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Love is grown here

Zachariah’s Acres celebrates 10 years of serving
children, young adults with special needs

By Rebecca Seymour

Special to the Freeman

en years ago members

I of the community

were invited during

Thanksgiving weekend to a

local tree farm in the Town

of Oconomowoc to cut down
their own Christmas trees.

After driving down a
winding dirt path, families
had the opportunity to walk
through a wonderland of
spruce and pine to choose
their perfect tree and then
sit by a bonfire with hot
cocoa and cookies.

The event was a fundrais-
er to support creating an
inclusive haven dedicated to
serving children and young
adults with special needs
and their families. In honor
of a boy with physical and
cognitive challenges who
simply wanted to be includ-
ed, accepted and loved,
Zachariah’s Acres sprouted
and has been flourishing
ever since.

In 2012, work began to
transform 48 acres of rolling
fields, woods and natural
wetlands into a universally
designed and nature-based
environment where fami-
lies, organizations and
community members have
opportunities to gather in
nature to play, relax and

SrOow.

Over the years, the non-
profit organization’s staff
and volunteers have part-
nered to design and build
fully accessible structures,
including a heated barn and
pavilion with restrooms, two
year-round greenhouses,
and a treehouse with
wildlife observation deck. A
fishing pier for the pond,
fruit orchard, vegetable gar-
dens, 4,000 square feet of
raised gardens, and animal
habitats have also been
added and thousands of
evergreen trees and acres of
wildflowers and prairie
grasses cultivated.

“We’ve gone from a farm
field to a thriving campus
that is hosting thousands of
guests per year through the
support of the community.
In the last 10 years we have
served 41,000 guests through
the help of 478 dedicated vol-
unteers and 86 community
partners,” said Director of
Community Impact Emily
Enockson.

Unexpected impacts

Zachariah’s Acres offers
free family events, special
education school field trips,
the Seed to Sale Garden Bas-
ket community supported
agricultural (CSA) program,
fundraisers, and activities

Cabinetry
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with community partner-
ships.

“Our guests feel accepted
and loved and safe to just be §

themselves. Volunteers use
their gifts to give back to the
community and parents and
teachers bond and connect
and share resources. The
sense of community that
happens at Zachariah’s has
been such an unexpected
gift,” added Enockson.

Kristi Staus is a teacher in
High |

the Oconomowoc
School Transition Program,
working with special needs
students ages 18-21. Groups

of students and their teach-

ers from several school dis-
tricts and other community
partners visit the campus
each week to participate in
vocational readiness activi-
ties including planting and
harvesting vegetables, pick-
ing fruit, collecting and
washing eggs, learning how
to cook and bake using natu-
ral ingredients and more.
“Our students are also
interacting with others, hav-
ing fun, and learning it’s OK
to just be themselves. Just
driving into the campus
brings a sense of peace.
Zachariah’s Acres’ mission
is to help those with disabil-
ities contribute to a mean-
ingful life. I am all about
supporting that and love to
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Gift a winter membership and get

one month of free membership
or The Bubble Wash Book

5 MONTH WINTER MEMBERSHIPS

wiw bubblesfoamfarm.com - 262-354-0113

(5 washes, a $55 value),
v W v
40% OFF

Terms and Conditions Apply:
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Offer begins November 26,2021 and ends December 24,2021. Free month will be granted
after two months membership. Can not combine or use any other discount.

Submitted photo

Kristi Staus is a teacher in the OHS Transition Program, work-
ing with special needs students ages 18-21. She accompanies
her students as they participate in activities at Zachariah’s
Acres a couple of times each month. Pictured are Staus and
student Sophia Schmitz helping to harvest carrots from the

gardens.

partner with them,” said
Staus.

Dante Schmeckpeper, 13,
and his family have been vis-
iting Zachariah’s Acres
since it first opened in 2012.

“Dante is able to feel suc-
cessful and he doesn’t feel

The kids just glow and they
know they are accepted and
loved. It’s wonderful seeing
him with the other kids hav-
ing fun running around out-
side. It’s just so welcoming —
it’s like a big family,” said
Dante’s mom Rachel Teren.

different than anyone else
when he is at Zachariah’s.

See ACRES, PAGE 2
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e Rightsizing
e (Organizing
¢ Packing

e Moving

e Unpacking

e Clean Out
e Consignment Shop e Estate Sales
e Senior Transportation

25 Years in the Business of Helping Seniors

262-257-0230

All services under one roof | Wisconsin premier senior moving company
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Paramount

FINANCIAL STRATEGIES

Ameriprise

Financial

A financial advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC

39 Years of Experience

in Waukesha County

Investment, Insurance,
Retirement & Social
Security Benefits

Reb Bortz Jr. CFP®, APMA® Financial Advisor | President
(262)269-1299 | ParamountFinancial-Strategies.com

Not Federally Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value
Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP®, CERTIFIED
FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP certification mark (with plaque design) in the U.S.
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Delafield mayor Attwell
seeking re-election

Cites emergency responder support,
net new construction goal

DELAFIELD — Delafield
Mayor Kent Attwell
announced recently he’ll be
seeking a third two-year
term as mayor.

