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NEW HOURS: MON, WED, THURS 4:00PM-CLOSE • FRI-SUN 11:00AM-CLOSE

WWW.SALOONONCALHOUN.COM • 262-783-0222
17000 W. CAPITOL DR., BROOKFIELD, WI 53005

In the US Bank parking lot on Calhoun & Capitol

256542001

CELEBRATING 
10 YEARS!

263634001

FEATURING:
PREMIER 

SOUND STAGE  
• FANTASTIC FOOD 

• FUN DRINKS • BACON

Join us for the 
Party May 4th

WE CATER!Let us bring great food toyour next party!DOWNLOAD OUR APP FOR ALL
CURRENT EVENT LISTINGS AND to

RECEIVE MANY DISCOUNTS!
Check our website

saloononcalhoun.com 

Building people one Lego at a time

By Royce Podeszwa
Special to The Freeman

BROOKFIELD —
The doors opened and
in walked little Brock
Woppert with his
mom, Kelly, and baby
sister, Bree. 

Plastic tubs filled to
the brim with Legos
dotted the landscape.
Brock made a beeline
straight for the largest
bin he could find and
proceeded to dump all
of its contents on the
floor around him. He
repeated this step two
more times before he
decided the small
mountain of Lego
pieces in front of him
was enough to get
started on the day’s
masterpiece. This was
Brock’s third time at
the Brookfield Public
Library’s monthly
Lego Club.   

The Lego Club meets
in the library’s com-
munity room on the
second Saturday of
every month from 10
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and
again on the last Tues-
day of every month
from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Sue Brown, the
library’s manager on
duty, said the Lego
Club has been going on
for years. Nobody at
the library seemed
quite sure exactly
when it got started. 

“It’s open to all ages
to come and play and
get social skills and
make messes,” Brown
said. 

The library offers a
collection of different

Lego instruction books
for kids and future
engineers. Brown said
the most popular cate-
gories are “Star Wars”
and Ninjago instruc-
tion books. But there’s
no need to follow the
instructions. The only
requirement for the
kids to start building
is an imagination. 

Sophi Hoitink and
her cousin, Abe
Tomasik, visited the
club and immediately
got to work. Sophi
wanted to build a rock-
et ship, while Abe
wanted to build a boat
filled with dinosaurs.
After they finished
their own projects,
Sophi said she’d like to
work with Abe to build
a house. 

“I think they really
enjoy it,” said Abby
Hoitink, Sophi’s mom,
who has brought the
pair to the club to
nearly every session
for nearly a year now. 

The library boasts a
massive amount of
assorted Lego pieces
from many different
kits and styles. Brown
said the library pur-
chased some Lego kits
over the years and also
received many, many
donations. 

Brock’s mom called
the club a fun place to
bring her kids now
that it’s winter. She
said they don’t have
nearly this many
Legos to play with at
home. 

“We’ll go whenever
they have it,” Woppert
said. 

Library’s Lego Club fuels
imagination

Photos by Royce Podeszwa

Brock Woppert works on his latest masterpiece with his mom, Kelly, and baby sister, Bree, during a recent
Lego Club session at the Brookfield Public Library.

Sophi Hoitink and
her cousin Abe
Tomasik share a
bin as they build
their creations at a
recent Lego Club
session at the
Brookfield Public
Library.

» Inside:
Library director
Schaefer living her
passion
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If you are living alone and isolated,
depressed, falling, need help with
your shower or  your  doctor says you
need care after surgery or rehab,
Comfort Keepers® is there for you
with Live-In 24 hour care services with
“your own personal caregiver.”

Caregivers are screened, bonded and
insured and all taxes are paid. With
only 2 or 3 caregivers in a week, you
have that one on one personal
attention 7 days a week. Your own
personal caregiver.

Comfort Keepers® also provides
Live-In care while working hand in
hand with hospice nurses, assuring
you and  family members the dignity
and respect during these stages of
your life.

We all want to remain in our homes
we love surrounded by our memories,
memorabilia and possessions.

“WE ARE ELEVATING
THE HUMAN SPIRIT”™

Comfort Keepers® believes that
“care is a relationship”, not a task
and our goal is to find joy in every day.
It’s proven that our “Senior’s,
happiness comes from daily
experiences with those around them.”

“Socially engaged seniors have higher
levels of physical, mental and
cognitive functioning.”

The smallest amount of exercise
appears to help SENIORS LIVE
LONGER and lowers the risk of
disability.

In every Comfort Keeper® is a
heart and compassion to care for
others. It is the power to lift lives
every day.

©2018 CK Franchising, Inc. An international network, where most offices independently owned and operated.

The Mellers’ offices promise to treat you
as one of our own family members.

WHY CHOOSE LIVE-IN CARE
SERVICES 

Comfort Keepers Care Services

Serving Milwaukee and
Waukesha Counties

(414) 858-9400
8505 W. Forest Home Avenue
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INTERACTIVE CAREGIVING™

Is an holistic approach to caring for the mind,
body, spirit and well being to all we serve!

• Companionship is our priority

• Private Duty Nursing

• Specializing in
24/7 LIVE IN CARE

• In-home Hospice Care

• Bathing

• Incontinence Care

• Overseeing Medication

• Meals 

• Laundry

• Light Housekeeping

• Transportation

• Hoyer Lift 

• Transferring

Elevating the Human Spirit™

Home + Life + Care ComfortKeepers.com
1505 Hwy 164 South * Waukesha, WI 53186
262-521-2100 * www.ilovethefrontporch.com

The

Front Porch

10,000 sq ft

Across from the Waukesha WOODMAN’S

Front Porch

BIG NEWS! * BIG NEWS! * BIG NEWS!

is Reopening!

20% OFF
Sil Homek &

Decor!

Boutique * Boutique * Boutique

Women’s Clothing (Plus Sizes, too!)
Purses * Sterling Jewelry * Readers

Scarves * Fashion Jewelry

of inspiration!

Realistic Silk Florals
Home Decor

Greenery & Succulents
Unique Gifts & Cards

Vintage & Paint

The

for the Spring & Garden Season Friday,
March 15th

New Hours
March 15th - May 26th

Monday-Friday: 10am-7pm
Saturday: 10am - 5pm
Sunday: 11am - 4pm

Hard seltzer sales continue to sparkle

By Katherine Michalets
kmichalets@conleynet.com

262-513-2644

MENOMONEE FALLS —
Area liquor dealers admit
they underestimated the
salability of hard seltzer,
but have found even die-
hard beer drinkers are get-
ting into the low-carb, low-
calorie alcoholic beverage
trend.

Tim Berger, president of
Toto’s Incorporated, which
owns several area Otto’s
Wine & Spirits stores in the
area, said alcoholic seltzers
are refreshing and can be
used as mixers or drunk
right from the can. He said
there are several brands on
the market with different
flavor varieties. 

White Claw helped to
launch the beverage into
the mainstream when it hit
the market in the spring of
2016. 

And while it was market-
ed at first as a perfect-for-
summer beverage, Berger
said sales have remained
strong during the winter.

Besides its refreshing
taste, other attributes of
alcoholic seltzers that have
made them a top seller are
that they are low-calorie
and low-carb.

Berger admits he was a
skeptic at first.

