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Today’s pets are increas-
ingly on the go. Individuals
and families planning to
travel are increasingly
choosing to take their pets
along with them. 

A survey by the
American Pet Products
Association found people
spent $69.51 billion on pets
in 2017. A large chunk of
spending — around $6 bil-
lion — was directed toward
pet accommodations and
boarding. Statistics Canada

says that Canadians spent
more than $8 billion on pet-
related items in 2017, and
about half of that spending
was on veterinary and
other pet services.

Pet owners have options
regarding pet care when
leaving home for business
or pleasure. Pet owners can
hire pet sitters, leave the pet
with a friend or family
member, arrange for board-
ing, or bring their pets
along with them. 

Nowadays, millions of
pet owners are taking their
pets with them when they
travel. To meet the demand,
everything from hotels to
Airbnb accommodations to
airlines are enabling people
to bring companion ani-
mals along. Some major air-
ports offer pet-relief areas
and even Amtrak rail serv-
ice recently started letting
small pets on board. 

Certain facilities charge
fees to bring pets along.

Such fees typically range
between $100 and $200.
Some pet-friendly places
even offer special perks,
such as staff that takes the
pets for walks when the
owners are away from their
rooms. The Kimpton hotel
chain does not charge pet
fees and also offers free pet
beds, water bowls and
treats, making it easy for
customers to travel with
their companion animals.

If pets are coming along
for the ride, flight or stay,
pet owners should brush up
on these pet travel tips. 

• Obtain a health cer-
tificate. Schedule a visit to
the vet and have them offer
a health certificate listing
immunizations and the
state of the pet’s health.
Many airlines, hotels, pet
care centers, and border
crossing authorities will
require such proof of pet
wellness.

• Research local vets.
Find a vet or animal hospi-
tal near the hotel or city
where you will be staying.
In the event of an emer-
gency, you’ll know where

to go.
• Plan for pit stops.

Give pets time to stretch
their legs and take bath-
room breaks. Try to take
breaks every two to three
hours.

• Vet the transporta-
tion service. Check the
train or plane policy for
bringing pets along. In
addition, look into the
history of transporting
pets, keeping an eye out for
any incidents of pets being
lost or injured. 

• Bring a crate or carri-
er along. Many pets feel
safe and secure in crates,
and hotels or airlines may
require pets be contained
when unattended. So be
sure to bring a crate when
traveling with a pet.

• Contact the tourism
board. Ask a local tourism
board about local pet-
friendly accommodations
and restaurants.

Traveling with pets
allows the entire family to
enjoy time away from home. 

Traveling with pets is more popular than ever 
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Getting a pet can seem
like a fabulous idea in the
heat of the moment when
puppy dog eyes are blinking
back from a cage or when a
cuddly hamster peeks out
from his hiding spot and
makes kids swoon. Even
though pets can make won-
derful companions, 6.3 mil-
lion pets enter United

States shelters nationwide
every year, according to the
ASPCA. In addition, around
80,000 cats and dogs entered
shelters in Canada in
2021, according to Humane
Canada. Such figures sug-
gest companion animals are
not suitable to every animal
lover’s lifestyle.

Though many shelter pets
find new homes, one of the
ways to reduce the number
of surrendered pets is to
avoid impulse decisions. A
careful consideration of
lifestyle can ensure poten-
tial pet owners find an
animal they’re fully capable
of caring for. 

• Consider time con-
straints. People can be
honest about their sched-
ules and how pets can fit in.
A busy executive who
works 12-hour days and
travels often may not be
able to have a high-mainte-
nance pet. Animals that do
not require much interac-
tion, such as aquarium fish
or reptiles, may be better
fits.

• Consider your inter-
ests. It can be beneficial to

find a pet who aligns with
one’s interests and hobbies,
as this can make the con-
nection even stronger. A
person who likes to hike
may benefit from a pet that
can handle long periods tra-
versing the great outdoors.

• Factor in budget. Pets
can be expensive. The
American Kennel Club says
the lifetime costs of dog
ownership can range from
$14,480 to $15,051 depending
on the size of the dog
(which relates to life
expectancy). Exotic pets,
such as macaws, may have
large expenses for specialty
vet care and cages.

If money is tight, a pet
that has minimal expenses
might be a smarter move.

Lifestyle should be a major
consideration when decid-
ing if the time is right to
introduce a pet into a home.
A pet who aligns with the
household dynamic can
increase the likelihood of a
successful pet-owner rela-
tionship. 

What you call your pup is
an important decision. Be
sure you put some creative
thought into what you’re
bound to yell out your door
every day. Naming  your
dog should be a fun experi-
ence that involves the
whole        family. 

There is no real rush in
naming your dog, but the
sooner you can start adding
his or her name to your
commands, the better. You
may find that you want to
change your puppy’s name
a few days in. This is totally
normal! Find a name that
fits your pup’s personality
and breed, even if it takes
you a bit of extra time. Here
are some tips when settling
on a name for your newest
addition: 

Consider the breed
Some names are just

made for certain breeds.
Calling your bulldog Bully,
for example, is an easy way
to go. Consider the names of
any famous or TV dogs.
Rin Tin Tin for a German

shepherd or Lassie for a
collie. 

