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From Olives to Oil celebrates 1-year anniversary

BROOKFIELD — With a
decade of experience under
her belt, Lori Hass opened
From Olives to Oil, which
celebrated its one-year
anniversary in September in
Brookfield.

The shop offers “try before
you buy” olive oils and bal-
samic vinegars, which have
many applications.

“People are seeking
healthier options for their
cooking and diets in general.
Our products fit the bill,
offering lower-calorie and
lower-fat alternatives for
almost any dish or bakery.
Plus, with more than 40 fla-
vors of olive oils and bal-
samics, everyone can find
something they like,” Hass
said.

The Brookfield store at
17125C W. Bluemound Road
celebrated its one-year
anniversary on Sept. 21. 

“The local community has
warmly welcomed From

Olives to Oil, and we are
thrilled to celebrate a won-
derfully successful first year
with our customers and
business supporters,”  Hass,
a Brookfield resident, said.
“We have received tremen-
dous positive feedback,
which guided us to expand
our selections of oils, bal-
samics and foods. We strive
to offer products not typical-
ly available in other stores,
and instruction on using
them to enjoy a more flavor-
ful life.”

Most of the products sold
at From Olives to Oil, bal-
samic vinegars, EVOOs and
nut oils, are from a fourth-
generation producer in
Lazzio, Italy. The store car-
ries many locally-produced
food and health products, as
well.

From Olives to Oil occu-
pies space that formerly
housed The Oilerie Brook-
field. Hass worked at the
business during its entire 10-
year run, finishing as man-
ager. Betsy Belongia, anoth-
er longtime employee who
has authored dozens of
recipes using EVOOs and
balsamic vinegars, contin-
ues to serve customers at
From Olives to Oil.

From Olives to Oil has

more than 40 tasting tanks.
Hass says she focuses on

making the experience per-
sonal for her customers.

“Being a small store, we
enjoy personal interaction
with our customers, which

is especially important
when they want to know
how our products can be
used, and the health benefits
of doing so,” she said.
“Everyone on our team is
passionate about good cook-

ing and great food. We don’t
mind when people call with
questions, for example – we
want our customers to be
educated, and comfortable
with putting new ingredi-
ents and flavors to use.”

Submitted photo

From Olives to Oil owner Lori Hass, right, assists customer Janelle Kreidler at the Brookfield
store.

Brookfield store
owner follows

passion for
olive oils

Movie theater food fight leads to charges
By Brandon Anderegg
banderegg@conleynet.com

262-513-2657

WAUKESHA — A popcorn-
and-beverage fight at the
Majestic Cinema in the Town
of Brookfield turned into
criminal charges for one
woman who allegedly
attacked another woman
while appearing in munici-
pal court for citations issued
in connection with the inci-
dent.

Yolanda M. Cruz, 38, was

charged with obstructing an
officer, two counts of misde-
meanor battery, resisting an
officer and disorderly con-
duct, according to a Wauke-
sha County Circuit Court
criminal complaint.

Cruz was watching a movie
at the theater on July 9 when
she was allegedly hit by pop-
corn because she pulled out
her cellphone to look at the
time, according to the com-
plaint. Cruz allegedly turned
around and said to the
alleged popcorn thrower,

“Are you really throwing
popcorn at me, you fat (exple-
tive)?” according to the com-
plaint.

Following the comment,
both the popcorn thrower
and Cruz threw their drinks
at each other. Cruz then
grabbed nearby drinks and
poured them on the popcorn
thrower, who was later iden-
tified as Saraya Harris,
according to the complaint.

Cruz and Harris were
issued municipal citations
for disorderly conduct.

Both Cruz and Harris
appeared in court Sept. 19
and as Cruz left her attor-
ney’s office, multiple wit-
nesses observed Cruz
approach Harris, grab her by
the hair and pull her to the
floor, according to the com-
plaint. Cruz allegedly struck
Harris in the face with a
closed fist and an officer
reported hearing a loud thud
each time Cruz struck Harris
in the face, according to the
complaint.

Another witness in the

courtroom attempted to
intervene, and Cruz alleged-
ly struck him in the forehead
during the altercation. An
officer then jumped over
chairs to reach Cruz before
putting her in handcuffs.

As Cruz was being hand-
cuffed, she yelled something
to the effect of “Harris got
what she deserved,” accord-
ing to the complaint. Anoth-
er officer noticed clumps of
hair on the courtroom floor
as well as blood in Harris’
mouth.
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If you are living alone and isolated,
depressed, falling, need help with
your shower or  your  doctor says you
need care after surgery or rehab,
Comfort Keepers® is there for you
with Live-In 24 hour care services with
“your own personal caregiver.”

Caregivers are screened, bonded and
insured and all taxes are paid. With
only 2 or 3 caregivers in a week, you
have that one on one personal
attention 7 days a week. Your own
personal caregiver.

Comfort Keepers® also provides
Live-In care while working hand in
hand with hospice nurses, assuring
you and  family members the dignity
and respect during these stages of
your life.

We all want to remain in our homes
we love surrounded by our memories,
memorabilia and possessions.

“WE ARE ELEVATING
THE HUMAN SPIRIT”™

Comfort Keepers® believes that
“care is a relationship”, not a task
and our goal is to find joy in every day.
It’s proven that our “Senior’s,
happiness comes from daily
experiences with those around them.”

“Socially engaged seniors have higher
levels of physical, mental and
cognitive functioning.”

The smallest amount of exercise
appears to help SENIORS LIVE
LONGER and lowers the risk of
disability.

In every Comfort Keeper® is a
heart and compassion to care for
others. It is the power to lift lives
every day.

©2018 CK Franchising, Inc. An international network, where most offices independently owned and operated.

The Mellers’ offices promise to treat you
as one of our own family members.

WHY CHOOSE LIVE-IN CARE
SERVICES 

Comfort Keepers Care Services

Serving Milwaukee and
Waukesha Counties

(414) 858-9400
8505 W. Forest Home Avenue

26
38
73
00
7

INTERACTIVE CAREGIVING™

Is an holistic approach to caring for the mind,
body, spirit and well being to all we serve!

• Companionship is our priority
• Private Duty Nursing
• Specializing in

24/7 LIVE IN CARE
• In-home Hospice Care
• Bathing
• Incontinence Care
• Overseeing Medication
• Meals 
• Laundry
• Light Housekeeping
• Transportation
• Hoyer Lift 
• Transferring

More than 60 new prosecutor 
positions added throughout state

By Brandon Anderegg
banderegg@conleynet.com

262-513-2657

WAUKESHA — More than 60 new
assistant district attorney positions
will be added to 56 counties across
Wisconsin, Governor Tony Evers
announced Sept. 17.

Evers touted the measure as the
largest state investment in the dis-
trict attorney program in Wiscon-
sin’s history. For the first time in 10
years, money drawn from the Gener-
al Purpose Fund will be used to fund
full-time positions added to the pro-
gram, Evers said at a press confer-
ence held outside the Waukesha
County Courthouse.

The 64.95 positions added through-
out the state were based on requests
made by county district attorneys,
according to a press release. A total
of 2.5 positions were added to
Waukesha County.

Evers said district attorneys are
on the front-line of the criminal jus-
tice system, adding that critical
changes needed to reform the crimi-
nal justice system cannot be made if
county district attorney offices are
overworked and understaffed.