“Have you ever had some-
one ask you for something
and you wonder to yourself,
‘What are you talking
about, is that really a
thing?’ That was my first
response the first time I
was asked for a hard seltzer,
yes, hard, alcoholic seltzer.
This oxymoron is the
newest category to hit the
alcohol industry, and
believe it or not, they are
selling quite well,” Berger
wrote in a blog on Otto’s
website.

He said he knew times
were changing when his
brother-in-law, a die-hard
Pabst drinker, went on a
low-carb diet and was
drinking hard seltzer.

“I thought Hell froze
over,” he said. 

Frank Greguska Jr., one
of the owners of Discount
Liquor with locations in
Waukesha and Milwaukee,
said all brands of hard
seltzer are doing well, with
three main ones being
Henry’s, Smirnoff and
White Claw.

He said since the category
of liquor was created, more
companies have entered the
hard seltzer market, as
well. 

A wide appeal
The flavors also appeal to

different people, such as the
not-sweet grapefruit and
lime, said Bryan Szukalski,
manager of Jeff’s Spirits on
Main in West Bend. 

And with the taste of
seltzer, he said it’s a good
alternative to beer or other
alcoholic beverages.

Greguska described the
consumers of hard seltzer
as “a little more of a
younger crowd and not nec-
essarily male or female.

“The younger group is
looking for something dif-
ferent. Craft beer is also
doing well with that same
age group.”

Berger said the prime
demographic tends to be
women in their mid-20s to
50, but he said the age range
is wide and it appeals to
people who are conscious of
their caloric or carb con-
sumption. 

“People are conscious of
drinking beer, or more calo-
ries or more sugar,”
Szukalski said. “This is
supposedly healthier for

you or less calories at least.
... This is the alternative
form for them to stay on
their diets.”

Not only is it popular at
liquor stores, Greguska
said, but a lot of bars and
restaurants are now carry-
ing it, and even golf cours-
es stock it because it comes
in a can.

At Discount Liquor, sales
of hard seltzer remain
strong year round so the
product maintains a floor
display and is not just in
the coolers.

“We sell more of them
every year. It’s still a little
bit more seasonal,” Gregus-
ka said. “People tend to
pick them up year round.”

Berger said hard seltzers
have been known to sell out.

“It’s a nationwide craze

and I thought it was just
going to be a flash in the
pan craze, but it looks like
something that will stick in
the pan,” he said. “I don’t
foresee it declining.”

By the numbers

$117 million — Sales of
White Claw in 2018.
$336 million — U.S. sales of
hard seltzers in retail stores
in the 12 months ending Aug.
11, 2018.
20 percent — Sales increase
for Mike’s Hard, largely due to
White Claw, which launched
in May 2016.

Source: Tribune News Service

Area liquor stores see more 
consumers buying low-cal option

Katherine Michalets/Freeman Staff

Hard seltzer lines shelves at Discount Liquor in downtown Waukesha that once mostly contained wine coolers.

Submitted photo

White Claw, a low-carb and low-calorie hard seltzer, is one of
the leading brands in the category.
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By Royce Podeszwa
Special to The Freeman 

BROOKFIELD — Edell
Schaefer wanted to be a
librarian almost her entire
life. As a child, she walked
most days nearly a mile to
the old Milwaukee Public
Library branch on 43rd
Street and Forest Home Ave.
She would check out a copy
of her favorite book, Hal
Borland’s “The Dog Who
Came to Stay,” so many
times that the librarians
eventually refused to lend it
to her so it could stay on the
shelves for other readers. 

“My name is probably the
only one written on that
library card,” Schaefer said. 

Schaefer’s first job was at
a public library in high
school. Although she gradu-
ated from the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee with
a bachelor’s degree in physi-
cal anthropology and geolo-
gy, her passion always

seemed to drift her back to
libraries. Schaefer is now
the director of Brookfield
Public Library and has been
since 1997. 

“Everything kinda fell
into place,” Schaefer said. 

She is responsible for
many of the library’s
achievements over the
years, including the first
switch in the county to an
automated database and the
widely successful Café data-
sharing program among
Waukesha County libraries. 

The law dictates that a
public library cannot
charge for its services.
Schaefer sees the role of a
library as a community hub.
She believes it is the respon-
sibility of a library to meet
the municipality’s knowl-
edge needs, whatever they
may be. The Brookfield
library’s slogan reads,
“Where you go when you
want to know.” And she
believes it.

The veteran librarian
oversaw the tremendous
shift of libraries from local
physical papers and books,
to much more audiobooks,
movies and a seemingly end-
less online database of
information.  

“The buck stops with me,”
Schaefer said. 

Schaefer would like to dis-
pel the myth that all librari-
ans do is read all day. She
said they also are into
socializing with their
friends and organizing pro-
grams. She said her work
keeps her busy all day, every
day. That said, her current
favorite read is “Krakatoa”
by Simon Winchester, which
follows the global impact of
the devastating volcanic
eruption in the 19th century. 

2020 will be the Brookfield
Public Library’s 60th
anniversary. Schaefer plans
to hold a yearlong celebra-
tion of the library’s achieve-
ments. 

Brookfield Academy students garner statewide
awards for writing
BROOKFIELD — Three students in Brookfield Academy’s Upper School
have been recognized for their writing talents as part of a statewide compe-
tition.
Upper School students Mishaal Omer and Ziyan Wu bother earned Silver
Keys from the Scholastic Writing Awards-Wisconsin. Omer earned three in
the areas of Sci-fi/Fantasy, Personal Essay/Memoir and Poetry. Wu earned
one Silver Key in the Personal Essay/Memoir category and three Honorable
Mentions in the Short Story, Poetry and Personal Essay/Memoir categories.
Both students will be acknowledged at an awards ceremony in April.
Upper School student Serena Suson has been recognized by the Wisconsin
Fellowship of Poets with her poem “Papillon,” which won first place. Suson’s
poem will be published in the 2020 Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar.

18 Full-size Doors On Display in our Brookfield Showroom

16’x7’, 24 Gauge...Non Insulated Steel $895

Lifetime
Door Co.

TRUCKLOAD SALE
on Garage Doors & Door Openers

• Free Estimates
• Huge Inventory

Special! - Take down and haul away old door for FREE!

ORDER A LIFTMASTER 1/2 HP GARAGE DOOR
OPENER & GET 2 REMOTES & KEYPAD.

• Two-Sided Pre-Finished Galvanized Steel
• R-10 Insulated, Full 2” Thick

Serving Southern Wisconsin Since 1976 

262-783-4004
Monday - Friday 7am-4:30pm

www.lifetimedoor.net 2
6

3
6

6
1

0
0

3

Model 8365 $395 Installed
Tax

Included

Wisconsin’s Largest Liftmaster Dealer!!!

$1095NOW
16x7 
SAVE $240

Installed
Tax Included

Library director Schaefer
lives her passion

Photo courtesy of Mark Frohna

From left: Isabel Thomas, Cecelia Youso, Andrew Laeuger and Austin
Cherian are Brookfield Academy’s National Merit finalists.

BROOKFIELD — Four
Brookfield Academy seniors
have been named National
Merit finalists and one has
earned the additional distinc-
tion of being selected as a U.S.
Presidential Scholar candidate. 