“Delafield’s future is
bright and is running
strong on all cylinders,”
Attwell said in a statement.
“As mayor, I fully support
and appreciate the men and
women of the Delafield
Police Department and
Lake Country Fire and Res-
cue. I, as well as our com-
munity, will continue to
have their backs as they
continue to deliver high
quality services at a fair
and reasonable cost to tax-
payers.”

Attwell said the city has

“a clear line of sight” to
reach its $75 million net
new construction goal he
set in 2020, with the two
four-story building develop-
ment by Hendricks starting
construction this month or
next month, the 22-unit
Siepmann Hawthorn Farm
conservation subdivision
development under con-
struction now, and the new
Delafield Oaks indoor gun
range anticipated to start
construction next year.

He also cited the new
Chick-fil-A and the coming
new Olive Garden. “The
City of Delafield Economic
Development-Land Use
Focus Project I initiated last
year has outlined a long-

term strate-
gic road map
to responsi-
bly maintain
this momen-
tum and keep
our citizens’
property
taxes low,”
Attwell said.
As a fiscal
conservative with a busi-
ness background, Attwell
said he strongly supports
using “the tools provided by
the Republican-controlled
Legislature to keep the city
budget in control by contin-
uing to turn over every rock
to find efficiencies and cost
savings both internally and
externally with our neigh-
boring communities.”
Attwell will appear on the
April ballot. To learn more
about his candidacy, visit
kentattwell4mayor.com.

Attwell

DELAFIELD

Commissioners back zoning code
changes for indoor firing ranges

Gun club site,

business plans

to be reviewed
next month

By Dave Fidlin

Special to The Freeman

DELAFIELD — Plans to
breathe new life into the
long-dormant Hartland
Sportsmen’s Club site
moved one step closer to
reality last month after a
city panel approved several
technical changes to the
municipal zoning code.

The Plan Commission
tentatively approved a text
amendment to the zoning
code that would add indoor
firing ranges to the list of
permitted wuses within
areas zoned with a com-
mercial holding district
designation.

The former club’s site at
801 Maple Ave., which is to

WANTED:

be renamed Delafield Oaks
Range under plans retired
educator and former Home-
land Security official Brian
Dorow submitted, falls
within the commercial
holding district status.

While Dorow’s plans have
spurred the consideration,
City Planner Amy Barrows
said the changes under
review actually have a
broader impact on the
entire community.

“It is important to note
that this is a citywide ordi-
nance,” Barrows said.

Nonetheless, commis-
sioners looked at Dorow’s
existing plans and consid-
ered how the zoning code
could best be applied to
ensure safety measures
will prevent stray bullets
from leaving the indoor fir-
ing range.

“We’re going to have a
site plan review ... but the
simple definition of what
an indoor range is has to be
buttoned down,” said
Alderman Tim Aicher, who
sits on the commission.

Dorow, who attended the
meeting, indicated building
materials for the indoor
range would be constructed
to safeguard against stray
bullets leaving the build-
ing.

Most indoor ranges,
Dorow said, are made of
concrete and have minimal
doors, which typically are
made of heavy steel. Other
features, such as windows,
are commonly absent in the
immediate shooting range
area, he added.

In October, commission-
ers reviewed Dorow’s latest
sets of plans for the newly
named Delafield Oaks
Range, including the dele-
tion of an outdoor range —
a feature he initially pro-
posed in his presentation
this past spring.

The tentative timeline for
Dorow’s project includes
potential action from the
Common Council and a
review of site and business
operation plans within the
Plan Commission in Jan-
uary.
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Submitted photo
Dante Schmeckpeper, 13, and his family have been
visiting Zachariah’s Acres since they first opened 10
years ago. The 8th grader says that his heart depends
on him to go there because it makes him so happy.
Pictured having fun during a snowshoeing event at
Zachariah’s Ares are Jason and Rachel and their kids
Mea, 8, and Dante, 13.

Acres

From Page 1A

“My heart feels excited and amazing when I am
there. I love fishing and going on tractor rides and
playing games. My heart depends on me to go there
so that I get to see my friends and make s’mores in
the firepit,” added Dante.

On November 4, Zachariah’s Acres was recog-
nized by the Oconomowoc Area Chamber of Com-
merce as the 2021 Nonprofit Organization of the
Year.

“We are very humbled and grateful for the past
10 years. It has been a lot of hard work and the
support of hundreds of people,” said Enockson.
“Anyone who sets foot on our campus is graced by
God’s artistry and knows there is something big-
ger happening here.”