“For far too long our county dis-
trict attorney offices have been
doing more with less,” Evers said.
“This historic investment will
enable our county officials to
improve victim services, enhance
diversion and treatment options for
those struggling with substance use
disorders and address backlogs that
are standing in the way of justice.”

Evers was joined at the press con-
ference by State Rep. Robyn Vining,
D-Wauwatosa, The Women’s Center
Executive Director Angela Mancuso
and Waukesha County Assistant
District Attorney Mike Thurston.

“It’s a big day for criminal justice
reform,” Thurston said. “Today the
governor’s office put the finishing
touches on a criminal justice reform
bill that is apolitical, that was wide-
ly supported by both parties and
that addresses so many of our local

challenges.”
Thurston said the new positions

will allow for district attorney’s
offices and law enforcement agen-
cies across the state to more effec-
tively address issues such as the opi-
oid crisis, a spike in mental illness
and the primary and secondary
trauma of children.

“For prosecutors especially, we
couldn’t be more grateful for a fully-
funded pay progression and those 65
positions that will allow us to
address chronic shortages, be more
responsive to victims and law
enforcement to help us make more
judicious decisions,” Thurston said. 

In 2003, Waukesha County lost
three prosecutors and since then,
the District Attorney’s office
hasn’t recovered, Thurston said.
Thurston, who is president of the
Wisconsin District Attorneys Asso-
ciation, said Wisconsin district

attorneys along with the DAA
requested a total of 130 positions.

“This was a compromise to reach
65 which we are extremely grateful
for,” Thurston said. “But we do hope
to reach levels that are adequate as
far as staffing is concerned over the
long haul.”

Equivalent of 2.5 positions added in Waukesha County

Brandon Anderegg/Freeman Staff

Governor Tony Evers announces at a press conference that 64.95 assistant
district attorney positions will be added to various district attorney’s offices
throughout Wisconsin. From left: State Rep. Robyn Vining, D-Wauwatosa;
The Women’s Center Executive Director Angela Mancuso; Waukesha County
Assistant District Attorney Mike Thurston; Evers.

“It’s a big day for criminal justice
reform.Today the governor’s office

put the finishing touches on a 
criminal justice reform bill that is

apolitical, that was widely
supported by both parties and
that addresses so many of our 

local challenges.”
— Mike Thurston,

Waukesha County assistant district attorney and
Wisconsin District Attorneys Association 

president

Construction of senior
living facility begins

By Ashley Haynes
ahaynes@conleynet.com

262-513-2681

ELM GROVE — The first
stages of construction on a
new senior living facility in
Elm Grove are now taking
place.

The 75-unit independent
living facility called Elm
Grove Heights was first pro-
posed last winter and will
be for those age 62 and older.

Initial site preparation,
including partial removal of
vegetation and mobilization
of the needed on-site equip-
ment, as well as excavation
of the building foundation
and underground parking
garage, began in late
August.

In order to make Elm
Grove Heights a reality, the
parcel of land at 13040 W.

Bluemound Road, needed to
be rezoned from B-3 Mid-
Rise Office and Professional
District to the Rm-2 Multi-
ple-Family Residential Dis-
trict.

According to the formal
zoning request submitted to
the village last December by
Horizon Development
Group, Inc., Elm Grove
Heights will help stimulate
the village’s next economic
cycle by keeping higher
income seniors in the
village and promoting
turnover of existing homes. 

Horizon also said that
senior housing will likely
have a lower impact on
Bluemound Road traffic
when compared to other
businesses allowed under
the B-3 designation, such as
a hotel.

“Amending the Compre-
hensive Plan to accommo-
date Elm Grove Heights will
help meet the housing
demand for the Village’s
rapidly expanding senior
population,” wrote Horizon
Managing Partner Philip
Schulz in the request.

Elm Grove’s Comprehen-
sive Plan explains that as of
2000, over 34% of residents
will be over the age of 64.

Submitted  rendering

Construction on Elm Grove Heights, a 75-unit senior living
facility, has begun.

Project expected
to stimulate
economic 
activity 

in Elm Grove
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Rolling out the Wahlburgers welcome mat 
TOWN OF BROOKFIELD — Never underestimate the draw of celebrity or a good burger.
After eight months of waiting, dozens of fans of Donnie and Mark Wahlberg lined up along a
sidewalk at the The Corners of Brookfield on Tuesday for the grand opening of Wahlburgers, the
gourmet burger chain created by the actors and former pop stars with their brother and chef,
Paul.
There are 29 Wahlburgers locations in 19 states and Canada, but The Corners’ location marks
the first presence of the eatery in Wisconsin. A second Milwaukee-area location is slated to
open at 322 N. Broadway in Milwaukee’s Third Ward later this year.
On opening morning, Sept. 24, lines stretched from the restaurant, located at the corner of
Market and Union streets inside the Corners development, to just before the Von Maur depart-
ment store.
Natalee Halstead, 37, of Milwaukee, took a vacation day just to be there for the opening,
showing up at 7:30 a.m. to ensure she had a good place in line when the restaurant opened at
11 a.m.
A fan of the Wahlbergs, Halstead said she turned out to support the family and to check out the
burgers.
“They are down to earth. I just appreciate the way they care about family, and take care of their
mother even though they are celebrities,” she said.
Hearing Halstead, another woman in the line, added, “And they’re pretty hot!”

Submitted photo

A rainy first day
BROOKFIELD — A teacher’s work doesn’t begin and
end in the classroom. On Aug. 26, Brookfield Acade-
my students and teachers returned to classes, but
first had to navigate some wet weather.
Here, Brookfield Academy Teacher Rose Pankow
helps student Yusuf Cheema avoid getting splashed
as they walk into the building.

New draft master plan solidifies vision 
for downtown Elm Grove

By Ashley Haynes
ahaynes@conleynet.com

262-513-2681

ELM GROVE — Village
officials have reached the
next phase of planning in
re-envisioning the down-
town area. A recently
updated draft master plan
for the village’s downtown
revitalization goals
describes a future corridor
complete with high-end
retail options, locally-
owned dining options and
plenty of housing.

“We’re all sort of con-
fronted with the same
thing, which is how do you
address the ability to rede-
velop and do it in a way
that still fits your commu-
nity,” Village President
Neil Palmer previously
told The Freeman.

The draft master plan
will help village officials
address bringing in more
restaurant and retail
options, as well as housing.

The fourth iteration of

plans for the downtown
area provides more
specifics as to the exact
type of establishments the
village has in mind.

Businesses 
There are several types

of “targeted dining oppor-
tunities” the village is hop-
ing to attract to the down-
town area, according to the
draft master plan.

The possibility of a fami-
ly-friendly brewpub by the
river is mentioned, as well
as locally owned and oper-
ated cafes, small regional
chains, and formal dining
options.

The ideal retail opportu-
nities include art galleries
and gift shops, craft/hobby
supply stores, home fur-
nishing businesses, and
health/specialty food
stores.

All storefronts and
restaurants would have to
be at least 70% transparent
glass.

Housing plan
According to the draft

master plan, the target
housing types the village
will consider when being
presented with proposals
include multi-unit condo
buildings, town homes,
row houses, single-family
homes, apartment and
multi-use buildings with
apartments on the upper
floors.