Consider demeanor
Calling your new ener-

getic puppy Slowpoke, may
not be the best idea unless
you’re going for humor.
Watch your puppy’s behav-
ior to pick up on subtle
attitudes or habits. How
they behave may actually
make naming them much
easier than you expected.
This method can guide your
decision-making process
and help you end up with
the perfect name for your
new furry friend. 

Avoid names that sound
like commands

Puppies have much easier
times of learning and
assimilating to your family
if his name doesn’t sound
like a command that is
being given. Try not to
confuse your puppy with
these types of names, so
they will clearly under-
stand any commands you
try to give them.

Most popular
dog names

How to choose pets based on your lifestyle
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Albie & Chimi
Mukwonago

Ariel 
Waukesha

Bandit
Menomonee Falls

Beau
Waukesha

Betsy
Oconomowoc

Blaze
Princeton

Brutus
Waukesha

Buddy
Waukesha

Button
Brookfield

Carlee
Pewaukee

Charlie Daniels
Markesan

Chase
Waukesha

Chevy
Waukesha

Clarence
Waukesha

Coda
Waukesha

Cody
Menomonee Falls

Cody
Waukesha

Colonel Mustard
Waukesha

Cookie III
Mequon

Cooper
Waukesha

Duke
Waukesha

Eli
Pewaukee

Fergie
Muskego

Foo Bear & Brownie
Waukesha

WALL OF FAME
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Gibbs
Oconomowoc

Gracie
Waukesha

Gracie
Waukesha

Gus
Princeton

Gypsy
Menomonee Falls

Jack Frost
Brookfield

Khan
Waukesha

Kubla
Waukesha

Lillie
Waukesha

Lincoln
Waukesha

Little Man
Menomonee Falls

Lucky
Menomonee Falls

Lucy
Waukesha

Lulu
Waukesha

Macy
Oconomowoc

Maddie
Oconomowoc

Mex
Milwaukee

Mila
Waukesha

Morty
Waukesha

Ms Belle Murphy
Waukesha

Murray
Waukesha

Nakia
Pewaukee

Nala
Waukesha

WALL OF FAME



Sadie
Mequon

Shiloh
Menomonee Falls

Sleuthing
Pewaukee

Tater
Waukesha

Thor
Princeton

Tigar
Waukesha

Toby
Elm Grove

Wallace
Waukesha

Walle
Eagle

Zee
Muskego

Zelda
Waukesha
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NiBBles
Waukesha

Nora, Peeta & Tara
Muskego

Nugget Oliver
Menomonee Falls

Peanut Doris
Wisconsin Rapids

Pixie
Princeton

Pixie
Waukesha

Pixie
Muskego

Prancer
Waukesha

Reba
Big Bend

Rhyleigh
Oconomowoc

Sadie
West Allis

WALL OF FAME

Thank you
to all of our
readers who 
submitted
photos for
the “Wall 
of Fame”
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Many people are eager
for Independence Day cele-
brations in early summer.
There is much to be excited
about, as festivities often
begin in the afternoon with
barbecues and pool parties,
and commence late at night
after fireworks shows that
light up the night sky. Still,
not everyone enjoys the
extra noise and busy nature
of July 4th parties, particu-
larly furry members of the
family.

Animal control services
often report an increase in
lost animals between July
4th and July 6th. That’s
because the excitement of
the holiday puts pets out of
their comfort zones. 

While pet owners need
not cancel their July 4th
plans, they should take
heed of the many ways to
keep their pets safe during
the festivities.

Update identification
Be sure prior to any July

4th events that pets are
wearing collars with cur-

rent identification informa-
tion. If an address or phone
number has changed since
the last time you updated
microchip records, be sure
to check the account is cur-
rent.

Be careful with alcoholic
drinks

Party hosts typically
serve beer, wine and cock-
tails. Alcoholic beverages
have the potential to poison
pets, says the ASPCA.
Animals can become very
intoxicated, severely de-
pressed or go into comas if
they drink alcohol. Keep
spirited drinks well out of
reach.

Check with the vet
Many pets are prone to

anxiety from loud noises,
such as thunderstorms and
fireworks, and lots of com-
motion — something that
occurs in spades come July
4th. Some veterinarians
recommend a small course
of anti-anxiety medication
or a sedative to help pets

cope with the stimuli.

Create a quiet space
Allow pets to ride out the

day in their comfortable,
quiet and cozy retreats. If
necessary, create a space in
an interior room. Cover the
pet crate with a blanket and
offer favorite toys or bed-
ding to create a soothing
environment.

Place notes on doors 
and gates

While it’s best to keep
pets in a locked room away
from the fray, some pets like
to socialize with guests and
are not bothered by noises.
However, alert guests with
notes posted on doors and
fence gates to check to make
sure pets are not trying to
escape behind them. All
doors should be closed firm-
ly when entering or exiting.

Pets need to be protected
during summertime parties
like Independence Day cele-
brations.

Prepare pets for 
Fourth of July festivities 
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