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Rick Verthein

Verthein, known for his
positive outlook, gives
back on boards and
via community projects

Rick Verthein

letter as “committed to making the Waukesha
community a better place for all of its citi-
zens.”

“I am just so impressed about this young
guy, who has three little kids and who is tak-
ing on all of this,” Kobriger said in an inter-
view.

Verthein is president-elect for the 2024-25

By Katherine Beck

kbeck@conleynet.com

ick Verthein appears to do a few things
Rwith ease: approach life with a smile

and optimism and help out others in

the community. As a financial advisor for
Baird, a husband and father of three, Ver-
thein, 38, has a lot to keep him busy, but that  fiscal year of the Waukesha Rotary Club,
doesn’t stop him from giving back on area which meets Mondays at noon. He is also on
nonprofits’ boards of directors, being a leader the board of directors and volunteers with
in the Waukesha Rotary Club and volunteer-  Rotary community projects. He is a member
ing his time on community projects. For his of the Rotary’s Community Service Commit-
dedication to helping others around Wauke- tee and the Charitable Fund
sha County and being a positive force, Ver- Committee/Board. The Community Service
thein has been named the 2023 Freeman Citi- Committee helps pull together all of the
zen of the Year. group’s community projects, from Salvation

Verthein’s nominator, past Freeman Citizen Army bell ringing to larger grant projects
of the Year Rick Kobriger, described his fel- such as building and repairing the Girl Scout
low Waukesha Rotarian in his nomination amphitheater.
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The motto of Rotary is “Service Above news and
Self,” and Kobriger said Verthein exemplifies
those words. “His attitude is, ‘what can I do to SpOrtS
help?,’” he said.

“He is always positive; being positive can be
contagious,” Kobriger said. “He always has a
smile on his face. He is just a great guy.”

“I liked the community giving back and SUBSCRIBE
‘Service Above Self’ piece of Rotary,” Ver- TO THE
thein said.

In addition to Rotary, Verthein sits on the FREEMAN:
board of directors for the Adaptive Commu- Call
nity Approach Program (ACAP) in Waukesha a
and the board of directors of the Waukesha 262-542-2500
County Community Foundation. He also vol-
unteers his time with his children’s extracur- or go online at:
ricular activities.

gmtoday.com/wfpromo

See VERTHEIN, PAGE 3
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Leading Women To Better Health OB-GYN

WAUKESHA COUNTY'S
We are dedicated to the needs of the community by promoting

overall excellence in the delivery of women's health care.

Preventive Health Care
Contraception Management
Comprehensive Gynecology
Surgical Gynecology

Fertility Services

Ultrasound Services

Certified Menopause Practitioners
Prenatal Care Including High Risk
Obstetrics

Schedule your appointment with one of our
providers at Oconomowoc Memorial Hospital.

Scan to request
an appointment or
call 262-544-4411
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The wait is about to get shorter: Kick Switch

moving to larger Okauchee building

Photo courtesy of Joe Agathen

The popularity of the fish fry at Kick Switch is one reason the bar and grill needed to move to
a larger location, said owner Joe Agathen.

News and Sports,

Recent Lake Country headlines from The Freeman:
City of Pewaukee commission to review proposed Willow

Run golf course re-development.

City of Pewaukee council to adopt new water rates

Woman in Chenequa wrong-way fatal crash found
competent to proceed to trial

Woman in Arrowhead prom threat case seeks to have case dismissed
Plans for Oconomowoc's Pabst Farms updated with focus on commercial

By Katherine Beck

kbeck@conleynet.com

Kick Switch owner Joe Agathen has a
vision for the bar and grill’s new space
down the road — and he’s eager to share
it with the Okauchee area community.
Known for its fish fries, the existing
1,600-square-foot location at N51-W34950
Wisconsin Ave., tended to feel too small
on Friday nights when the wait to get
seated could be an hour to 90 minutes.