For more information, visit www.zachariahs

acres.org.

Submitted photo

Ten years ago Zachariah’s Acres started as an idea
and has been flourishing ever since. Pictured is one
of the first events that happened in 2012 before any
buildings were constructed and the property was just
a farm field.
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How to reach us

801 N. Barstow St., P.O. Box 7,
Waukesha, WI 53187
262-542-2500
Hours: M-F 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.
If you have a news tip from the
Lake Country area, contact
Katherine Beck at 513-2644
or kbeck@conleynet.com

To advertise in “Lake Country
This Month,” call the advertising
department at (262) 513-2624.

To subscribe to the daily Freeman or
weekly Enterprise, call 542-2500

Freeman In-County EZ Buy

subscription rates ... $19.50 per month

* By in-county mail with credit card

13 weeks............ $69

26 weeks.......... $132  Out-of-County EZ Buy
52 weeks.......... $252 ... $25.75 per month

with credit card
* Out-of-county mail

13 weeks........ Electronic edition

26 weeks..........5174 ... $14.75 per month
52 weeks........... with credit card
Enterprise and other Waukesha
subscription rates County addresses

e Oconomowoc 53066 26 weeks............ $48

ZIP code

52 weeks............
104 weeks........

* Ashippun, Ixonia,
Neosho, Rubicon,
Okauchee, Watertown
and Sullivan ZIP codes

« Electronic edition
52 weeks............ $60

Circulation Dept.
To reach the Circulation Dept. call 542-2501
or email subscriptions @ conleynet.com.

MANAGEMENT

Bill Yorth - Publisher & Editor-in-Chief..513-2671
byorth@conleynet.com

Katherine Beck - Managing Editor.......... 513-2644
kbeck @ conleynet.com

Jim Baumgart - Freeman Group Ad Director 513-2621
jbaumgart@conleynet.com

Tim Haffemann - Circulation Director....513-2640
thaffemann @conleynet.com

Patricia Scheel - Prepress Manager.....513-2690
pscheel@conleynet.com

Joe Rocha - Mailroom Supervisor........ 513-2659
jrocha@conleynet.com

NEWS DEPARTMENT

Local News - Katherine Beck............... 513-2644
news@conleynet.com

Sports - Dave Radcliffe............cccccc....... 513-2655
dradcliffe @conleynet.com

Death Notices - Shana Duffy................ 513-2618

obits@conleynet.com
Fax: (262) 542-2015

CLASSIFIEDS: 262-306-5000 M-F 8am.-5pm.

PHOTO REPRINTS
Color reprints are $25 each. Call 542-2501

PAGE REPRINTS
Go to www.gmtoday.com/freemanreprints

The Freeman is printed on recycled newsprint.

Aging & Disability Resource Center
of Waukesha County

MEALS ON WHEELS
VOLUNTEERS!

14

Waukesha County

Meals on Wheels needs

your help delivering and
packing meals for seniors
N our community.

ARE YOU INTERESTED?
GIVE US A CALL!

(262) 548-7848
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ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE
“WHERE HOPE BECOMES REALITY”

Dugingichisispecialiseasonweawish
wom amdl your loved ones peEaes,
healch§happinessfndipoSperity;
noywgand theNewavear:?

<= We are welcoming visitors ~-

Please reach out to us to schedule your

visit and receive a FREE holiday gift.

The View at The View at
Johnson Creek Pine Ridge
1 Hartwig Dr 1010/1030 Pine Ridge Court
Johnson Creek Oconomowaoc

920-309-8484  262-468-7711 x202
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Sally’s Sweet Shoppe
closing Delafield location

Store closing effective Dec. 23

By Alex Nemec
anemec@conleynet.com
262-513-2661

DELAFIELD Sally’s
Sweet Shoppe Too — the
Delafield location of Sally’s
Sweet Shoppe at 810 N. Gene-
see St. — will be closing at
the end of its baking year on
Dec. 23, owner Tracey
Catarozoli said.

Catarozoli said she has
been running the Delafield
location in conjunction with
the Genesee location for the
last six years and has been
stretched too thin to contin-
ue operating both locations.

“l am a working leader,”
Catarozoli said. “...Your
employees work better when
they have a good leader and
T've been stretched way too
thin the last six years. The
success has been amazing
and everything 1 ever
thought it was going to be.

“What I didn’t know was

how overworked I'd be and
not be able to do it all," she
said. "It was too much.”

The last straw for Cataro-
zoli was her mother getting
sick earlier this year and her
being unable to help due to
having to work so much.

“It’s just not how you
should live your life,” Cataro-
zoli said. “Especially when
I’'m 55 years old, I have to tail
off a little bit as my working
career comes to an end.”

As a result, Sally’s Sweet
Shoppe Too will be open
through Dec. 23, at which
point both locations will
close for two weeks — as
they do every year, she said
— and only the Genesee
location will reopen after the
holidays.