All building heights will
be held to two floors, but
there may be exceptions
for a third-floor footprint
along Elm Grove Road.

Multi-family residential
housing would be placed
along the northeast side of
the downtown corridor,
near the rerouted Elm
Grove Road, to the north
side of Watertown Plank
Road.

Multi-use housing is list-
ed as something to be con-
sidered along the north
side of the downtown cor-
ridors and within the

boundary of the current
School Sisters of Notre
Dame property, the village
is aiming to have upscale
town homes, single-family
residential homes and
multi-family homes.

The School Sisters of
Notre Dame are in the pro-
cess of evaluating the
organization in what they
called a multiyear “inte-
grated implementation
process,” according to a
press release.

Infrastructure
According to the draft

master plan, the village
currently lacks the needed

infrastructure to develop
the downtown corridor.
Improvements in the areas
of municipal water, sani-
tary sewer, parking/walka-
bility and transportation
infrastructure will be
needed to support new pro-
jects.

Moving forward, the vil-
lage’s Building Board will
use the finalized master
plan to guide opinions,
approval and permitting
for development activities
downtown.

Community members
will soon have their chance
to provide any additional
feedback.

Every Saturday, Now thru 
October 26th, 8 a.m. until noon,
along the Fox River.
Shop more than 150 Vendors for 
organic produce, artisan breads, flowers,
honey, salsa, handmade goods and more.

26
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www.facebook.com/LiveLoveWaukesha

Soon it will be Christmas in
Downtown Waukesha.
Check for full Holiday event
schedule online soon 
and on Facebook.

Downtown Trick-Or-Treat.
Family event & kids of all ages.
Saturday, October 26th. 1-3p.m.

Wine and Beer Walk October 12th

FARMERS’ MARKET
www.farmersmarketwaukesha.com

SCARECROW 
FESTIVAL

ART CRAWL
www.waukeshaart.com

WAUK-TOBER

TRICK OR TREAT

SILVER BELLS
www.waukeshasilverbells.com

Saturday, October 5th & 
December 1st, 4-10 p.m.
20 Galleries~170 Artists~
Live Music~Great Food!

Enjoy the creative scarecrows
throughout downtown created by 
local businesses Oct 2nd-Nov 1st!

Residential facility proposed 
for North Avenue

By Ashley Haynes
ahaynes@conleynet.com

262-513-2681

BROOKFIELD — Two
organizations are teaming
up in the hope that they can
bring a residential care
facility for adults with intel-
lectual disabilities to Brook-
field and help address a
growing need in that area.

Kelly Homes, LLC has sub-
mitted an application for a
conditional use permit to
the city for Grace Landing of
Brookfield. The facility
would include three eight-
bedroom homes for adults
with intellectual disabilities
at 16760 W. North Ave.

“If approved, Grace Land-
ing will be a tremendous
asset to the community by

providing housing for an
underserved population
aligned with Brookfield’s
2035 Comprehensive Plan,”
reads the application. “Not
only will it allow more fami-
lies to remain in Brookfield,
but it may attract others to
the community, fulfilling a
goal that ‘the city will active-
ly promote Brookfield as a
family-friendly communi-
ty.’”

The application states the
need for housing for those
with intellectual disabilities
is so great that 30 families
have already registered an
adult child to live at Grace
Landing.

Each family has also made
a financial pledge toward
the capital costs of the pro-
ject and to date, nearly $2
million in pledges have been
made, according to the appli-
cation to the city.

Each home at Grace Land-
ing would be in a ranch-style
design and offer “first class
amenities.” Passenger vans
would also be on site to

transport residents. Each
home would have a deep
porch that would then open
onto a community green
space.

The community green
space would help foster
interactions between the
residents and visiting fami-
lies.

According to the applica-
tion submitted by Kelly
Homes, LLC, for a condition-
al use permit, the group has
partnered with St. Coletta of
Wisconsin — a nonprofit
that has served those with
intellectual disabilities in
residential settings — and
plans to donate the property
to St. Coletta if city approval
is granted.

St. Coletta would then
serve as both the owner and
manager of Grace Landing.

St. Coletta opened the first
group home for individuals
with intellectual disabilities
in Wisconsin in 1943 and
currently owns and operates
16 establishments in the
state.

Families pledge
$2M toward

costs of project

Submitted rendering

Grace Landing of Brookfield, a proposed three-home, eight-bedroom community for adults with
intellectual disabilities, could be coming to 16760 W. North Ave.
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Every Saturday morning
through October 26th

OUR 29TH SEASON!

2000 N. Calhoun Road • 7:30am-Noon • 262-784-7804
info@brookfieldfarmersmarket.com • www.brookfieldfarmersmarket.com

261921008

Enjoy the Fall Harvest
Apples, Cider, Squash, Pumpkins, Mums,

Bakery, Cheese, Beef, Pork, Chicken, Eggs,
Mushrooms & In Season Vegetables

• Final Arts & Crafts of the
Season October 19

• Free Frequent Shopper
Rewards Program

• Gift Tokens & Market
Totes for sale

• WIC Approved

• SNAP/Foodshare EBT

• Credit & Debit Welcome!

262-278-4313
300 Travis Lane, Unit 19, 

Waukesha, WI 53189

Mon. - Fri. 12pm-8pm 
Sat./Sun. 10am-6pm

Wisconsin’s LARGEST Airsoft Superstore 
Offering over 300 Airsoft Replicas

www.TheAirsoftHeadquarters.com
265179007

To subscribe, call 262-542-2500 or go online at: gmtoday.com/subscribe 

The FREEMAN
A Trusted Tradition since 1859

A Trusted Tradition 
since 1859

Ever wonder why your local newspaper is called 

“The Freeman?” We get that question a lot. 

And we are proud of the answer.

Martin Cullaton founded The Freeman with the

support of abolitionists on March 29, 1859. 

Waukesha was an important stop on the 

underground railroad, which guided 

runaway slaves to freedom in Canada. 

The Freeman was founded 160 years ago 

to provide a voice for the anti-slavery movement.

The Freeman’s fighting spirit has continued during

its 160 years. The Freeman was a strong advocate 

for women’s right to vote. And the paper set a 

state precedent by winning a lawsuit that defined

open records law in Wisconsin.  

The Freeman continues to build on its legacy

today as the community watchdog 

and your local news source.  

Submitted photo

Homecoming high fives
Brookfield Academy football players greet arriving Primary School students with a high-five line
during Homecoming week festivities.

Schools battle against 
student vaping

By Ashley Haynes
ahaynes@conleynet.com

262-513-2681

WAUKESHA — Local
school districts are doing
more than educating stu-
dents in the traditional
areas of study.

As the number of stu-
dents vaping has climbed
to epidemic numbers,
according to the Food and
Drug Administration, sev-
eral Waukesha County
school districts are bat-
tling both misinformation
and a lack of information
regarding the modern
trend.

The Elmbrook School
District has decided to uti-
lize the public service
announcement method.

“Last year, we saw a pret-
ty sharp rise in the number
of students who we were
getting social media posts
(from) of vaping happen-
ing or vaping that was hap-
pening on school property
or kids who were in posses-
sion of the vaping materi-
als,” said Director of Stu-
dent Services Tanya
Fredrich. “As we talked
with parents, they were
really clear that they didn’t
know what to be looking
for. It was kind of a foreign
language for families.”