Once in the new 2,000-square-foot loca-
tion in the former Pauline’s Supper Club
building on the roundabout in down-
town Okauchee, the wait should hopeful-
ly be decreased, Agathen said. But even
if customers find themselves waiting for
a table, the new bar promises to “wow”
patrons. Made of beams from an 1860s
barn that are backlit to show off their
imperfections (after all, they were hand
hewn), Agathen thinks it will be a real
showstopper.

The new location will carry on the
existing location’s rustic feel, he said,
including the strung Edison-style light-
bulbs over the tables using hay pulleys.
Agathen said he had been thinking
about switching to a new building due to
outgrowing the existing building and
some other issues. He’s excited about the
visibility Kick Switch will have once it
opens on the roundabout by April 1.

The kitchen will also double in size in
the new space. Agathen also hopes to
host live music in the back in a struc-

P

What'’s
the Dish?

Waukesha County
restaurant news

ture he wants to renovate into a tiki
hut/bandshell-type space this year or
next.

Grand opening
celebration

An official grand opening celebration
for Full Spoon Grab&Go is planned for
Feb. 2. In addition to a ceremonial rib-
bon-cutting, the event that starts at 4
p.m. will include samples. Located at 116
N. Main St., Oconomowoc, Full Spoon
opened June 20. The focus of the busi-
ness is on grab-and-go items such as sal-
ads, sandwiches, wraps and grain bowls.

“Thank you SO much for your support
thus far, let’s make 2024 AMAZING! Our
small business wouldn’t be here without
this community and your support,”
reads a post on the Facebook event page.

(Have a Waukesha County restaurant
news tip? Email Katherine Beck at
kbeck@conleynet.com.)

Photo courtesy of Joe Agathen

The former Pauline’s Supper Club, which has sat vacant in downtown Okauchee for about a
decade, is being transformed into a new location for Kick Switch.

Enterprise Waukesha County
Lake Country... GESPE | The FREEMAN - sbsbiores  gtioses
=21 L & ENTERPRISE S0 us  foivesesrea
Rea d a I I a bo “t It m $44 ?g:v ﬁ:gﬁ; """" * All other addresses

ORDER 8 WEEKS,

Pake

THIS MONTH

2=The FREEMAN = GET 4 WEEKS How to reach us 26 wed..- 530

* A Trusted Tradition since 1859

Send me 12 weeks of home
delivery + digital access for $44.
(payment enclosed)

Send me 12 weeks of digital
E-edition only for $30
(payment & email enclosed).

FREE!

Please mail payment and form to:
The Freeman, PO Box 7
Waukesha, WI 53187

visit www.gmtoday.com/wficm
Thank you for subscribing. Delivery will begin soon.

801 N. Barstow St., P.O. Box 7,
Waukesha, Wi 53187

262-542-2500
Hours: M-F 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

To advertise in “Lake Country
This Month,” call the advertising
department at (262) 513-2624.

To subscribe to the daily Freeman or

Circulation Dept.
To reach the Circulation Dept. call 542-2501
or email subscriptions @ conleynet.com.

MANAGEMENT

Bill Yorth - Publisher & Editor-in-Chief..513-2671
byorth@conleynet.com

Jim Baumgart - Freeman Group Ad Director 513-2621
jbaumgart@conleynet.com

Tim Haffemann - Circulation Director....513-2640
thaffemann @conleynet.com

Patricia Scheel - Prepress Manager.....513-2690
pscheel @conleynet.com

Joe Rocha - Mailroom Supetvisor........ 513-2659

Name . jrocha@conleynet.com
weekly Enterprise, call 542-2500

Address Freeman In-County EZ Buy NEWS DEPARTMENT

City, State, Zip subscription rates ... $22 per month with Local News - Karen Pilarksi................. 513-2657

' ' * By in-county mail credit card news @conleynet.com

Phone ( ) E-mail 13 weeks.......$73.50 Sports - Dave Radcliffe..........ccccouvuennnnn 513-2667

