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Natalie Surges of Brookfield East makes a dive to save the ball during a home match
against Cedarburg on Sept. 14. The Spartans fell to the Cedarburg Bulldogs 3-1.

A DIVING SAVE

Kenny Yoo/Special to The Freeman
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BROOKFIELD — The National Merit Scholarship Corpo-
ration has named 12 of Brookfield Academy’s 90 seniors as
National Merit Semifinalists, Brookfield Academy
announced recently. Merit Scholar designees are selected
on the basis of their skills, accomplishments and potential
for success in rigorous college studies. 

The Brookfield Academy students recognized are:
Armaan Bhasin, Brookfield; Zheming “Leo” Chen, Brook-
field; Samuel Demski, Brookfield; Mateo Fernandez-Tyson,
Pewaukee; Olivia Greipp, Wauwatosa; Lucia Jensen,
Brookfield; Kishore Mohanram, Hartland; Qasim Omer,
Brookfield; Krish Sharma, Brookfield; Sohum Sharma,
Brookfield; Ryan Simmons, Brookfield; Adrian Yin, Mil-
waukee.

The National Merit Scholarship Program is an academic
competition that began providing recognition and scholar-
ships in 1955. Approximately 1.3 million high school
juniors entered the program this year by Preliminary
SAT/National Merit Qualifying Test. These students, who
have been named Semifinalists, will advance in the pro-
cess and have the possibility to be named Finalists. They
will then have the opportunity to be considered for Nation-
al Merit Scholarships.

Submitted photo

(Front, left to right) Kishore Mohanram and Olivia Greipp; (middle, left to right) Qasim Omer, Armaan Bhasin, Lucia Jensen,
and Adrian Yin; (back, left to right) Krish Sharma, Leo Chen, Ryan Simmons, Samuel Demski, Mateo Fernandez-Tyson, and
Sohum Sharma.

Twelve Brookfield
Academy students 

named National Merit
Semifinalists



TOWN OF BROOKFIELD
— The Corners of Brook-
field unveiled a schedule
of fall events and activi-
ties to kick off the autumn
season.

The third annual Boos &
Ghouls Night Out returns
from 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on
Oct. 12. The event, pre-
sented by Soerens of
Brookfield in partnership
with Elmbrook Education
Foundation and Discover
Brookfield, treats atten-
dees to wine tastings and
food pairings as they lis-
ten to music and visit
shops throughout the cen-
ter. Proceeds benefit
teacher and staff appreci-
ation across Elmbrook
Schools. Tickets for this
annual sell-out event go
on sale Sept. 1 at
https://boo23.givesmart.com.

The Corners' Trick or
Treat event will take place
from noon to 2 p.m. on Oct.
21. Dress up your kids and
visit retailers and restau-
rants throughout the cen-
ter to collect candy, partic-
ipate in children's activi-
ties and more. In Market
Square there will be Kid
Boogie Down's live music
and bubble machines. Also
meet some Disney
princesses. 

The town center will
turn green and gold and
orange from 3 p.m. to 6:30
p.m. on Oct.22 during
Pumpkins & Packers. Foot-
ball fans can cheer on the
Packers as they take on
the Broncos on the Market
Square big screen, while
both cheeseheads and non-
sporting enthusiasts alike
can enjoy the sights of
pumpkin carving as they
decorate their complimen-
tary pumpkins alongside.
ESPN's street team will be
onsite with games and

giveaways. 
“We're thrilled to bring a

season of excitement and
togetherness to The Cor-
ners again this fall," said
Jordyn Swan, marketing
manager at The Corners of
Brookfield. "With an array
of thoughtfully planned
events, we're celebrating

the beauty of the season
while fostering a sense of
community and creating
memories that will last
long after the leaves have
fallen.”

For details on events as
well as dining and retail-
ers, visit www.thecorner-
sofbrookfield.com.
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Courtesy of The Corners of Brookfield

The Corners of Brookfield announced a colorful schedule of fall events and activities designed
to delight visitors of all ages this season. One event is on Oct. 22 from 3-6:30 p.m. during Pump-
kins & Packers. Football fans can cheer on the Packers on the Market Square big screen, while
they enjoy the sights of pumpkin carving as they decorate their complimentary pumpkins.