Last month, Elmbrook
released the first in a
series of three vaping
PSAs aimed at educating
students and families on
not only what vaping is and
its potential dangers, but
what signs to look for.

Fredrich explained the
district had tried emailing
information out, but was
searching for a better way
to reach families.

“There were kids that
were telling their parents
it was just flavored water
and we were seeing a lack
of information or misin-
formation,” Fredrich said.

She said vaping is the
opposite of everything stu-
dents have grown up hear-
ing about tobacco — vaping
cartridges often smell good

and taste sweet and come
in a variety of youthful fla-
vors.

Fredrich added that most
families associate vaping
with only nicotine and are
just now learning about
THC cartridges that can be
purchased.

The first PSA, “What is
Vaping?,” is available now
online at
elmbrookschools.org/vap-
ing with additional seg-
ments coming in October
and November.

“Many parents said it
gave them the opportunity
to watch it with their kids
and have a conversation,
which is always what we’re
looking for,” Fredrich said. 

Be The Majority
In the School District of

Waukesha, a group of com-
munity organizations are
trying to educate families
where they’ll already be
gathered.

Recently, during the
Waukesha West versus
Waukesha North football
game, a resource fair on
vaping prevention was
open to families.

Drug Free Communities
of Waukesha County, Ele-
vate Community Resource
Center, Peers 4 Peers, and
the School District of
Waukesha all partnered to
provide information.

“Because there’s so many
different kinds and manu-
facturers, nobody really
knows what they’re
putting into their bodies
and that’s the biggest hur-
dle or obstacle in education
is that there’s not enough
resources for educators to
be able to say ‘this is what
it is’ or ‘this is what it does
to you,’” said Jody
Ebbinger-Bentley, school
social worker at Waukesha
East Alternative High
School.

In addition to the
resource fair, there will
also be free giveaways
throughout the evening,
posters, wristbands and
rally towels.

The theme of the evening
is #BeTheMajority to high-
light the majority of stu-
dents who aren’t vaping,
explained Ebbinger-Bent-
ley.

She added that there has
already been some skepti-
cism toward the trend from
students who know some-
one who has gotten sick
from vaping or who have
read the recent health
reports.

“I think the word is start-
ing to get out more,”
Ebbinger-Bentley said. 

The district is also work-
ing on scheduling some
parent information nights
later in the year at the mid-
dle and high schools.

Vaping curriculum
The Oconomowoc Area

School District is expand-
ing its health curriculum
to include a program called
Vape Educate.

Students go online to
learn about what vaping is,
the related health and
addiction risks, and how
marketing has reportedly
targeted today’s youth. The
curriculum consists of five
chapters that includes tests
after students finish each
one. The tests measure stu-
dent understanding of the
concepts taught. 

The program also moni-
tors any changes in stu-
dent knowledge around the
risks associated with using
vaping and nicotine prod-
ucts. 

Vape Educate is funded
via an Alcohol and Other
Drug Abuse (AODA) that
was awarded to OASD.

The district also teams
up with Your Choice Pre-
vention Education to edu-
cate students on current
drug trends and vaping.

Two upcoming vaping
forums are scheduled on
Oct. 8 and Oct. 10. 

For more information,
visit the “Your Choice-Live
Alcohol and Drug Aware-
ness Program” Facebook
page and search under
“Events.”

Local school districts combating epidemic
by providing information to parents

Mary Catanese/Special to Conley Media

Tails wagging at Wagfest in Brookfield
BROOKFIELD — One-year-old Tootsie, left, Floyd Brown and Lulu, 10, watch dogs run the lure
course at the Elmbrook Humane Society’s Wagfest on Sept. 7.

St. Joseph’s Medical Clinic 
Haunted Carnival set for Oct. 26

WAUKESHA – St. Joseph’s
Medical Clinic will hold
haunted carnival on Oct. 26.

The fundraising event will
include carnival games, a
silent auction and a live auc-
tion. There will also be a
Halloween costume contest.

Tickets will be $125 per
person or $1,000 for a table
for 10. 

St. Joseph’s Medical Clinic
has been offering free medi-
cal care to residents of
Waukesha County for 42
years. The location is mov-

ing and changing names to
Waukesha Free Clinic at
Carroll University.

The event will be held at
the Marriott West hotel in
Pewaukee. To register go
to hauntedcarnival.give
smart.com.
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18900 W Bluemound Rd, Ste 218

Brookfield, WI
(Located upstairs in the 
Galleria West Shopping Center)

262-754-2727 • BrightSmiles.net

Providing Gentle Dentistry
for your Entire Family!

We’ve Put The Team Back Together
Rita has recently been
reunited with Dr. May

as her assistant. 
After working together

for 11 years, they are
excited to welcome any

previous patients to
their new office! 

No Insurance? No Worries!

Annual Discount Dental Plan
Includes: Two Cleanings,Two Exams, X-Ray and More!

In addition you will receive a 20% savings on

ANY Dental Treatment for the entire year.

Children: $259/year
(under 16 years old. Value of $541!)

Adults: $299/year
(Value of $679!)

26
58

91
00

3

Now Accepting New Patients!

Bliffert Lumber & Hardware

548 W. Sunset Drive, Waukesha, WI

262-542-6666 | www.bliffertlumber.com

Unlimited possibilities.

Custom colors. Unique Shapes. Dynamic sizes. E-series windows and doors 

give you virtually unlimited ways to express your own style. Unleash your 

imagination and set your home apart. Only from Andersen.

THE LASH LOUNGE BROOKFIELD – THE CORNERS
320 N. LORD ST., BROOKFIELD, WI 53045 – (414) 436-2875

www.thelashlounge.com/wi-brookfield-corners/
265235001

Judging antiques at a county fair
Last month I judged the

antiques competition at
the Walworth County Fair
in Elkhorn. It was a two-
day event with over —
believe it or not — 1,100
items and an extremely
attentive crowd. The judg-
ing criteria included
authenticity, condition,
rarity, historical signifi-
cance, comparison to a
standard and scope of
local, regional, national
and/or global interest.
County fair judges never
assign a value.

A small army of dedicat-
ed fair volunteers cata-
loged and numbered each
item; no personal informa-
tion was revealed. The
team expedited a proven
check-in method and syn-
chronized the process like
a Henry Ford assembly
line.

Today’s column exhibits
a small sample of division
ribbon winners. It was a
wonderful privilege to be
immersed in rural history
and to taste heavenly
homemade lemon pie!

George Washington is
always the winner

Silk souvenir bookmarks
were products during the
centennial celebration of
America’s Independence.
Woven on Jacquard looms
at the Philadelphia Cen-
tennial Exhibition in 1876.

Sentimental keepsakes
have been discovered fold-
ed away in sewing tables,
baskets and drawers of
great-grandmothers’ iron
seamstress (treadle sewing
machine). A family mem-
ber discovered this memo-
rial ribbon in such a place
and had it framed. Some
antiques give up their
secrets more readily than
others. Visual clues on silk
are naturally occurring
split edges, shredding and
uneven color fading. The
interest in patriotic items
continues to this day.