After being named National
Merit semifinalists in Septem-
ber, students Isabel Thomas,
Cecelia Youso, Andrew
Laeuger and Austin Cherian
have advanced to finalist stand-
ing and will be considered for
National Merit Scholarships to
be offered later this spring. 

Merit Scholar designees are
selected on the basis of their

skills, accomplishments and
potential for success in rigor-
ous college studies.

In addition to this honor,
Andrew Laeuger was recently
named as one of 116 Wisconsin
candidates in the running for
the U.S. Presidential Scholars
Program. 

The program was established
to recognize and honor some of
the nation’s most distin-
guished graduating high
school seniors. Application to
the program is by invitation
only. Semifinalists are selected
in April and finalists are
announced in May.

Brookfield Academy
seniors advance as

National Merit finalists

EBHS announces
spring gala

TOWN OF BROOKFIELD —
The Elmbrook Humane Soci-
ety has announced its spring
gala, “There’s No Place Like
Home,” will take place on
March 16.

The public is invited to an
evening of cocktails, dinner,
wine pull, silent and live and
dessert auctions, Irish liquor
and a gift card tree raffle. The
event will take place at 5 p.m.
March 16 at the Marriott West,
W231-N1600 Corporate Court
in the City of Pewaukee. Attire

is business formal or feel free
to have a little fun and dress in
your best St. Paddy’s Day
attire.

The EBHS care for about
1,500 animals a year and bills
itself as the county’s only no-
kill humane society.

Early registration with dis-
counted rates is available
through Thursday. For more
information, 

v i s i t
www.ebhs.org/index.php/even
ts/event/spring-gala. 

School Board votes 
to do away with dues
BROOKFIELD — The School

District of Elmbrook’s Board of
Education voted unanimously on
Jan. 15 to eliminate course fees
beginning in the 2019-20 school
year. Student fees for the upcoming
school year are reviewed every
November by the Finance and
Operation Committee. A recom-
mendation is then brought to the
school board sometime within
December or January for action.
District administrators say the
elimination of course fees is a
strategy to minimize the financial
burden for district families.

“I know it’s small, but it’s money
that can go back into the pockets of
these families,” said board member
Allison Malnar at the Jan. 15 meet-
ing.

Several changes will be phased in
over the next several years. Course
fees will be eliminated; however,
“resale” items needed for classes
such as goggles or assignment note-
books will still come at a cost.

Band, orchestra and chorus
“User Fees” have also been elimi-
nated.

A one-time, $20 middle school
club fee has been put in place. The
middle school is the only level that
does not have a club fee, which will
not be charged to students who
don’t take part in an extracurricu-
lar activity.

In 2017-18, middle school students
were charged $45 to take part in
music contests and $45 as part of
the Music/Drama Club. The maxi-
mum amount of club fees at the
middle school level was $90.

“I am thankful that we are in a
financial position to sustain our
programs without course fees, and
am thankful to the Finance and
Operations Committee for recom-
mending these changes on behalf
of our families,” said school board
President Kathryn Wilson.

The overall reduction in fees is
estimated to save Elmbrook fami-
lies $191,000 each year.
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By Eileen Mozinski Schmidt
Special to Conley Media

TOWN OF LISBON — What Ausblick
provides for its members during the winter
months, according to Dennis Evinrude, is a
way to stay healthy.

“What we offer people an alternative to
hiding in their house when winter comes,”
said Evinrude, general manager of Aus-
blick, a membership-based ski club in
Town of Lisbon.

The club has been in operation for near-
ly a half a century.

Originally owned and operated by Mar-
quette University for the school’s
Avalanche Club, whose members dubbed it
“Maryhill,” the property was later bought
and turned into a for-profit membership
club, according to the organization’s web-
site.

Three years after that change, in 1974, it
was bought by the general members and
turned into a nonprofit corporation, Evin-
rude said.

Currently, Ausblick Inc. is limited to 400
memberships.

“That gives us a club population of about
1,700 souls,” said Evinrude, who said early
in the club’s existence, members largely
come from Brookfield, but that now the
group is “much more diverse.”

“Our members come all the way from
Shorewood to Madison,” he said, adding
that there are at least one or two current
members from Illinois.

Ausblick membership is currently full,
and Evinrude said the waiting list typical-
ly lasts between 12 and 18 months.

The club-style ski experience, offered
through paid memberships, is an option
some seek out when looking for limited
crowds and quick access to lifts, Evinrude
said.

“What it amounts to is we have very (few)
lift lines,” he said. “They like the ambiance
of the lodge and the privilege of skiing at a
private area where the load on the slopes is
controlled.”

Nearby, in Hubertus, the Heiliger Huegel
Ski Club also runs a membership-based
program. The club began with a charter of
50 members in 1936, according to its web-
site.

The club formed the Heiliger Huegel
Outdoor Education Foundation in 2015, has
an active racing program, and an agree-
ment with neighboring landowners allow-
ing for grooming of approximately 3 miles
of trails for Nordic skiing and snowshoe-
ing, according to the website.

At Ausblick, Evinrude said there are
approximately 100 employees, with up to 30
working on a given day.

The club does not include a restaurant
for purchasing food, but does have a grill
“bigger than most restaurants” for mem-
bers to use in the 7,000-square-foot lodge.

“Everybody brings their own food,”
Evinrude said. “We want them to consider
this their cottage, to come here and treat it
like their own.”

The hill has about six “distinct and dif-
ferent ways to get down the slope,” accord-
ing to Evinrude, who said the club has
invested in Olympic-class grooming
machinery and snowmaking machines.

“In the beginning of the season, we like
cold weather so we can make our base. We
call that the cake,” he said. “We count on
Mother Nature for the icing.”

Evinrude, who is now in his 48th season
involved with the club, said he believes the
group will continue long into the future. He
said those interested in memberships do
not need to be experienced skiers.

“One of our past presidents, he and his
family joined without knowing (previous-
ly) how to ski. We have an extremely strong
snow sport school,” said Evinrude, who
said children can start lessons early.

“We love people starting at age 3, to get
something on kids’ feet other than shoes,”
he said. “Get them used to moving out on
the snow.” 

For more information on area ski clubs,
including membership rates:

Ausblick – ausblick.org
Helliger Huegel – www.hhskiclub.com

Hi Emma — I am a very lazy
golden doodle called Daisy
and I live in Scotland. I love
eating and sleeping. My mum
says I snore really loud but I
think that’s her snoring!!!  I am
thinking of you and sending
you lots and lots of big kisses
xxxxx

Hi Emma ... We are standard
poodles who love to run and
play. We’d like to go see you
and give you big cuddles and
kisses. We are sending much
love to you. We’ll stop by
tomorrow to see you and give
you love ... Love & puppy
smooches, Rubie and Tonka

Photos courtesy of gofundme.com/team-emma-fight-against-dipg

Seven-year-old Emma Mertens is battling a brain tumor
with the help of dogs and their families from around the
United States and the world, who send her photos and
encouraging messages.

