Dehn
said the city has not decided
where the freestanding
stands will be located.
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Marvin  windows  and  doors  can  provide
a whole new perspective, not the least of
which — better energy efficiency for your
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STAR®  options,  prefinished  interiors
(available  in  6  wood  species),  and  19
standard  exterior  colors,   we’ll  help  you
customize  the  perfect  combination  of
glass,  styles  and  finishes  for  your  new
home. 
It’s  all  part  of  four  generations  of
innovation and craftsmanship backed by
an  unwavering  commitment  to  service
and  support  from  Bliffert  Lumber
Waukesha.
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Cruising the hot dog 
highways — with relish

By Ashley Haynes
ahaynes@conleynet.com

262-513-2681

WAUKESHA — Chances
are, you’ve seen the iconic
Wienermobile parked out-
side your local grocer and
been pretty excited. The
branded vehicle is constant-
ly on the move throughout
the country. Delafield native
Hayley Rozman, 23, is one of
many who’ve had this
chance encounter but unlike
others, she wanted to take
her experience to the next
level. Rozman is one of a
select few who have been
chosen to represent the
brand as “hotdoggers.”

These ambassadors for
Oscar Mayer travel coast to
coast on the 27-foot-long hot
dog, sharing swag and smiles
with everyday people.

“We’re pretty much on the
move 52 weeks a year just
traveling to these cities and
making lots of people
happy,” said Rozman.

She first encountered the
Wienermobile during her
freshman year of college.
Her mother was the one who
told her that people can actu-
ally get jobs driving the vehi-

cle across the country. While
it seemed like a shot in the
dark at the time, Rozman
began sharing her dream job
of driving the Wienermobile
with whoever would listen.
She then began making con-
nections with people who
know “hotdogger” alumni.

“For all of my time in col-
lege, I would tell people ‘I
want to drive the Wienermo-
bile when I graduate,’” said
Rozman. “I just think it’s
such a surreal position to
have after years of dreaming
to do this. I’m thrilled to be
here right now and I’m just
enjoying every interaction I
have.”

Rozman graduated from
the University of Wisconsin-
Madison with a degree in
marketing and a certificate
in Spanish last year. She
immediately decided to
apply for a “hotdogger” posi-
tion. At the end of March,
she learned that she was
hired. Rozman then had to
complete her classes at “Hot
Dog High,” where students
learn everything they need
to know for their American
road trip, including how to
drive the Wienermobile. 

“It’s surprising, (but) you

don’t need anything but a
regular driver’s license,”
said Rozman. “We follow
everything truck drivers
would do except needing the
CDL.”

Right now, she and her
partner have started the sec-
ond leg of their road trip in
the southeastern portion of
the U.S. The “hotdogger”
position is a one-year gig
that will end this June. A
typical week consists of driv-
ing to a new city on one day
and four work days. Each of
those days, the team is at a
different location or event.

“You’re just given a ton of
responsibility to be the face
of such a renowned compa-
ny,” said Rozman.

At the end of her year-long
trip, she says, she’s confident
she’ll have made plenty of
friends for life, including
other Oscar Mayer alumni
who might be able to help
her out with her next job.

“I don’t really want to do
anything normal. I want to
keep on doing crazy, fun
things. This job has shown
me when you’re working a
job you love, it doesn’t feel
like work at all,” said Roz-
man.

Oscar Mayer is  searching
for the next round of hotdog-
gers. To apply, visit: www.
oscar mayer.com/wiener
mobile.

Submitted photo

Delafield native Hayley Rozman is currently a “hotdogger” for Oscar Mayer. Here, she sits atop
the famous Wienermobile in front of the iconic “Hollywood” sign.

Delafield native scores dream job
touring U.S. in Wienermobile

Lang envisions ‘New Delafield’

By Kelly Smith
kellysmithlakecountry-

news@gmail.com
715-292-3560

DELAFIELD — Calendar
entrepreneur and developer
Bob Lang is planning a com-
plex of seven multiuse
buildings that he has
dubbed “New Delafield” on
28 acres he is trying to
acquire near the inter-
change of Interstate 94 and
Highway C, south of the
downtown business district.

Lang said he is seeking a
10-month option from Ixonia
Bank on the controversial
parcel of land that he once
owned.

Numerous attempts dur-
ing the past two decades to
commercially develop the
land have failed as a result
of well-orchestrated opposi-
tion from neighbors who
live in the woodlands adja-
cent to the land abutting the
Lapham Peak Unit of the
Kettle Moraine State Forest.

Ixonia Bank CEO Daniel
Westrope confirmed the
bank has been in discus-
sions with Lang about an
option, but said no decision
has been made.

Lang admits he has no
capital or financing backing
for the land option.