A pecking order
Roosters became a sym-

bol of service way before
the 20th century. High-

pitched, harsh crowing at
the break of dawn was
more reliable than clocks.
Tin silhouettes tacked over
the henhouse door were
viewed as architectural
novelties in rural commu-
nities. Many of these tin
signs were made by a trav-
eling tinsmith (tinnier) at
a cost of 15 cents and sup-
per. The yellow reflective
paint on the arched feath-
ers — a penny more. Most
simple-cut rooster signs
were eaten by rust then
discarded, but today are
favored by folk art collec-
tors. Following the judging
competition, the owners of
this strutting rooster
introduced themselves and
gave permission to be fea-
tured. Steve and Darlene
Pinnow are now fourth-
generation farmers at Wis-
consin Lamb Farms. As a
small boy when visiting
his grandparents’ farm,
Steve pelted the 15-inch-by-
15-inch sign with stones.

Stitching horse
In farm and city commu-

nities, highly skilled men
would be sought out for the
making and repair of
leather goods, including
harness and saddles.
Workers would set facing
the upright clamp-jaws
that was controlled by a
foot petal. Assorted vise
sizes were used for preci-
sion stretching and stitch-
ing. The proud owner of
this antique entry
attached the below family
history to the bench. Good
idea — write down your
family history!

“Great, great grandpa
immigrated from Prussia
in the 1830’s. He settled in
Waterford, Wisconsin
working as a harness
maker for 50 years. I sal-
vaged this from the old

granary on the home-
stead.” 

Submit an item 
for consideration

Do you have an item or
collection of items that
could be shared in a future
newspaper column? Let

Barbara Eash hear about it!
To have your item or col-

lection considered send the
following information: up to
three, sharp, well-lit photos
of front & back of the
item(s), measurements as
well as any history or
hearsay, length of owner-
ship and your full name,

address and daytime phone
number. Mail: Waukesha
Antique Shop, ATTN Bar-
bara Eash, 1427 E. Racine,
Ave. Unit E-2, Waukesha,
WI 53186 or email: beap-
praisals@gmail. com. If your
item(s) are           consid-
ered for a future column, we
will contact you. No photos

can be returned and no pur-
chase of items will occur.

(Barbara Eash is a mem-
ber of the Certified Apprai-
sers Guild of America, spe-
cializing in appraisals of
antiques and collectibles
and has extensive experi-
ence writing and speaking
about antiques.)

BARBARA
EASH

Antiques Appraised
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BEST DRESSED
SECRET

Ruby Isle Shopping Center
2205 N. Calhoun Rd., Brookfield
262-789-9359
EliteRepeatClothing.com

263115012

Bring in this ad and receive

10% OFF
YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE

Consignment Hours: Mon. 10am-6pm;
Wed. thru Sat. 10am-2pm

Store Hours: Mon. thru Fri. 10am-7pm;
Sat. 10am-5pm

Expires 10-31-19

New and like-new
designer fashions, handbags, shoes & accessories 

from Chanel to Chico’s.

For women & now men!

Your Community,
Your News

We Have Brookfi eld Covered!

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _____________________________________________________________________________

Phone (        ) ______________________ E-mail__________________________________________________

Check Enclosed              Bill my: 

Credit Cared Number _______________________________________________________________________

Exp. Date _____________Signature ___________________________________________________________
SC: HouseAd RC: 6x6

*New subscribers only. Those who have  not subscribed in 
60 days. Payment must accompany order to qualify for offer. (262) 542-2500

Please mail payment and form to:
The Freeman, PO Box 7

Waukesha, WI 53187

Or click on the FREEMAN link at
www.gmtoday.com/wfpromo

Thank you for subscribing. Delivery will begin soon.

Send me 12 weeks of 
home delivery for $30.00 – 
my payment is enclosed.
Delivered 5 days a week
Tuesday-Saturday.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
12 WEEKS FOR

$30.00

The Freeman also covers 
the teams at Brookfi eld’s 
Central, East and Academy 
high schools.

Your subscription includes:
Free E-Edition Access and
Weekly Coupon Savings!

Waukesha County addresses only. Offer expires 12/31/2019.

Photo courtesy of Greater Brookfield Chamber of Commerce

Orange Theory joins Brookfield chamber
BROOKFIELD — The Greater Brookfield Chamber of Commerce recently held a ribbon-cutting
ceremony to welcome Orange Theory to its new location at Brookfield Square.
Orange Theory offers a science-backed, technology-tracked, coach-inspired group workout with
personalized results.
Pictured from left to right are: front row, Stephanie Fong/Primerica and Brookfield chamber
engagement partner; Jackson Buboltz/Elevated Insurance; Angela Genzel, Jana Zeman,
Angela Krueger, and Jenna Schoemann, all of Orange Theory; Carol White/president Brook-
field chamber; and Lori Choinski/Gerald Nell and Brookfield chamber board member.

The LAK Group names Milsted
and Grubich as presidents

BROOKFIELD — The
LAK Group (formerly
Lawrence, Allen and
Kolbe), a leading manage-
ment consulting firm,
announced that Mike Mil-
sted and Michael Grubich
have been named presi-
dents and partners, and
have assumed ownership
of the organization. 

According to the
announcement, Milsted
has a strong desire to help
people find meaningful
involvement in what they
do, because aligning peo-
ple and business is his
passion. He works as a
business adviser and cre-
ates solutions to align
clients’ talent and busi-
ness strategies. 

Milsted holds a Bachelor
of Science degree from
the University of Wiscon-
sin-Milwaukee. 

He began his career
working as a social worker
at a women’s shelter, is

currently an adult leader
and committee member
with the Boy Scouts of
America and volunteers
with the National Kidney
Foundation and has devel-

oped a pro-
f e s s i o n a l
career dedi-
cated to
helping peo-
ple to reach
their poten-
tial. 

Outside of
work, Milst-

ed enjoys spending time
with his family.

Grubich brings more
than 25 years of global
leadership experience
that enhances the perfor-
mance of the organiza-
tions, individuals, teams
and leaders he serves to
his new role, according to
the announcement. 

He provides consulta-
tion and coaching to
senior leaders in order to

help them move their
businesses forward
through an integrated
approach of aligning tal-
ent, culture and business
objectives.

G r u b i c h
holds a
Bachelor of
S c i e n c e
degree from
N o r t h e r n
Illinois Uni-
versity and
earned his
Master of

Business Administration
from Lake Forest Gradu-
ate School of Business. 

Outside of work, he
serves as secretary for the
board of directors for Spe-
cial Olympics in Wiscon-
sin and is the board chair
for Catholic Memorial
High School in Waukesha.
He is also an adjunct fac-
ulty member at Marquette
University’s College of
Business Administration.

raSmith adds staff to 
Construction Services Division 
BROOKFIELD — Seth

Keller and Liam Cimaglia
have joined raSmith as civil
engineers, and Hannah
Muckerheide and Matt
Henry have joined raSmith
as construction representa-
tives. The new staff mem-
bers will each support the
construction services divi-
sion and provide services to
the firm’s municipal
clients. 