Hi Emma, my name is Pixie. I am
10 years old and am a 3 lb.
Chorkie. I am happy to meet you!
Stay strong and know that I love
you! Hugs and wet kisses, Pixie

Hi Emma!  My name is Samp-
son, and I live in Colorado. I
love tennis balls more than
anything in the whole wide
world!  When I’m not getting
some zoomies in the moun-
tains I love to snuggle and nap
in the sunshine. My whole
family is sending you love and
I’m sending extra slobbery
kisses from Colorado XOXO

Canines offering
COMFORT

Stories, photos of dogs 
help Hartland girl fight
inoperable brain tumor

By Darryl Enriquez
Special to Conley Media

HARTLAND — Emma Mertens, a
seven-year-old Hartland girl, is
fighting a rare and inoperable

brain tumor called DIPG. She’s under-
going six weeks of daily radiation
therapy and has had at least one oper-
ation to reduce swelling on her brain.

What gives Emma an occasional
respite from the struggle and lets this
beautiful little girl be herself ?

Dogs. Emma is asking the social
media community to send her digital
stories and pictures of dogs. She also
welcomes good, old-fashioned postal
mail.

And the world has responded.
Emma’s email has more than 2,000
messages from people and dogs all
over the world, her dad, Geoff

Mertens, recently posted. He said he
needs a pickup truck to carry all of the
postal mail home. 

Geoff Mertens is a vice president of
operations at the YMCA of Greater
Waukesha County. Emma’s mom is
Tammy Mertens.

On the site gofundme.com/team-
emma-fight-against-dipg, dog pictures
and encouraging words have come
from as far as Germany and Puerto
Rico. In the states, responses have
come from Rhode Island, Mississippi,
Florida, New York and Illinois.
Emma recently got a stuffed dog from
Amsterdam.

Emma’s rocky path began in Jan-
uary when she got a terrible headache
and experienced flu-like symptoms
after playing with friends in the snow,
and wrestling with her two brothers,
according to accounts on Facebook.

By mid-week, Emma was rushed
into surgery to reduce swelling on the
brain. 

Emma’s family went public about
the tumor to raise money for medical
and living expenses with a GoFundMe
campaign.

See pictures of Emma at www.caring
bridge.org/public/emmasfight.

The family could not be reached
immediately for direct comment, but
Emma’s journey is mapped almost
daily by her father on the Caring
Bridge site.

“It really is moving to see so many
people doing something simple and
kind for Emma,” her dad wrote.

Send a letter from your dog to Emma
Mertens, P.O. Box 230, Hartland, WI
53029, or email her at emmaloves
dogs7@gmail.com.

Home sales remain
seasonally low 

in January
Milwaukee-WOW counties

see a 3.5% decline
WAUKESHA — As is typical for the first month

of the year, January home sales in the Milwau-
kee-Waukesha-Washington-Ozaukee counties
were slow. However, they were still lower than
one year ago.

The Greater Milwaukee Association of Realtors
on Feb.13 reported that sales decreased 3.5 per-
cent when comparing January to one year ago.

The only county that saw an increase in home
sales last month was Waukesha at 1.9 percent.
Sales in Washington County declined 20.4 per-
cent, followed by Ozaukee at 19.3 percent and
Milwaukee at 1.7 percent.

“It is difficult to deduce what the market will be
like in the future based on January sales. That is
because the winter months are historically low
sales months. Out of about 20,000 total sales in
each of the last 3 years, there were between 933-
1,045 sales in January,” GMAR President Mike
Ruzicka said in the report. “Nonetheless, Jan-
uary 2019 was the 7th month out of the last nine
with lower sales, dating back to May 2018.”

Lack of affordable housing is still a main con-
tributor to lackluster sales, Realtors have cited,
Ruzicka said.

While home listings declined or remained near-
ly neutral in the other three counties when com-
paring January 2019 to January 2018, Waukesha
County had an increase of 20.8 percent in Jan-
uary. Milwaukee was close to neutral with an
increase of 0.3 percent for the month. Washing-
ton County had a decline of 24.9 percent and
Ozaukee County’s number went down by 19.3 per-
cent.

“Another trend continuing from where 2018 left
off is an increase in listings, which will hopeful-
ly address the deficiency in sales in the months to
come. Many homes listed in January will become
sales in February and March,” Ruzicka wrote.
“The 4-county area saw listings go up 1.9 percent
in January, the fourth month in a row of
increased listings. Waukesha County led the way
with a hefty 20.8 percent increase.”

Brandon Anderegg/Freeman Staff

A home at 217 Barstow St. in Waukesha displayed a
for sale sign with an accepted offer.

Submitted photo

A view of some of the runs at Ausblick during the club’s “Ladies Day” event. The club has
been in operation for nearly 50 years and includes 400 active memberships.

Longtime ski clubs thriving 
in Sussex, Hubertus
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“We do whatever it takes to make a service special.”

Brookfield: 262-432-8300 • 21600 W. Capitol Dr.

New Berlin: 262-786-8009 • 12401 W. National Ave.

WWW.KRAUSEFUNERALHOME.COM

Mark Krause, Owner

Receptions by Krause                          Bennie, Therapy Dog

• To help families relax, we were the first funeral
home in WI to host receptions.

• Our Grief Therapy Dog gives comfort to hurting
families

• We’re the exclusive local provider of the
Cremation with Confidence™ Guarantee -
offering families peace of mind.

Milw. 414-354-9400 • 7001 W. Brown Deer Rd.

Milw. 414-464-4640 • 9000 W. Capitol Dr.

Our neighbors know we always go the extra mile for them.   
Our goal  is to  provide excellent, compassionate service and 

options families can’t find  anywhere else. That’s why we’re 
continually adding new, unique services.

Equal Opportunity Affirmative Action Employer/Educator

OPEN
HOUSE
Thursday, March 14   

Come anytime between 4 - 7 p.m.

Richard T. Anderson Education Center 

Waukesha County Technical College

800 Main Street, Pewaukee

RSVP | wctc.edu/open-house | 262.691.5129  

INTERVIEW 
US! FIND OUT IF WCTC IS 

A GOOD FIT FOR YOU

The changing face of retail: Is retail apocalypse upon us?
By Dave Fidlin

Special to Conley Media

If you’ve kept a watchful
eye on retail-related head-
lines this past year, the head-
lines can seem ominous —
particularly for traditional
brick-and-mortar retailers.

The growing list of shut-
tering stores has even
brought a phrase into our
cultural vernacular: the
retail apocalypse.

Last year claimed the lives
of two big-box chains — Toys
R Us and Bon Stores Inc.,
parent company of Boston
Store — each one-time
goliaths of the industry.
There have been talks of try-
ing to resuscitate both sto-
ried brands, but firm plans
have yet to crystallize.

We’re only a month into
2019, and there has been plen-
ty of buzz about the fate of a
number of other regional
and national retailers that
could leave more hollowed-
out, emptied storefronts as
the year continues to unfold.

This week, the ultimate
fate of deeply-rooted depart-
ment store chains Sears and
Kmart could be decided in
bankruptcy court as a judge
decides if former Sears Hold-
ings Corp. CEO Eddie Lam-
pert’s bid to continue operat-
ing 425 stores across the U.S.
is sufficient. 

Regardless of what hap-
pens in bankruptcy court,
the judge’s decision will have
no further impact on our

immediate area. The last full-
line Sears store closed at
Brookfield Square nearly a
year ago; a lone store in
Madison is the last store
standing in this state. 