However, Westrope
acknowledged that Lang’s
development resume, famil-

iarity with the property, and
the issues associated with
developing it, are advan-
tages the bank would be
willing to weigh while con-
sidering whether to grant
the option.

Lang said the center piece
of the development would be
the Abraham Lincoln Art
Gallery and Civil War Muse-
um that would be the home
of his collection of 72 rare
Civil War artifacts and orig-
inal oil paintings of Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln
which he wants to sell to a
local benefactor.

In addition, “New
Delafield” would include a
series of residential and
commercial buildings that
would enable its residents to
“live, work and eat” at the
complex, according to Lang.

Possible planning, zoning
issues

However, the proposed
development might face
some major planning and
zoning issues including
changing the city’s compre-
hensive land use plan and
rezoning the property,
according to City Planner
Roger Dupler.

Most of the land is zoned
for commercial office space
and research park, accord-
ing to Dupler.

Dupler said restaurants
and residential condomini-

ums are not permitted in the
zoning district, unless asso-
ciated with a commercial
senior living facility, and he
is uncertain whether a
museum would be permit-
ted.

In addition, the city code
requires all commercial
properties to be served by
municipal sewer and there
is presently no sewer ser-
vice located north of Inter-
state 94.

Nearby homeowners have
vowed to block any attempts
by developers to change the
zoning on the land.

However, they have also
said they would not oppose a
development that complied
with existing zoning
requirements.

Lang expressed confi-
dence he could overcome the
issues related to developing
the land and added he will
meet with neighbors to per-
suade them his plans are
beneficial to the neighbor-
hood and the city.

He said he decided to
develop the property south
of the interstate because he
could not acquire land in
downtown Delafield to
implement his plans to con-
tinue the commercial devel-
opment he began nearly 30
years ago when his gift card
and calendar publishing
company was a national
phenomenon.

Eyes land at I-94, Highway C for development

Courtesy of Robert Lang Company

This sketch by Bob Lang illustrates one of the possibly seven multiuse buildings that he plans
to build on 28 acres of land near the interchange of Interstate 94 and Highway C if he can
obtain options on the land and approvals from the city for the development.

Mary Catanese/Special to Conley Media

Chips off the cold block
DELAFIELD — Ryder Satula, 5, tries his hand at sculpting part of a wooly mammoth. Ice sculp-
tor Andy Haas of Delafield, let people watching have a turn carving the sculpture during the
inaugural Delafreeze in downtown Delafield Jan. 12.
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18 Full-size Doors On Display in our Brookfield Showroom
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Model 8365 $395 Installed
Tax
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Wisconsin’s Largest Liftmaster Dealer!!!

$1095NOW
16x7 
SAVE $240

Installed
Tax Included

By Chuck Delsman
Freeman Correspondent

TOWN OF MERTON —
Hard work and determina-
tion are just two of the many
attributes that have elevated
Alexis Woida to elite status
when it comes to high school
girls gymnastics in Wiscon-
sin.

The Arrowhead senior has
enjoyed a lot of success in
the sport and that comes as
no surprise to her coach and
teammates who have
watched her climb to the top
of the mountain in the WIAA
sanctioned sport.

“No matter how much suc-
cess she’s had already and
will have in the future comes
from her hard work ethic,”
said  longtime Arrowhead
girls gymnastics coach Bob
Pulkowski. “She’s a special
athlete, the kind of competi-
tor that doesn’t come around
that often. What makes Alex-
is so special is that she’s
always hungry, always ready
to take on more hard work.
And in this sport, she under-
stands what her body is
telling her.”

All of that hard work and
dedication came to a head
last winter when she cap-
tured the prestigious all-
around championship at the
state meet in Wisconsin
Rapids with a score of 37.767.
By winning the state title,
she became just the second
Arrowhead girls gymnast to
win the all-around title in
school history. Jorin Fred-
man was the first in 2014.

The year before, Woida,
then a sophomore, also took
part in the state meet where
she finished 15th in the all-
around with a score of 35.933.
She admitted she was totally

disappointed with that per-
formance.

“I knew right after that
state meet that I wasn’t at my
best,” Woida said. “I wasn’t
happy about it at all. I knew I
had to come back more moti-
vated and more determined.
I had that first state meet
appearance under my belt
and I wanted more.”

And that she got. She got a
lot more.

Woida was rock-solid in
every event at the state meet
last year. In winning the all-
around, she was third on the
balance beam (9.483), third
on the uneven bars (9.500),
third in vault (9.450) and
eighth in floor exercise
(9.333). 