Keller has
three years of
e x p e r i e n c e
p r o v i d i n g
construction
documenta-
tion, inspec-
tion and site
survey in
r o a d w a y

reconstruction projects.
His additional responsibili-
ties have included drainage
system installation, grad-
ing and project coordina-
tion. Keller holds a bache-
lor’s degree in civil engi-
neering from the Universi-

ty of Toledo.
Cimaglia recently earned

his bache-
lor’s degree
in civil engi-
neering from
M a r q u e t t e
U n ive r s i t y.
He has
gained pro-
ject experi-
ence in traf-
fic analysis,

data collection and inter-
section design for local
municipalities such as
West Allis. Cimaglia’s expe-

rience also
i n c l u d e s
design ser-
vices for the
reconstruc-
tion of Drex-
el Avenue in
Oak Creek.

M u c k e r -
heide has
four years of

construction services expe-
rience in roadway and
paving projects. She has

additional experience lead-
ing crews in the successful
completion of projects for
both public and private
sector organizations in

Wi s c o n s i n .
Muckerheide
studied at
UW-Milwau-
kee at
Waukesha.  

Henry has
over four
years of
experience in

construction observation
and materials testing for
the Wisconsin Department
of Transportation as well
as municipal, corporate
and residential projects.
His services in the field
include the removal and
replacement of existing
soil subgrades, curb and
gutter, storm and sanitary
sewer, and as-built redlin-
ing. Henry holds a bache-
lor’s degree in civil engi-
neering from the Universi-
ty of South Carolina. 

Keller

Cimaglia

Muckerheide

Henry

GrubichMilsted

County releases long-range
$103M capital projects plan
Plan calls for new trail, courthouse upgrades,

and Moorland Road improvements
By Darryl Enriquez
Special to Conley Media
denriquez@wi.rr.com

WAUKESHA — Court-
house security, road
improvements and a trail
linking Pewaukee and
Brookfield to downtown Mil-
waukee are included in a
five-year capital projects
plan released last month by
Waukesha County Executive
Paul Farrow to improve
quality of life here and “set
the county up for success,”
he wrote.

The projects plan “invests
responsibly in infrastruc-
ture vital to public safety
and economic development
while leveraging partner-
ships and alternative fund-
ing sources to improve quali-
ty of life and maintain exist-
ing services at a low cost to
taxpayers,” Farrow wrote in
a cover letter to the Wauke-
sha County Board of Super-
visors.

The plan’s gross expendi-
tures over five years are
about $103 million. With
expected revenues of $20.3
million figured in, the net
expenditure figure drops to
$83.3 million, according to
the capital budget summary.

Capital projects are mostly
paid through borrowing and
contributions from federal,
state and local governments.

At the top of the list are
courthouse projects to
improve security and
address aging and out-of-
date systems.

“Upgraded systems and
streamlined operations are
expected to offset some of
the costs of the project in the
long term,” Farrow wrote.

Construction of a court
tower has begun. The old
intake court was demolished
to make way for a new jail
holding facility, and the old
jail space will be demolished
later in 2019 to make way for
the new 62,000-square-foot,
four-story, eight-courtroom
building,” he wrote. Con-
struction is expected to be
complete in 2021.

The new secure courtroom
will be adjacent to the jail to

improve security, prisoner
transport and public access.
Project cost is set at $38.5
million, according to the
budget summary.

Renovation of the 1959
courthouse is expected to
enhance business operations
through efficient office lay-
outs and improved public
accesses, he wrote. Construc-
tion will take place from 2022
to 2026. Project cost is set at
$58.6 million, according to
the budget summary.

Transportation
The plan includes five pro-

jects to improve one of the
busiest roads in the county,
Moorland Road, a thorough-
fare between Interstate 43
and Bluemound Road, which
serves shopping centers,
such as Brookfield Square
mall, Farrow wrote.

Planned improvements
include replacing existing
pavement, reconfiguring
intersections to improve
safety, replacing older traffic
signals and adding side-
walks and stormwater
improvements. Federal funds
will offset most design and
construction costs, accord-
ing to the budget summary.

The intersection at Moor-
land and Beloit roads in New
Berlin will be reconstructed
to meet traffic volume
demands. Construction is
planned for 2020. Projected
cost is almost $3.6 million.
About $2.2 million if federal
dollars will offset the cost,
according to the budget sum-
mary.

Moorland Road improve-
ments between Interstate 94
and Bluemound Road in
Brookfield are planned for
2022. Project cost is $8 mil-
lion, and about $6.4 million
in federal money will offset
the cost, according to the
budget summary.

Another major plan is
widening from two to four
lanes the three-mile stretch
of North Avenue between
124th Street and Calhoun
Road. Construction begins
in 2020. Project cost is $27.5
million. Federal funding and
local contributions will pick

up $16.5 million of the cost.

Parks
The project plan contains a

Pewaukee to Brookfield
Trail, “which would create
local economic benefits by
connecting residents in sev-
eral densely populated areas
with business and employ-
ment centers,” Farrow
wrote. 

It’s a 3.5-mile trail from a
proposed trail access on
North Avenue, south of
Watertown Road, in the City
of Pewaukee to a proposed
trailhead near River and
Brookfield roads in Brook-
field. Construction is
planned for 2021. Much of
the cost will be paid through
federal funding and contri-
butions from Brookfield.

“The trail connects to 26
miles of established on- and
off-road trails in the City of
Brookfield, as well as con-
necting with trails and park-
ways throughout Milwaukee
County, including the State
of Wisconsin Hank Aaron
Trail and Milwaukee County
Oak Leaf Trail,” Farrow
wrote.

Project costs are set at $2.5
million. Federal and state
dollars will pick up $2 mil-
lion of the cost. Brookfield
will contribute $254,000,
according to the budget sum-
mary.

Plans call for the new trail
to ultimately connect with
Frame Park in Waukesha.

A Menomonee Park Dog
Exercise Area in partner-
ships with the villages of
Sussex and Menomonee
Falls is planned to serve
northeast Waukesha County,

“The plan is anticipated to
generate new park revenues
through increased rentals
and park sticker sales,” Far-
row wrote. The project will
be completed in 2020.

Project costs are set at
$500,000. Menomonee Falls
and Sussex are each expect-
ed to contribute $125,000
toward the cost and reserve
fund for park improvements
will pay for the rest of the
costs, according to the bud-
get summary.



In my 49 years of doing this
job, I’ve covered a lot of out-
standing events. I’ve seen a
pinch-hit, walk-off grand
slam home run in a WIAA sec-
tional; game-winning half-
court shots and a last-second
field goal to win a football
state championship.

And there have been more
of the same kind of highlights
over the years for every school
that I’ve covered.

But Sept. 19, the bar was set
once again very high. Was it
the best thing I’ve ever seen?
Maybe, but I’m not sure. But
the excitement that the girls
golf teams from No. 2 -ranked
Brookfield Central and No. 3-
ranked Kettle Moraine put on
during their pressure-packed
three-hole playoff was some
of the best high school drama
I’ve seen in a quite a while.
And with out a doubt it was
girls high school sports  at its
very best.

Taking part in the always
popular Waukesha County
Girls Golf Championships at
Wanaki Golf Course, the two
state powerhouses battled
through 18 holes of regulation
play tied at 311, dominating
the rest of the competition.
And even after the first
tiebreaker, the score of the

highest-scoring player on
each team, they were still
deadlocked.