The same goes for Kmart
— where the blue light spe-
cial became a part of our cul-
tural lexicon. The one-time
discount behemoth, which
was the nation’s No. 2 retail-
er (behind only Sears)
throughout the 1970s and
1980s, closed its longtime
Cudahy store Jan. 27, and the
Oconomowoc location is set
to close its doors next month.
Five locations remain in scat-
tered areas of the state.    

And then there’s Shopko —
which, like Kmart, got its
start in 1962 (alongside
heavyweights Target and
Walmart). The financial
cracks of this Green Bay-
headquartered chain began
showing late last year and
reached a breaking point last
month as the company filed
for bankruptcy, hopeful to
reorganize around a stronger
base of stores.

Whatever becomes of
Shopko, its absence also will
be felt locally. Stores in
Grafton, Sussex and West
Bend are in the process of
winding down operations
and will be closing in the
months ahead.

Other retailers with small-
er footprints are also facing
possible extinction or a
reduced footprint. This is
especially true of mall-based

retailers.
Among the examples are

women’s clothier Charlotte
Russe, which announced
Monday it is filing for
bankruptcy, shuttering near-
ly 100 stores, including ones
at Brookfield Square and in
the Bayshore Town Center in
Glendale.

Last month, children’s
clothier Gymboree
announced plans to close all
of its namesake stores, leav-
ing yet another vacancy
within Brookfield Square
and Southridge Mall in
Greendale. There’s also
reports of specialty retailer
Things Remembered closing
stores as it struggles to keep
pace with changes in the
marketplace.

All of this news — espe-
cially the post mortems — is
enough to make the 1980s-era
Toys R Us kid embedded
within me cry in the name of
nostalgia. 

So, what gives? Are we
entering an age where online
shopping has toppled tradi-
tional brick-and-mortar
retail? Does Amazon receive
all of the credit for this
recent series of store clo-
sures?

Yes and no.
While Amazon has made

inroads in a number of areas
— retail being just one of
them — the company still
commands a relatively small
piece of the overall retail pie.
According to analytics
provider One Click Retail,

Amazon holds about 4 per-
cent of the U.S. retail sales
and 44 percent of all online
activity.

Statista, another analytics
firm, estimates 11.1 percent
of this year’s retail activity
in the U.S. will take place
online. 

So, Amazon and the Inter-
net are playing a role in the
erosion of the brick and mor-
tar landscape, but they
haven’t toppled it.

In reality, many of today’s
struggling retailers face
several characteristics. In
some instances, leadership
has been credited with
not evolving with changing

consumer tastes. 
In other cases, private

equity has been criticized for
not putting enough invest-
ment into store operations —
or placing a heavy debt-load
onto the retailer’s capital
structure. This scenario was
especially true of Toys R Us,
which was lumbering with $5
billion in debt when it filed
for bankruptcy in fall 2017.

I remain bullish on the
future of brick-and-mortar
retail, and there is plenty of
reason to have optimism as
we scan the area. 

The Town of Brookfield’s
2-year-old mixed-use develop-
ment The Corners continues
to grow with an ongoing ros-
ter of new tenants, while
West Bend’s Main Street
thoroughfare has grown, net-
ting such retailers as Meijer.
And Grafton’s Interstate 43
corridor has thrived in the
past decade-plus after village
leaders shifted their focus
on where the community’s
main commercial hub
should be concentrated.

The times they might be
a-changing, but that doesn’t
mean we will stop stepping
foot into retail stores any-
time soon.

(Dave Fidlin is a freelance
journalist and a retail history
enthusiast. He is the proud
owner of a flashing Kmart
blue light, which he pur-
chased during a fixture sale
before the Cudahy store
closed.)   

Katherine Michalets/Conley Media

A shopper leaves Kmart in Oconomowoc on Feb 2, as the
store held a closing sale, offering 20 to 60 percent off items.

Dave Fidlin/Special to Conley Media

Journalist and retail history
enthusiast Dave Fidlin recent-
ly purchased a Kmart blue
light special pole as the Cud-
ahy store was closing.

Photo courtesy of Dan Beck

Having sat empty for nearly a decade, the Fun World building off Bluemound Road in the Town
of Brookfield has been bought by Stefans Soccer, a soccer specialty store.

Specialty soccer store buys
former Fun World site

By Katherine Michalets
kmichalets@conleynet.com

262-513-2644

TOWN OF BROOKFIELD
— A building known for
housing fun activities for
the whole family will once
again bring smiles to faces
when Stefans Soccer takes
over the former Fun World
location off of Bluemound
Road.

Stefans Soccer, a soccer
specialty store, announced
the acquisition of the 25,000-
square-foot building at 620
Elizabeth Court on Feb. 22.
Previous occupant, Fun
World, an entertainment
center with laser tag, mini
golf and video games, closed
almost a decade ago.

This will be a move down
the street for Stefans Soccer,
which leases 3,200 square
feet of retail space in the
Best Buy plaza on Blue-
mound Road and owns a
10,500-square-foot complex

for corporate office and
warehouse space in New
Berlin.

The move to the new loca-
tion is expected to happen by
the end of May.

Also the new location will
be the corporate offices and
warehouse space for Stefans
Soccer, which has been in
business since 1965. 

“This is an exciting mile-
stone for Stefans Soccer,”
said Anne Nowakowski,
president and owner of Ste-
fans Soccer, in a statement.
“Our new space will allow
for us to continue to serve
our loyal customers and cre-
ate unique retail experi-
ences for the growing num-
ber of soccer players, fans
and enthusiasts — of all
ages — throughout the
state.”

Stefans Soccer carries
Wisconsin’s largest selec-
tion of soccer equipment
and apparel for all ages,
according to the announce-

ment. 
The new store will offer an

expanded “boot room” for
players to shop and try on
shoes; a customization “bar”
where customers can per-
sonalize apparel and goal-
keeper gloves; and interac-
tive experiences not avail-
able at other soccer equip-
ment retailers in the area.
The store will also offer a
community room that local
soccer teams and clubs can
use for meetings and small
events.

Approximately 30 employ-
ees will work out of the new
facility, with that number
growing to more than 50 dur-
ing peak uniform produc-
tion season in the summer
months. Stefans Soccer cur-
rently employs approximate-
ly 45 to 70 employees,
depending on the season,
across three store locations
and their corporate offices.
Other store locations are in
Milwaukee and Madison. 

Next phase of The Mayfair
Collection approved

WAUWATOSA — The
terms of a development
agreement allowing for the
creation of seven develop-
ment pad sites that can
accommodate up to 750
additional residential units
and 360,000 square feet of
corporate space has been
approved by the city of
Wauwatosa.

HSA Commercial Real
Estate, a Chicago-based
full-service real estate firm,
plans to demolish existing
warehouse building on the
site near Highway 41/45
and Burleigh Street.

The Mayfair Collection is
a 69-acre mixed-use project
that includes 500,000 square
feet of retail space
anchored by Whole Foods
Market and Nordstrom
Rack, as well as a Hilton
Homewood Suites and a
269-unit luxury apartment
building called Synergy at

The Mayfair Collection.
“We have always shared a

vision with the city of
Wauwatosa to transform
the ‘Burleigh Triangle’
from an underutilized
warehouse complex into a
vibrant, dense and walka-
ble mixed-use community,”
said Tim Blum, executive
vice president with HSA
Commercial Real Estate, in
a statement. 

