
It’s the time of year when newspapers thicken
with sales circulars and holiday advertisements.
Consumers looking to beat the hustle and bustle and
steer clear of the crowds this year may want to pay
attention to local businesses in lieu of trekking to
nearby shopping malls.

Every time consumers visit local coffee shops to
grab a latte, pick up a dress at a nearby boutique
or patronize a farmer’s market down the street, they
are supporting a small business. The Friday and
Saturday after Thanksgiving are some of the busiest
shopping days of the season, and they also can be
some of the friendliest to small businesses. 

Plaid Friday was conceptualized in Oakland. It
may have been born in the Golden State, but the
movement soon spread across the country. Plaid
Friday is an alternative to big box stores’ Black
Friday bonanzas. It is designed to promote both local
and independently-owned businesses during the holi-
day season. The name Plaid Friday was used to help
people visualize the various threads of small
businesses coming together to create a strong com-
munity fabric that was diverse and creativity.

Shoppers can continue their small business
patronage with Small Business Saturday. This, too,
is a counterpart to Black Friday and Cyber Monday.
The first event was created by American Express in
conjunction with the nonprofit National Trust for
Historic Preservation. Since its inception, many
small business groups, merchants and politicians

have touted the event and the Shop Small® mantra.
The idea is that when small businesses thrive, com-
munities and individuals thrive along with them. 

The Small Business Administration says that,
since 1995, small businesses have generated 66 per-
cent of all new jobs in the United States. There are a
number of big reasons to shop small. One can start
around the holidays and then continue all year long.

• Shopping small businesses helps give back to the
community directly. According to Civic Economics, a
strategic planning business, on average 48 percent of
each purchase made at independent businesses is
recirculated locally through tax money and other
support.

• Small business owners often strive to provide
personalized, hands-on customer service. Repeat
business is key to their survival, so they want to
ensure shoppers are happy.

• Small businesses, since they are not beholden to
corporate oversight in terms of what they sell, have
greater flexibility. That allows them to offer a diverse
product selection. 

• Small business owners often live nearby, and
they’re the people you see in town, schools and else-
where in the local community. Many consumers are
comforted to know they’re supporting their neigh-
bors, especially during the holiday season.

Supporting local businesses is easy. And shoppers
who like what they see can share the good news with
others on social media.

Shop small businesses to improve the holiday experience

Specific events are geared to direct shopping traffic
to local businesses during the holiday season.



FREEMAN NEWSPAPERS • GMTODAY.COM2 • SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY • NOVEMBER 2019

(NAPS) – Getting new
toys for your kids or
grandkids on holidays,
birthdays or any time
can be fun, but it's wise to
watch out for these four
safety concerns:

What to watch out for
1. Counterfeits: A

recent survey conducted
by Wakefield Research
for The Toy Association
found that nearly one in
three toy-buying parents
didn't know that fake toys
are sometimes sold on
major online market-
places by illegitimate
third-party sellers. These
toys might not be tested
for safety. On the other
hand, legitimate toys
sold by responsible sell-
ers comply with more
than 100 federal safety
standards and tests.
Always dig deeper into a
lesser-known online sell-
er's history and read
reviews before making
your purchase. You can
also buy toys directly
from a brand's website or
follow the provided links
to official retailers sell-
ing their products.

2. Age Grading:
An alarming 96 percent
of parents surveyed are
confident that their child
can play with a toy even
if they are younger than
the toy's age recommen-
dation. But age-grading
isn't merely a suggestion-
it's based on the develop-
mental abilities of kids
at a given age and the
specific features of a toy.
When children play with
a toy meant for an older
child, they might misuse
it and get hurt. Age grad-

ing can be found directly
on toy packaging or in
product descriptions for
all legitimate toys sold
online.

3. Small Parts: Pay
special attention to toys
labeled 3+, since these
toys may contain small
parts that can be a chok-
ing hazard for children
under 3 (or kids at any
age who still mouth toys).
Toys with small parts
have a warning label on
the packaging, so keep a
careful eye out as you
shop, and consider get-
ting a Small Parts Tester
(available in most toy
stores) to check other
small objects around the
home.

4. Household Dan-

gers: Kids can find ways
to play with anything-
including objects that are
not really toys, such as
small powerful magnets
(found in executive desk
toys) or button cell bat-
teries (from remotes,
hearing aids, and the
like). These objects can
be very dangerous if
accidentally swallowed.
Always keep them out of
children's reach.

Share these tips with
other gift-givers, and
always supervise chil-
dren while they play. 
Learn More

For more toy safety
information, visit The
Toy Association's reli-
able resource for families
at www.PlaySafe.org.

Four top tips on playing it
safe when getting toys

Playtime is more fun for the whole family when
parents follow some important safety tips from
PlaySafe.org.
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We have the LARGEST 
selection of new and

pre-owned fine jewelry
at affordable prices.

Dan’s
L&L
FINE

JEWELRY

266159007

615 N. BARSTOW ST. WAUKESHA   

262.549.5512
HOLIDAY HOURS:

Tues 10-5; Wed-Fri 10-6; Sat 10-3
SUNDAY DEC 23 10am-2pm  
MONDAY DEC 24 10am-2pm

BRING THIS AD IN TO RECEIVE A FREE JAR 
OF JEWELRY CLEANER WITH PURCHASE!

EXPIRES JAN. 31, 2020
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O’ What Fun

It Is To Read!

Give a Gift 
Subscription!
Subscriptions make great gifts 

for all the hard-to-buy-for
people on your holiday list.

Delivered Tuesday through Saturday, 
The Freeman is your source for local 

news in Waukesha County.

3 months for $64.50  
or 6 months for $123

(Waukesha County addresses only.)

Published and delivered on Thursdays,
The Enterprise is the trusted source for

Lake Country news and sports.

6 months for $44,  
12 months for $65

or 24 months for $110
(53066 zip code only.)

Call our Customer Service Department at (262) 542-2500

OR order online: 
www.gmtoday.com/wfgift (The Freeman)

www.gmtoday.com/oegift (Oconomowoc Enterprise)

Subscriptions will start after Christmas.
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