And that’s when things got
interesting, as all five players
from both teams headed for
the 10th tee with a large crowd
of other players, coaches, fans
and parents looking on,
adding a little more pressure
to the already anxious sud-
den-death playoff scene.

Playing the par-4, 307-yard
10th hole, both teams were
solid as the two tied with a
four-player total of 1-over-par
17. That forced a second play-
off hole at the par-4, 284-yard
11th hole. Once again, the
same result, another tie as
each team recorded four pars.
While Central appeared to
rate the edge when everyone
was on the green, KM got
back into picture when
Isabelle Gaudion drained a
downhill 20-foot putt to send
the playoff to a third hole.

After a brief meeting of the
coaches and players at the
par-3, 146-yard 12th hole and
severe darkness setting in, it
was decided that this was
going to be the final hole.
Another tie would mean the
two teams would be crowned
co-champions.

Five of the 10 players found
the sloping green with their
tee shots. Four others were
next to the green, either in the

sand traps or in the first cut of
rough next to the green. One
player, Kyler Whipper of BC,
was in trouble, in the trees
plenty short and right of the
green.

Well, as things played out,
Central won the hole and the
playoff, winning by a score of
13-14. Sami Krutz, the medal-
ist for the day with a round of
2-over-par 73, parred the hole
for Central, as did teammates
Erin Rosencrantz and CJ
Romero. But KM did not go
down without a fight, getting
pars from Julia Schilling and
Jenna Anderson. 

But while the par-shooters
came up big for the Lancers, it
was the play of Whipper that
probably won it for BC. In
trouble in the trees, Whipper
chipped her ball low between
a group of trees and branches
and the ball scooted across the
green to the back fringe. From
there she got down in two
shots, giving her a four, good
enough for the bogey and giv-
ing her team the one-shot vic-
tory.

As darkness set quickly as
everyone was returning to the
clubhouse for the awards cer-
emony, a special day had just
been completed. Seven hours
of golf, finishing with an epic
team playoff, believed to be
the longest in Waukesha
County history and one of the
longest and most competitive
ever in the state.

The record says Central
won the county champi-
onship for the second straight
year. Besides Krutz, Rosen-
crantz and Romero, the title
was shared by Sarah Balding

and Whipper. Romero was
outstanding in the playoff,
recording three pars.

Kettle Moraine also per-
formed well under the pres-
sure-packed conditions. They
got three pars from Schilling
and solid play from Anderson,
Madeline Fiebig, Regan Stuke
and Gaudion. The Lasers
might have lost but did them-
selves proud as well.

Here’s what I liked. Despite
all of the pressure and the big
crowd watching, all 10 of the
girls played well, never crack-
ing. There were only a few
missed shots and each time
those players rallied back to
make par or bogey. The golf
and the sportsmanship was
brilliant. It was an outstand-
ing scene.

While the scorecard showed
Central winning the champi-
onship, there were no losers
that day. The way those 10
girls played, there was only
winners.
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CHUCK
DELSMAN

Kitchens  |   Baths  |   Dens  |   Cabins  |   Off ices  |   Rec Rooms

Work With Experienced
Design Professionals

“We Specialize in Cabinetry”

1005 Richards Road, Hartland | 262.367.9439

www.kitchencreators.com

Cabinetry
For Every

Room,
Every

Budget!

265765006

We Beat All Big Box Stores and all Competitors  |  Visit Our Showroom By Appointment 

NEW
SHOWROOM
DISPLAYS!

WE SPECIALIZE
IN NORCRAFT’S
MID CONTINENT

CABINETRY

jack-O-lantern
pizza

LIGHT UP YOUR NIGHT

SPOOKY GOOD
Cheese Pizza with a Jack-O-Lantern face 

made of premium Pepperoni. Expires 10/31/19

2205 N. Calhoun Rd., Brookfield
Located in Ruby Isle Shopping Center

262-789-7272
PapaMurphys.com

$10
LARGE

26
55

76
00
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Lasers barely
beat Lancers
on third extra

hole

Brookfield Central-Kettle Moraine playoff was a beauty

By Mark Hutchinson
mhutchinson@conleynet.com

262-513-2693

WAUKESHA – Greg Wagn-
er and Dennis Graser were
prominent diggers in a
ground-breaking event 40
years ago.

That historic feat was just
commemorated on a world-
wide forum.

The two Waukesha County
men occupied the top two
spots in the batting order of
the Milwaukee Schlitz profes-
sional softball team, which
hosted the Kentucky Bour-
bons in the very first live
sporting event telecast by the
fledgling Entertainment and
Sports Programming Net-
work, aka ESPN, on Sept. 7,
1979.

The premiere wasn’t a
smash hit for the Milwaukee
team, which dropped the
opening game of the Ameri-
can Professional Slow-Pitch
League’s World Series 15-5
before a partisan audience at
Lannon’s Joecks Field.

But Schlitz discovered its
gusto to win the second game
of the evening doubleheader
12-2, then split another twin
bill the next night to even the
best-of-nine series at 2-2 and
send it to Kentucky the follow-
ing weekend.

Louisville became the most
hostile environment Milwau-
kee’s pro softballers experi-
enced during the sport’s six-
year run. But they brought
their brooms with them on
this road trip and swept two
doubleheaders in unfriendly
confines to capture their first
of three World Series champi-
onships.

After Milwaukee won the
1982 United Professional
Slow-pitch League World
Series, pro softball became a
thing of the past, referenced
only occasionally by ESPN
anchors for its place in the
network’s programming his-
tory.

Recently, though, another
ESPN trailer traveled to Lan-
non, where members of the
Schlitz team, its ownership
and administration gathered
to reminisce and film a retro-
spective. The E:60 segment
debuted on the network Sept.
10, featuring the stories told
from both the Wisconsin and
Kentucky perspectives.

There was no way any of
the combatants in that 1979
APSPL World Series could
have fathomed what a mas-

sive network ESPN would
become ... or that they would
be recognized 40 years later
for launching it.

“I remember seeing that
ESPN trailer parked behind
the bleachers at Lannon and
thinking, ‘What the heck is
that?’" Wagner said. "Whenev-
er the anniversary of our
game came up — 10 years, 20
years — ESPN always men-
tioned it. They never had any
footage or did anything more
until now.”

That is because only a few
people knew what became of
the game footage until just
recently. John Korinek, who
founded and owned the Mil-
waukee franchise, had it.

“What happened right after
the World Series ended is
John approached ESPN and
said, ‘I’d like to buy all of the
film,’” Graser said. “ESPN,
being the fledgling company
that it was at the time —
nobody knew what it was
going to grow into — said,
‘OK.’

“So John bought the tapes
for $750 right after the World
Series ended. He had them
under wraps, and nobody
knew that.”

There was justice in the fact
that the historic tapes wound
up in Korinek’s possession,
because he was the visionary
who elevated Milwaukee's
rich softball tradition from
amateur to professional sta-
tus.

Korinek played on and man-
aged the Cooper Hearth team
in Milwaukee’s Big Eight
Classic League, which
became renowned as one of
the premier amateur softball
hotbeds in the country.
Korinek built the foundation
of Milwaukee’s flagship pro
softball team with Big Eight
players, and it was known as
Copper Hearth for one season
before the Schlitz Brewing
Company took over sponsor-
ship.