“With the support of city
leadership and staff, we’ve
gone a long way in terms of
achieving that vision
through the opening of the
initial retail, hospitality
and apartment compo-
nents; but this development
agreement offers the road
map to completely fulfill
that common goal over the
next several years.”

The terms of the agree-
ment between Wauwatosa
and HSA Commercial Real

Estate provide for the
demolition and environ-
mental remediation of the
remaining warehouse
buildings on the interior of
the 69-acre site as well as
the extension of roads and
infrastructure necessary to
support the development of
future residential and
office buildings.

“The Mayfair Collection
development in Wauwatosa
has been very successful,”
said Wauwatosa Mayor
Kathleen Ehley in a state-
ment. “We are pleased to
support the future expan-
sion of this project and add
more residents and employ-
ees to one of our most
vibrant mixed-use develop-
ments.”

Demolition and site work
are scheduled to begin this
summer, with the develop-
ment sites available as soon
as spring 2020.

Submitted rendering

Chicago-based HSA Commercial Real Estate and the city of Wauwatosa announced a new
development agreement to help pave the way for a new office development (pictured in
rendering) and residential phases of The Mayfair Collection mixed-use development.



By Ashley Haynes
ahaynes@conleynet.com

262-513-2681

WAUKESHA — When then
first-grade student Frederick
Biebert and third-grade stu-
dent Sydney Biebert started
their first day of school three
years ago, they didn’t need to
worry about gathering up
their backpacks and lunch
boxes in time to catch a
school bus. In fact, they
weren’t even in the country. 

The two were in Paris for
their first day. Frederick and
Sydney are a part of the
eAchieve Academy, offered
by the School District of
Waukesha. The Biebert fami-
ly owns a local video produc-
tion company that requires
them to travel across the
globe for filming. The kids
are now in their third year at
eAchieve, and mother Jen-
nifer Biebert says the school
is the perfect fit for them.

“We travel so much for our
work and it’s just been amaz-
ing to be able to take them
with us because otherwise, I
think we’d miss their child-
hood,” said Jennifer Biebert.

She explained that the flex-
ibility provided by an online
school, as well as the ability
to truly individualize each
student’s learning, has been
invaluable.

Every Monday, students get
their individualized learning
plan for the week. If there’s a
certain subject they excel at,
they can advance right away.
If they need more help with a
subject, they can take things
slower. They can also go back
and work on certain lessons.

Jennifer explained that
there are several components
to online schooling that help
support her son, who was
diagnosed in first grade with

dyslexia. Online resources
and videos are particularly
helpful, as well as text-to-
speech components on the
computer.

“We knew that a traditional
classroom setting is not the
best for children that have
dyslexia. They kind of need
to be taught a different way
and need to have other tools
or resources,” said Jennifer
Biebert.

Online schools have
become an increasingly pop-
ular option over the last sev-
eral years, with many
expanding their grade levels
to encompass elementary
and even kindergarten-aged
kids. Rick Nettesheim, prin-
cipal of the eAchieve Acade-
my, says the 65 elementary
students currently enrolled
in eAchieve get a unique
experience facilitated by
their parents, teachers and
the school.

“They (families) tell us it’s
the best of both worlds
because they still get to
remain very close to the edu-
cational process and they get
to work very closely with
their child, but they no
longer have to do the heavy
lifting,” said Nettesheim.He
explained that while the
teachers set everything up
from lessons to activities, a
good portion of the learning
happens with the parents,
especially at the elementary
level, with the guidance of
instructors.

Every week, eAchieve
teachers create the individu-
alized plans for each student.

Families are able to leave
notes on the plan for teachers
to provide feedback.

Web conferences are held
every week in each of the
core subject areas, as well as
in music.

Nontraditional 
socialization

Having students removed
from a traditional classroom
setting can cause some appre-
hension. Families must pay
close attention and make
sure students are getting
enough time with their peers
in alternative social settings.

“They’ve made it very clear
to us that (teaching) social-
ization is the responsibility
of the parents, not the
school,” said Nettesheim,
adding that most students are
involved in extracurriculars.

Once a month, the
eAchieve elementary school
also holds a planned family
outing.

For the Bieberts, a discus-
sion on quality versus quan-
tity when it comes to friends
took place.

“I think what we realized
through this is school really
isn’t socialization, it’s forced
association. You don’t get to
choose the people that you’re
with,” said Jennifer Biebert. 

She says both Frederick
and Sydney choose one sport
to play per season. They have
also gained cultural skills
that will serve them well
through life as they’ve trav-
eled to 28 different countries
and been exposed to different
ways of living.

An authentic experience
Shawna Stueck, a K-5 team

leader for the Wisconsin Vir-
tual Academy (WIVA), says

it’s particularly telling when
a family opts to enroll their
student in an online school at
the start of their educational
journey. Stueck says while
they’re making a conscious
choice to forgo some of the
traditional school markers,
like a first day of school
photo or walk to the school
bus, families are finding
their own ways to commemo-
rate special milestones.

“A lot of the things we do
are just as rich and just as
authentic as if they were
done in a classroom with
other students,” said Stueck.
“It just looks a little bit differ-
ently.”

Stueck says students use a
lot of the same concepts and
tools that their peers in brick-
and-mortar schools do.

WIVA students are respon-
sible for both a daily lesson
and Class Connect session
each day. Class Connect ses-
sions require them to log in
and interact with peers and
their teacher.

Daily lessons can happen
whenever, while each Class
Connect session is at a set
time. 

Getting younger students
started with all this tech can
be a big undertaking for new
families.

“It can be seven hours each
day in supporting that learn-
ing and working with the
teacher,” said Stueck.

Once they learn the tech-
nology and tools, Stueck says,
that time decreases.

WIVA teachers are avail-
able every day during

instructional times almost
instantaneously. Parents can
click a button within a lesson
to ask for help from a teacher.

As for socialization, WIVA
also hosts a face-to-face out-
ing for students.

“The family is really in the
driver seat of what that may
look like,” said Stueck.

Lifelong skills
While students who learn

online may be giving up
some of the more tradition-
al components of learning,
the consensus among their
families and educators is
that they gain a different
skill set that will serve
them well for years to come.

Stueck says it takes a spe-
cial kind of bravery for

WIVA students to get
online, hook up a micro-
phone and start interacting
with people they’ve never
met before.

She says her students also
walk away understanding
tech in a way their parents
never would have expected.

For the Biebert family,
eAchieve has allowed them
to remain closely knit with-
out sacrificing school work.

As of right now, the fami-
ly is leaning towards hav-
ing Frederick and Sydney
go to a traditional high
school, but are not ruling
out continuing with
eAchieve.

“It’s just been the perfect
learning environment for
us,” said Jennifer Biebert.
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TAKE
CHARGE

be healthy
Make informative decisions 

about the health & well being 
of you and your family. 

Find reliable services and 
products by area businesses 

and medical practitioners 
inside our 2019 Spring 

Health & Wellness Directory. 