Catarozoli said she initial-
ly opened her Delafield loca-
tion because she wanted to
expand her customer base
into Lake Country for the
dessert and cake business.

"When Hartland-Arrow-
head kids graduate, we want-
ed those orders,” she said. “I
understand if they don’t
want to drive 15 more min-
utes to Genesee Depot. Fif-
teen minutes can matter. 1
have to make the right deci-
sion for me and it’s really
hard to be a good leader
when you’re spread so thin
in two different places.”

To make up for closing the
Delafield store, Catarozoli

said she will be expanding |
the Genesee store’s hours to |

be open during the evening.
“We’re going to do that to
try and get folks from Wauke-

sha and Mukwonago and |

hopefully we’ll get our
Delafield and Lake Country
people back,” Catarozoli
said.

Sally’s Sweet Shoppe sells
cakes, cupcakes, doughnuts
and other baked goods.

For more information,
visit sallyssweetshoppe.com.

Veterinary

Pewaukee

- OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK -
Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-8pm
Saturday 8am-5pm
Sunday 12-4pm
Convenient Extended and
URGENT CARE Hours

Service

At Pewaukee Veterinary Service, we are committed to providing the most
comprehensive care to our patients, focusing on their individual needs.

Drive-Through Pharmacy,

Senior/Geriatric Health,
Surgery, Vaccinations

Boarding, Dentistry, Diagnostic Imaging,

Internal Medicine, Orthopedics, Pain Management,
Preventative/Wellness, Rehabilitation
including Hydro & Laser-therapy,

Dog Day Care, Grooming,

Visit our website to

Schedule an Appointment
PewaukeeVeterinaryService.com

262-347-0787

If You Have Problem Water, The Remedy is
Crgsto (ear
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When It Comes to Water One Call Does It All!

S‘K PUMP & PLUMBING, INC.

HAGUE

Quanty Water.

e All Plumbing Repairs & Installation
e Water Heaters (Standard & Tankless Style)
e Well & Sump Pumps, Pressure Tanks
¢ Drain Cleaning & Emergency Service

Water Conditioning, filtration
and purification

COMPLETE WELL PUMP
& PLUMBING SERVICE

Commercial

Residential

Industrial

20880 W. Enterprise Ave., Brookfield ¢ www.snkpump.com

BUMPER

BUMPER
Gortified Service Conters.

-
CERTIFIED

' Established 1981

703 Main St., Delafield
www.garysautorepair.com
Hours: M-F 7:30 a.m.-6 p.m.

Any Service of $150
or more!

Not valid with any other
coupons or discounts
Expires 2/28/22
LCTM
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Submitted photo

Cookies in a display case at Sally’'s Sweet Shoppe. Sally’s Sweet Shoppe Too in Delafield will
be closed come Dec. 23. The Genesee location will remain open.
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== A Trusted Tradition since 1859

ORDER 6 WEEKS
GET 6 WEEKS FREE!

That’s 12 weeks for $30!

Send me 12 weeks of
home delivery for $30 -
my payment is enclosed.

Start E-edition access for
$10 per month.

Please mail payment and form to:
The Freeman, PO Box 7
Waukesha, Wil 53187

Or click on the FREEMAN link at
www.gmtoday.com/wfpromo
Thank you for subscribing. Delivery will begin soon.

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone ( ) E-mail

[] check Enclosed Bilmy: [ ] W O @2 [Py w Ol -
Credit Cared Number

Exp. Date Signature

SC: housead RC:12for6pd

B=The FREEMAN  (262) 542-2500
Trusted Tradition since 1859

“New subscribers only. Those who have not subscribed in
60 days. Payment must accompany order to qualify for offer.
Waukesha County addresses only. Offer expires 12/31/2021.

BELOW ARE JUST A COUPLE OF ITEMS
YOU MAY WANT INSPECTED THIS FALL

COOLING SYSTEM FLUSH - Coolant breaks down and
leaves your engine and components exposed to damaging rust
and corrosion. There have been many cases of this occurring with
"extended life" and "life time" coolants from many different car
manufacturers. We recommend flushing your vehicle's coolant
system every 2 years.

BATTERY TEST - Cold winter temperatures cause a good
battery to become weaker. This means a weak battery that is not
apparent in mild temperatures will fail when cold. This failing battery
may only cause a no start condition that can be remedied with a new
battery but it may also cause a flooded engine. A flooded engine
often requires costly spark plug replacement and an oil change to
get you back on the road.

TIRES - Low tire tread is dangerous in wet or snowy weather.

Lube, Oil and Filter Change $29.95
INCLUDES A FREE 30 POINT INSPECTION

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES & MODELS

Sensible charges always!

Do not risk “being left out in the cold”
from a vehicle breakdown!

262-646-8507
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