The 
Corners of 
Brookfield
announces
fall event
calendar

BROOKFIELD — A Waukesha County area school
has been named a National Blue Ribbon School. 

Brookfield East High School was recognized as a 2023
National Blue Ribbon School by the U.S. Department of
Education. National Blue Ribbon Schools are public and
non-public elementary, middle, and high schools that are
producing outstanding results for all students. Brook-
field East was nominated for its exemplary work in clos-
ing achievement gaps for all learners. Brookfield East is
one of eight 2023 Wisconsin recipients, the only Wiscon-
sin high school to receive this distinction this year, and
the first high school in Waukesha County to receive the
award in the last 30 years. 

“Brookfield East is a strong learning community led
by teachers and educators who truly see the best with-
in every student and help them to reach their full
potential,” said Brookfield East Principal Andy Farley.
“Our teachers and staff create exceptional learning
environments and experiences to ensure every student
feels safe, appropriately challenged and supported
throughout the learning process. Our staff and stu-
dents model the importance of a commitment to learn-
ing and growing every day. We are so honored to have
Brookfield East High School and the Elmbrook School
District recognized with the prestigious recognition of
a 2023 National Blue Ribbon School.”

A formal awards ceremony will be held this Novem-
ber in Washington, D.C. for school representatives.
For more information about award criteria and eligi-
bility, visit the U.S. Department of Education Eligibil-
ity and Criteria website.

Brookfield East High School
named 2023 National 
Blue Ribbon School
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By Holly Gilvary
hgilvary@conleynet.com

BROOKFIELD — Dixon
Elementary welcomed stu-
dents back to school this
year with a “book vending
machine,” allowing stu-
dents to get a new book on
their birthdays.

Sara Monty, Dixon Ele-
mentary library assistant,
PTO co-president and
Dixon parent, said some
students got the chance to
use the book vending
machine on the first day of
school.

“We made the first day of
school quite exciting
because there were a few
kids who had birthdays,”
Monty said.

The machine, an Inchy’s
Bookworm Book Vending
Machine sold by Global
Vending Group based in
Buffalo, NY, doesn’t run on
money, but on tokens,
Monty said.

“They’re a little golden
coin that has a bookworm
on it,” she said. “(Stu-
dents) put the token in,
and then it’s just like a
normal vending machine.”

For now, students can
only use the vending
machine on their birth-
days, when they will
receive a bookworm token
from the front office. Stu-
dents with summer birth-
days will get their token
on their half-birthday.
Monty said vending
machine use could expand
to incentives for things
like good behavior or
achieving academic goals,
but the Dixon PTO decided
to start with birthdays so
every student can be
included and have the
chance to use the book
vending machine. 

“It was really important
to us that every student
got one just for being a stu-
dent at Dixon,” Monty said
in a statement. “By provid-
ing every student with a

book on their birthday, we
are conveying the message
that every child’s educa-
tion journey is valuable.”

The vending machine
currently holds 20 differ-
ent books with multiple
copies of each. Books
appropriate for each grade
level at Dixon are includ-
ed, from picture books to
lengthier chapter books.

Students and parents
alike have given positive
responses to the vending
machine. 

“The parent response

was so excited and very
enthusiastic about it,”
Monty said. “(The students
are) so excited when they
come and get their token.”

Parents in the communi-
ty are excited for the
opportunity to foster a love
of reading, Monty said.

“We’re all real excited
about it and about the
opportunities, and hopeful-
ly some other schools in
the area might do the same
thing, and we’ll get all of
Waukesha and Brookfield
loving reading books.”
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Book vending machine
comes to Dixon Elementary

Students can select a book 
for their birthday

Photo courtesy of Dixon Elementary School

The new book vending machine at Dixon Elementary School
in Brookfield holds multiple copies of 20 different books
available for students to choose from for their birthdays.