Coming in your 
April edition

Bring in this ad and receive

10% OFF
YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE

Consignment Hours: Mon. 10am-6pm;
Wed. thru Sat. 10am-2pm

Store Hours: Mon. thru Fri. 10am-7pm;
Sat. 10am-5pm

Expires 3-31-19

On the 

Bright
Side 

New Spring Arrivals Are Here

Ruby Isle Shopping Center
2205 N. Calhoun Rd., Brookfield
262-789-9359
EliteRepeatClothing.com

263115005

A global
classroom

Online schools 
provide a flexible, yet
‘authentic’ experience

for families

Submitted photo

For eAchieve Academy students Sydney Biebert (left) and Frederick Biebert (right), online schooling allows them the freedom
to learn all over the globe. Here, they work on their homework in Austria.

School District of Waukesha eAchieve Academy student
Temperance Schmidt, grade two, works on her allotted school
work for the day.



Page 4A • Freeman Brookfield & Elm Grove MARCH 2019

$3 OFF Family
$2 OFF Large
$1 OFF Medium

Choose Your 
Size and Save!

2205 N. Calhoun Rd., Brookfield
Located in Ruby Isle Shopping Center

262-786-7272

Expires 4-5-19. Excludes FAVES, Mini Murphs, XLNY & 
Dessert Pizzas. Limit 3. Cannot be combined with 

any other offers. Available only at Brookfield location.

263350003

Air of history remains around perfume set

Vanity perfume set 
Q.: I was lucky enough to

inherit my grandmother
Mary’s perfume set. I
admired it even as a small
child. What kind of value
does it have? 

— Sharon, Brookfield

A.: Irving W. Rice
Importers introduced rea-
sonably priced merchandise
mostly in the 1930s and 1940s.
It was a time when pressed
glass items were delivered in
shipping crates via rail box-
cars from many places. Some
examples found today still
have the importer’s foil label
attached. Your Czechoslo-
vakian 5-inch-tall scent bot-
tles and mirrored oval tray
could be ordered separately.
Accounting for one damaged,
fern-shaped finial, the value
of this sweet set is $140.

Tip for cleaning framed
mirrors or pictures: Spray
the cleaning cloth, never
spray the mirror directly.

* * * 

Spanish-American War
canteen

Q.: I follow your column in
the Enterprise newspaper. I’d
be interested in your take
and a value of this unique
U.S. Army canteen. 

— Brian, Oconomowoc

A.: Although, I appraise
some military items, Jerry is
the expert to take this
inquiry. He is from the Mili-
tary Collectibles Shop in
West Allis and knew immedi-
ately about your canteen. 

“It is an M-18-78 canteen
Company ‘B’ of the 25th
Infantry, from the Spanish-
American War, 1898 era.
Then reissued to the 26th
Infantry regiment, which
was not formed until 1901.
The value is $100, if it has
the original leather strap
with two brass hooks, add
$50.” 

* * * 

Easel connected 
to opera house?

Q.: I found this wooden
easel over 20 years ago in an
old farmhouse attic. I heard
it might have come from an
opera house. Could you give
me a value and any informa-
tion? 

— Jerry, Schofield

A.: This elongated oak
easel, circa 1885, has height-
ened artistic design. Includ-
ing brass elements it was
labor-intensive to create and
has excellent restoration.
With Schofield being in close
proximity to Wausau, it
could have come from the
Wausau Grand Opera House.
Wausau was well-known for
extravagant, operatic stage
performances. The railroad
circuit brought theatrical
cast members and opera
attendees from across Ameri-
ca. 

Following the fire catas-
trophic of 1892, the rebuilt
venue became known as the
Grand Theater. The Wausau
Historical Society might
have archival photos con-
firming any significance to

this triangular stand. 
Today’s value of $175

would increase if that Grand
connection could be verified.  

Submit an item 
for consideration

Do you have an item or
collection of items that could
be shared in a future news-
paper column? Let Barbara
Eash hear about it!

To have your item or col-
lection considered send the
following information: up to
three, sharp, well-lit photos
of front & back of the item(s),
measurements as well as
any history or hearsay,
length of ownership and your
full name, address and day-
time phone number. Mail:
Waukesha Antique Shop,
ATTN Barbara Eash, 1427
E. Racine, Ave. Unit E-2,
Waukesha, WI 53186 or
email:
beappraisals@gmail.com.

If your item(s) are consid-
ered for a future column, we
will contact you. No photos
can be returned and no pur-
chase of items will occur.

(Barbara Eash is a member
of the Certified Appraisers
Guild of America, specializ-
ing in appraisals of antiques
and collectibles and has exten-
sive experience writing and
speaking about antiques.)

Canteen a piece of military 
history; easel stands on its own BARBARA

EASH
Antiques Appraised

Photo courtesy of Waukesha County Business Alliance

Elm Grove Travel joins Business Alliance

ELM GROVE — Locally owned and family run Elm Grove Travel recently joined the Wauke-
sha County Business Alliance.
Jenny Cagle and Tracie Harter of Elm Grove Travel hold their membership  plaque.

Submitted photo

Ascension Elmbrook hosts heart care event
BROOKFIELD — Bill and Mary Jean Haslam examine a coronary stent, which both have
implanted in their hearts, at Ascension Elmbrook at  Ascension Elmbrook’s Heart Care Reunion
and Open House. The event helped raise awareness about heart disease and provided pre-
vention strategies for patients and the community, in support of American Heart Month. Atten-
dees received blood pressure and glucose checks, attended cooking and nutrition demonstra-
tions, met with members of the Ascension Heart Care Team and received information on fit-
ness, sleep, relaxation, and aromatherapy.
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Check out the MBA Spring Tour for fresh ideas to make your dream home a reality. 
This year’s tour will feature: New Homes • Condos • Lots • Developments. 

The MBA Spring Tour guide has all the details inside the April edition.

Get Inspired!
Weekends: Noon-4pm

April 27 thru May 12, 2019
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Marvin  windows  and  doors  can  provide
a whole new perspective, not the least of
which — better energy efficiency for your
home. With the most available ENERGY
STAR®  options,  prefinished  interiors
(available  in  6  wood  species),  and  19
standard  exterior  colors,   we’ll  help  you
customize  the  perfect  combination  of
glass,  styles  and  finishes  for  your  new
home. 
It’s  all  part  of  four  generations  of
innovation and craftsmanship backed by
an  unwavering  commitment  to  service
and  support  from  Bliffert  Lumber
Waukesha.

©2012 Marvin® Windows and Doors. All rights reserved. ®Registered trademark of Marvin Windows and Doors.

548 W. Sunset Dr.

Waukesha, WI 53189 

(262) 542-6666

bliffertlumber.com
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Central’s Somlai backs up bold prediction
By Dave Radcliffe

dradcliffe@conleynet.com
262-513-2655

MADISON — Jacob Somlai
called his shot. Then he
knocked it out of the park.

The Brookfield Central
senior ran roughshod through
his competition all season long
and the WIAA Individual State
Wrestling Tournament was no
different. Somlai completed an
undefeated season and made it
4-for-4 on pins at the Kohl Cen-
ter when he finished off Wau-
nakee senior Reed Ryan at 3
minutes, 56 seconds in the
Division 1 220-pound title
match Feb. 23.

Somlai finished his senior
year 48-0, and Ryan was no
pushover himself, coming in
with a  45-2 record. Far and
away the top two competitors
in their weight class, there
was a buzz amongst wrestling
aficionados leading up to this
clash.