Big Eight products such as
Phil Higgins, Paul Wenzel,
Derek Gallagher and Kenny
Parker and others gave Mil-
waukee instant credibility in
the new pro league because of
the success they enjoyed on
the national amateur circuit. 

But Milwaukee didn’t
become a championship-cal-
iber pro team until the league
transitioned from being a
home-run derby contested on
300-foot fences into more spa-
cious ballparks with 70-foot
basepaths where directional

hitting, speed and defense
became paramount. 

By the time Schlitz relocat-
ed from Milwaukee’s Wilson
Stadium to Lannon Field in
1979, the makeup of the
team’s nucleus had changed
to include two interlopers
from Waukesha County.

In 1972, Wagner and Graser
graduated from high school —
Wagner from Waukesha and
Graser from New Berlin —
with aspirations of playing
professional baseball. Their
pursuits of those aspirations
took them to the University of
Wisconsin-Eau Claire and
UW-Stout, respectively, and
both excelled during the sum-
mer months on the local ama-
teur circuit.

Both players had reached
crossroads in their careers,
and they elected to follow the
same avenue.

“I was released in the mid-
dle of August and went back
to school," Graser said. “My
freshman coach at Stout had a
sister who was John
Korinek’s secretary. They
were just getting this pro soft-
ball league organized and
were going to have tryouts.

“He said, ‘Dennis, why don’t
you go and try out?’

“I said, ‘Why would I? I
don’t play softball.’ I think I
had played in four or five beer
games in college, but that was
it.”

Wagner began playing com-
petitive softball before his

baseball career reached the
finish line. A Waukesha resi-
dent for 59 years of his life, he
was aware of the slow-pitch
game’s rich tradition at
Saratoga Complex, and he
experienced it while still in
his teens.

“I started playing at Sarato-
ga right out of high school,”
Wagner said. “We were
Dean’s Barbers in our first
year, then Pete’s Place in our
second. Our Pete’s Place team
played in what they called the
major league on Mondays and
Thursdays.

“Then we were sponsored
by Billy D’s and won the city
title in 1976. We had a good
young team.”

Wagner didn’t delve fully
into softball until later.

“When I started playing, I
did not want to take any bat-
ting practice,” he said. “Base-
ball was still my focus since I
was playing for Waukesha in
the Land O’ Lakes League. I
did not want to ruin my base-
ball swing.

“I had a mechanism to wait
long enough for the pitch. A
lot of hardball players can’t
make that adjustment. It
seems like it would be a logi-
cal transition, but it’s not.”

Wagner mastered the tran-
sition and soon followed in
Graser’s footsteps to a Schlitz
tryout.

“I went to a tryout they had
in ’78,” Wagner said. “They
had a lot of guys there hitting

and fielding. They kept two
or three of us and had us
play with Copper Hearth’s
Wednesday night team to
start the 1978 season in what
used to be known as the Big
Eight. 

“I started out playing there.
In the middle of June, they
brought me up to play for
Schlitz.”

“Going to Lannon to play
was huge for our team,” Wag-
ner said. “We had some guys
with power, but we had speed
and great defense. Our infield
was superb. We turned a lot of
double plays and took teams
out of a lot of innings.”

“They moved the bases
from 60 to 70 feet, which made
defense more important. The
left-field fence at Lannon
Field was 328 feet, and it went
out from there. It had to be 360
in center — a good poke.

“Once we moved out of the
smaller parks — the other
cities did the same type of
thing — that was a big key for
us. We had every facet of the
game covered. We had guys
with power and we could also
hit line drives and hit the ball
into gaps as well as over the
fence.”

Milwaukee won the
APSPL’s Mid Western Divi-
sion by a half-game over
Detroit, then swept past Cleve-
land and Detroit in the play-
offs to earn its first World
Series berth. Kentucky lost
only one game on its side of
the bracket, setting up a
championship showdown
between rivals.

“The rivalry was built up
from years of amateur ball,”
Graser said. “A lot of the Ken-
tucky players played for a
team called Jiffy Club, so they
knew all of our guys who had
played for Copper Hearth.
There was a lot of competi-
tiveness there.

“You didn’t have to get your-
self worked up to play in those
games. You were always
worked up and excited to get
out there and beat them, and
they felt the same way about
playing us. That rivalry was
strong."

As intense as the teams’
rivalry was, they didn’t sim-
ply collide and slug it out.

“We were hoping to win
three out of four here,
because it was hard to go
down to Kentucky and win,”
Wagner said. “When we
reached that level, we talked
about what we wanted to do
strategy-wise against every
player. It was almost like the
shifting they’re doing now in
baseball.

“We strategized how to play
different guys.”

Schlitz had to change its
plan after losing Game 1 of
the Series.

“In the first game, Ken-
tucky just wore out the middle
against Rick,” Graser said.
“They had base hit after base
hit after base hit. Between
games, some of our veterans
went up to (manager) Mike
Basile and said, ‘Hey, we’ve
got to stop this.’

“So we went to a five-man
infield, and that was a huge
difference in the second game
and for the rest of the series.
We hadn’t played much five-
man up to that point. We tried
to take them out of their com-
fort zone. They might still
beat us going another way, but
we had to make them try.”

The impact of the strategic
shift was immediate and even-
tually decisive.

Milwaukee won two of the
next three games at Lannon,
then took three of four in
front of hostile crowds in
Louisville to bring home the
championship.

“Kentucky always had big
crowds,” Graser said. “There
was a building out beyond the
outfield fence and people
would sit on top of it and
watch the games.

“There was one time where
we needed a police escort to
get out of there. After we won
the Series, we had a pretty
good party that night.”

Milwaukee's championship
conquest, though, was a team
effort. Doug Czaplewski bat-
ted .571, James Dillard hit .500
with six homers and 13 RBIs,
Graser drove in 11 runs, Wen-
zel knocked in 10, and Higgins
launched a pivotal grand slam
during Game 7 and totaled
nine RBIs.

Graser and Wagner helped
Milwaukee win the North
American Softball League
championship in 1980 and the
United Professional Slow-
Pitch League title in 1982, giv-
ing them a combined six
World Series rings.

Graser, who went on to win
multiple national amateur
softball titles with such teams
as Steele’s Sports, Elite Coat-
ings and Ritch’s Superior in
the ensuing years, discovered
during the filming of the
ESPN E:60 special that he had
another claim to fame.

“When I did my interview,
the interviewer said, ‘Did you
know that you hit the first
home run on ESPN? You hit
one out foul and complained
about the call, but then you hit
one out in the seventh inning
of the first game. What do you
think about that?’

“I said, ‘I never knew. That’s
pretty cool.’”

Wagner, Graser played in 
network’s first live telecast

Local softball standouts blazed trail on ESPN

Submitted photo

Greg Wagner, left, and Dennis Graser reunite at Waukesha’s
Saratoga Complex this summer prior to ESPN’s E:60 special
marking the 40th anniversary of their appearance in the
network’s first live sportscast. Wagner and Graser helped the
Milwaukee Schlitz professional softball team win three World
Series titles.

Kenny Yoo/Special to Conley Media

Brookfield Central’s Sami Krutz looks down range on hole 11
during the Waukesha County Girls Golf Championships at
Wanaki Golf Course.
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