But something changed for
Woida prior to the start of
last season that seemed to
change her fate. In the mid-

dle of her sophomore year,
just after the Christmas
break, she decided to quit
her club gymnastics team
and join her Arrowhead
team. She didn’t compete at
AHS as a freshman or sopho-
more before making perhaps
her career-changing deci-
sion.

“I had been in club gym-
nastics since I was 5 years
old,” Woida said. “I wasn’t
sure I wanted to stay in the
sport the first couple of years
and I told my mom I wanted
to quit. She told me to give it
one more year. I did that and
suddenly, I liked being in
gymnastics. I stayed with it
the rest of the time and had
some success, winning some
state championships and
competing at some regionals
and sectionals. I got to level
10. But I suffered a ruptured

disc in my back as a sopho-
more and decided to leave the
club.”

But she wasn’t out of the
sport long. One month later
she joined the Arrowhead
team in the middle of the sea-
son and that turned out to be
the best decision she’s ever
made.

“Suddenly the pressure of
being with the club team was
gone and I was just having a
lot of fun competing for my
school team,” Woida said. “I
was back competing with the
kids I went to school with. It
was just so much fun. And
even though I didn’t do as
well as I had hoped to do at
state two years ago, I knew it
was the right decision to join

my high school team.”
And while winning the

state championship last year
was special, she’s got a great
outlook for what the final two
months of this season might
bring.

“I know there’s pressure
about trying to win again,”
the 17-year-old Woida said.
“And more stress comes with
being the defending champi-
on. But that’s not how I’m
looking at things this season.
I told myself at the start of
the year that it’s not about
last year, but this year. It’s
about working hard and
enjoying the experience. If I
go out, work hard and do the
best I can, everything will
fall into place."

So far that positive attitude
and hard work is paying divi-
dends. In four meets so far,
Woida has been perfect, win-
ning all four all-around titles. 

“It has been so much fun
this season,” Woida said.
“The girls on the team are
great. We all cheer for each
other and push each other to
be the best we can be. Some-
times coach Bob puts me last
in events and after watching
my teammates perform, it
fires me up to do the best I
can and score as many points
as I can for the team. I’m just
having a lot of fun this sea-
son. It’s been great.”

And the smile on her face
after each event she com-
petes in tells her real story.

Change of scenery great for Woida
Arrowhead

senior is 
defending
all-around

champ

PREP PROFILE

Robert F. Borkowski/Special to The Freeman

Arrowhead senior Alexis Woida competes on the parallel bars in a Classic 8/SEC meet Dec. 20
at Waukesha West.

Get to know ... ALEXIS WOIDA
School/Sport

Arrowhead/Gymnastics

Coach
Bob Pulkowski

Class In School/Age
Senior/17

Also In My Family Are: my dad, Scott; my mom, Gina; my
sisters, Gianna and Gabriella; and my brothers Jacob, Joey,
Benjamin and Nicholas.
The Athletic Accomplishment I Am Most Proud Of Is:
winning the All-Around last year and finishing third at state in
diving this year.
My Favorite Subject In School Is: math.
My Favorite Teacher Is: Mr. Hessler.
My Favorite Movie Is: “The Greatest Showman.”
My Favorite TV Show Is: “Grey’s Anatomy.”
My Favorite Recording Artist Is: Post Malone.
The Best Meal My Mother Makes Is: chicken Parmesan.
A Bad Habit I Have Is: taking too long to do tests.
A Pet Peeve I Have Is: people that don’t work hard.
The Thing I Do Best Outside Of Athletics Is: school work
and tutoring.
The Person I’d Most Like To Meet Is: Laurie Hernandez.
The Last Time I Cleaned My Room I Found: clothes that
don’t fit any more.
Nobody Ever Says I’m: sad.
My Most Memorable Experience Is: family trip to Hawaii.
My Most Prized Possession Is: my family.
One Thing People Might Not Know About Me Is: I don’t
wake up to the alarm.
One Thing I Would Change About Myself Is: being OK not
doing things perfectly.
One Thing At My School I Would Change Is: more parking.
I See Myself In 10 Years Being: a doctor.
I Wish Coach Pulkowski Would: wear more of his Christmas
sweaters.

By Dave Radcliffe
dradcliffe@conleynet.com

262-513-2655

WAUKESHA — Everyone’s
been there. 

Whether as a parent, a stu-
dent, a coach or a normal
bystander, everyone who has
attended a high school sport-
ing event has been there. An
official makes a call that goes
against the team or player
one’s supporting, and com-
plaining — or even worse —
ensues. It’s commonplace
now and has been for a num-
ber of years, almost univer-
sally accepted.

It might seem like all fun
and games. Except for the
officials.

It’s part of what prompted
an opinion editorial on Jan.
10 from Karissa Niehoff, the
executive director of the
National Federation of State
High School Associations,
and David Anderson, execu-
tive director of the WIAA.