Somlai added some fuel to
the fire, himself. guaranteeing
a pin of Ryan after his semifi-
nal victory Feb. 22 and vowing
revenge after losing to him as
a sophomore.

He backed up that big talk in
a big way, but not after a first-
period scare.

Somlai picked up two early
points for a takedown, but a
reversal by Ryan put the Wau-
nakee senior up 3-2 heading
into the second two minutes.

“I realized I can’t be doing
anything stupid, don’t take
any pins for granted,” Somlai
said. “Taking what you can get
but also forcing stuff you
know you can do. I knew I
couldn’t do that cradle. I went
for it too early.”

That slip-up helped Somlai
refocus and flat out dominate
Ryan, who is also a defensive
end committed to North Dako-
ta State. Ryan started down in
the second and got his escape,
but from there it was all Som-
lai, getting a takedown and
nearfall before prompting the
referee to slap his hand to the
mat with four seconds to
spare.

“I got back into my game,
set it up, put him to his back
off that takedown,” Somlai
said. “Second time went with
that crossfire butcher, he gave
up.”

Somlai was prepared to ride
out Ryan into the third period
if need be with a lead in
hand, but saved himself some
energy by ending it right then
and there in the second. 

“Honestly through my

head, I was pretty much
thinking, ‘Hey, let’s ride this
out.’” Somlai said. “I had my
choice in that third period. If
we can get one you’ve got an
8-4 lead, keep trying to score
points, but you know you can
hold that lead and keep grind-
ing.”

After hearing the whistle,
Somlai did his best Nick
Collins Super Bowl 45 imper-
sonation, looking to the sky
on his knees with his arms
raised.

Somlai refocused and re-
dedicated himself after tak-
ing fourth at last year’s state
meet. Over the summer he
won the 220-pound title at the
Junior WWF Freestyle State
Championships. Then after
playing varsity football at BC
for the first time in the fall —
and knocking off Ryan’s
Waunakee Warriors in the
state semifinals — Somlai got
to work on the mat and made
the inevitable a reality,
becoming the first Lancer
ever to win a wrestling state
championship.

Somlai got emotional think-
ing of the accomplishment.

“It feels great,” Somlai said.
“I am so proud to become my
coach’s first state champ and
just to be part of this awe-
some, awesome group of peo-
ple that have pushed me so far
in my wrestling abilities.”

Senior goes 4-for-4 with pins

Dave Radcliffe/Freeman Staff

Brookfield Central senior Jacob Somlai gets his hand raised after winning the 220-pound
championship during the WIAA Division 1 Individual State Wrestling Tournament on
Feb. 23 at the Kohl Center in Madison.

By Dave Radcliffe
dradcliffe@conleynet.com

262-513-2655

MADISON — Greatness
was expected of Aidan
Medora, and he delivered
once again.

Representing the St.
John’s Northwestern/
Brookfield Academy co-op,
Medora made it back-to-
back state titles when he
pinned West Salem/Ban-
gor’s Dalton Schams after 5
minutes, 19 seconds in the
138-pound finals of the
WIAA Division 2 Individual
State Wrestling Tourna-
ment Feb. 23 at the Kohl
Center.

That capped a perfect 33-0
season for Medora, who has-
n’t lost a match since the
126-pound final his fresh-
man year.

“I just felt that winning
state again was just expect-
ed of me, having put in all
the work I had over the sum-
mer up at Askren, stuff like
that, so I’m just doing my
job out there and having fun
with it,” Medora said.

Medora took a 4-1 lead
into the second period after
a pair of successive take-
downs. That grew to a 9-2
advantage through four
minutes, and his final take-
down set up the champi-
onship-clinching pin with 41
seconds remaining in the
match.

“I wasn’t really strategiz-
ing or game-planning that
much,” Medora said. “I was
just flowing with it. And
when the opportunity pre-
sented itself, I took it, and
that’s how it ended.”

Medora won by major
decision in his previous two
state matches, as racking up
points has become his sta-
ple. A chance to become a

three-time state champ
awaits next February, but
first Medora has his sights
set on Junior Nationals in
Fargo.

“The next big thing is
Fargo,” Medora said. “Try-
ing to get that Fargo title so
I’ve just got to keep working
from here. Still got to get
better.”

*       *       *

Despite having a program-
record 11 wrestlers at the
Individual State Wrestling
Tournament, it was far from
a guarantee that Mukwona-
go would feature any com-
petitors in the final of their
respective weight class.

Tyler Goebel made sure to
give the Indians a represen-

tative.
The sophomore reached

the Division 1 113-pound
championship bout by way
of a first-round pin and two
decision victories, setting
up a showdown with Ash-
waubenon junior Cody
Minor on Saturday night.

Goebel (42-7) came
moments away from swip-
ing the gold medal right out
from under him.

A match largely con-
trolled by Minor, Goebel
trailed 12-4 early in the third
period, needing a miracle.
Suddenly, he found an open-
ing, taking Minor down to
the mat and then turning
him onto his back.

“I was kind of down by a
lot, so I didn’t really have
any other options,” Goebel

said.
The referee was counting,

but eventually, Minor rolled
through. The three points
for a nearfall made it 12-9,
but Goebel wouldn’t get any
closer as he fell to Minor, 13-
10.

“My goal was just to place,
but I don’t know,” Goebel
said. “(I thought) it was def-
initely possible (to reach the
finals before the season),
but I didn’t think I’d get
there.”

Five Mukwonago
wrestlers in all were able to
place and hope to ride that
momentum into the UW
Field House.

“It’s a lot of fun,” Goebel
said. “Hopefully we can
keep it going into team
state, knowing it’s in their

head.”

*       *       *

Several other Waukesha
County wrestlers were able
to stand on the podium Feb.
23, many for the first time.

Third-place finishers were
Arrowhead freshman
Mitchell Mesenbrink (120
pounds), Mukwonago senior
Luke Eliszewski (126), Brook-
field East sophomore Connor
Thorpe (132) and Mukwona-
go junior Nate Stokhaug
(145). Mesenbrink, Thorpe
and Stokhaug each lost to the
eventual champion in their
respective classes, while
Eliszewski fell to runner-up
Edward Wilkowski of Water-
town. It was the second con-
secutive bronze medal for

Thorpe, who took third at 126
pounds as a freshman.

Mukwonago senior Justin
Eichler closed out his high
school career by finishing
fourth at 195 pounds.

Also placing at 126 pounds
was Menomonee Falls junior
Ethan Pogorzelski, who was
awarded a fifth-place medal
via forfeit. Arrowhead
sophomore Jack Ganos
reached the podium for the
second straight year by fin-
ishing fifth at 138 pounds. He
was runner-up last winter at
113.

Oconomowoc senior Kea-
gan Lazar placed sixth at 152
pounds. In Division 2,
Catholic Memorial senior
Brian Flanagan won by pin
in the 182-pound fifth-place
match.

SJNMA/BA
junior gets 
pin in final

Medora perfect again as he wins second state title

Dave Radcliffe/Freeman Staff

LEFT: Brookfield Academy junior Aidan Medora gets his hand raised after winning the 138-pound championship during the WIAA Division 2 Individual State
Wrestling Tournament on Feb. 23 at the Kohl Center in Madison. RIGHT: Brookfield East sophomore Connor Thorpe stands on the podium after taking third at
132 pounds.
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