The piece was called ‘Dear
Mom and Dad: Cool It,” a
message imploring parents
that attend high school
games to stop berating offi-

cials, as it has directly led to a
shortage not only statewide,
but nationwide of youth-level
referees for the sport of bas-
ketball.

“When I started officiating
this wasn’t an issue,” said
longtime Wisconsin basket-
ball official Ken Ristow. “As
we know, kids stay the same
age and officials get older and
the game has turned into a
much faster style than some-
times legs or mind can keep
up with, and my feeling is
sometimes parents live
through their kids and some-
times if things don’t go right,
it’s taken out on officials.”

That’s not Ristow making
excuses. The level of athleti-
cism displayed on the hard-
wood is higher than ever
before, leading to a break-
neck pace at many varsity-
level contests. 

Whether or not that has
resulted in an increase in
missed calls is up for debate.
But it’s another statistic that
should alarm anyone who
loves prep sports.

According to a recent sur-
vey by the National Associa-
tion of Sports Officials, more

than 75 percent of all high
school officials say adult
behavior is the primary rea-
son they quit, while 80 per-
cent of all young officials
give up the profession after
just two years.

“On Dec. 29 I was ready to
quit myself because of a
freshman boys game,” Ris-
tow said. “We were taught
many years ago how to listen
to stuff and develop thick
skin. But nowadays things
are so out of line. Many new
officials are 16, 17 years old,
early 20s. When they get into
these situations, they quit.
They say, ‘I didn’t sign up for
this. I’m not going to take this
day after day,’ and their keys
are on the desk the next day.”

This directly impacts Ris-
tow, who along with officiat-
ing is one of the main sched-
ulers of youth and high
school games when it comes
to assigning referees.

“I do a lot of youth tourna-
ments and youth leagues
around the area and also
schedule high schools,” Ris-
tow said. “At some point it’s
going to affect me to be able
to do my job. We have the

same people but we’re not
getting new people into the
pool. Eventually they’ll be old
enough where we need a new
generation.

“I figure for me to do my job
as an assigner, if I need 300
people in the next three years
to replace those who are
injured, retire, or pass away, I
only have 25 of those 300 peo-
ple. I do worry behavior
deters new officials from
staying in the craft, and it
also causes veteran officials
to not do it anymore.”

And it doesn’t end with the
parents and spectators,
either.

“What’s not mentioned in
the article, coach behavior is
also a detriment to officials,”
Ristow said. “There are ways
for coaches to work with offi-
cials to coexist on the court,
but we’re supposed to be pro-
fessionals. There are times
when coaches say really bad
things at the youth level and
high school level. Many times
we dismiss them because
they’re just comments, but
sometimes they are so out of
line that we have to draw a
line in the sand. We can’t

have this anymore.”
Of course, there are many

coaches who go about it the
right way. But with competi-
tive basketball beginning at a
younger age than ever before,
problems have arisen with
parents who also coach and
act out of line.

“We have coaches getting
kicked out of tournaments at
third and fourth grade,
threatening officials on a per-
sonal level,” Ristow said.
“Kids probably don’t under-
stand the game as well as a
high school player does. The
skill level is different. We as
officials understand that, but
coaches expect the state tour-
nament or NBA Finals to be
called at a third-grade level.”

Ristow asks for perspective
from spectators, to take a step
back and understand the big-
ger picture.

“Officials are here for the
kids,” Ristow said. “We help
kids become better players by
talking to them based on
what the rule book is. People
take offense and forget that’s
what the purpose is. Over the
last 10 years it’s gotten worse
and worse. Things said to us
are so disrespectful and rude
that it’s actually mentally
abusing. You go home from

games and ask, ‘Why are we
doing this?’ We’re paid $25 to
work our tails off and do our
job.”

Ristow’s message is simple
— he wants people to be part
of the solution, not part of
the problem.

“When people think we’re
not calling stuff, the percep-
tion is we ignore it or don’t
know the rules,” Ristow said.
“In basketball, we have to
make decisions in split sec-
onds. We make mistakes
because officials are human.
An official that understands
their mistake will learn from
it and do a better job next
time, or even tell the coach,
‘You’re probably right, I was
incorrect.’ 

“For me, officiating is fun
and what makes it fun is
when I’m officiating a player
in fifth grade and now I’m
officiating them in a varsity
contest and I’ve seen them
grow up. It can take some-
body 15 seconds to belittle me
and that takes all the fun
away that we just had for the
last 45 minutes.

“Until people understand
what we’re here for, under-
stand how we officiate and
why, this stuff’s probably
never going to stop.”

Statistics show refs leave profession because of hecklers

Spectators’ conduct impacting basketball officials in area
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