26 weeks.......... $141  Out-of-County EZ Buy b tf,pﬁ”f-@comgy-”etﬁ"? 513.2674
il my: z 52 weeks.......... $270 ... $29.50 per month eath Notices - Brian Huber................ -
[[] Check Enclosed Billmy: ] L] L] [] - with credit card obits @ conleynet.com
; e Out-of-county mail Fax: (262) 542-201
Credit Gared Number 13 weeks............. $93  Electronic edition ax: (262) 542-2015
Exp. Date Signature 20 woeks......- 3188 SlaTopermonil | ASSIFIEDS: 2623065000 M 8am.-5pm.

SC: housead RC: 8x4

; PHOTO REPRINTS
New subscribers only. Waukesha County ; )
addresses only. Postal delivery. %&The FREEMAN (262) 542-2500 f)/" 1 Color reprints are $25 each. Call 542-2501
Offer expires 3/31/24 A Trusted Tradition since 1859 < CcOn ey PAGE REPRINTS
. Go to www.gmtoday.com/freemanreprints

&

FULL SERVICE
REMODELING

KITCHENS. BATHS. LAUNDRY. BASEMENTS.

20880 W. Enterprise Ave e Brookfield, WI 53045
262-782-7190 e snkremodeling.com
Check us out on facebook!

Serving

your community
since 1948

REMODELING
"

P i~

KB

KITCHEN4BATH

STARMARIC -~ & NARI

ABINETR Remodsling Done Right.




JANUARY 2024

FREEMAN CITIZEN OF THE YEAR

FREEMAN & ENTERPRISE LAKE COUNTRY - 3

Verthein

From Page 1

Wanting to do more

Verthein said he first got involved in volunteering his
time as a student at the University of Wisconsin-Mil-
waukee as a member of the Delta Sigma Pi fraternity.
The group was involved in giving back, such as raking
leaves and feeding the homeless. When he learned about
a fellow Delta Sigma Pi brother having cystic fibrosis, he
decided to support the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation and
chaired their Milwaukee’s Finest Program for 10 years
from 2012-21. Verthein said he helped to raise more than
$450,000 for the CF Foundation and connect young pro-
fessionals in the Milwaukee area.

It was in 2013 that Verthein first began to volunteer
with ACAP after attending the Waukesha organization’s
Christmas party with a friend who invited him.

“I was blown away by the programs they provide,” he
said. As a small, grassroots organization, even a small
contribution can go a long way.

In 2018, he was elected board president. During the
past five years, the
board has helped to
oversee a transition
to a new executive
director after the
organization’s
founder retired.

Executive Director
Sandra Gines
describes Verthein
as a “gem” because
“he takes the time to
get to know the orga-
nization and really
leans into his organi-
zation.”

On the board of
directors, Verthein’s
financial knowledge
has been a huge
asset for ACAP,
Gines said.

“For a small non-
profit like ACAP, his
financial expertise is
invaluable. We can’t

Involvement
and recognition

W Volunteered with the Cystic
Fibrosis Foundation and chaired
their Milwaukee’s Finest Program
for 10 years (2012-2021). Helped
to raise over $450,000 for the CF
Foundation and connect young
professionals in the Milwaukee
area.

B Volunteering with the Adaptive
Community Approach Program
(ACAP) since 2013 and board
president since 2018.

W Joined the Waukesha Rotary
Club in October 2014 and
served on several committees
within the club. Currently on the
Community Service Committee
and the Charitable Fund
Committee/Board.

B Waukesha County Community
Foundation Board of Directors

istrative staff that
have that depth of
understanding,” she

member. . said. “We really do
B Volunteers for Let Kids Fly lean on our experts
soccer on our finance com-

W Recognized by Forbes as one
of the Best-In-State Wealth
Advisors in 2023

W Recognized by Forbes as
Top Next-Gen Wealth Advisors
Best-in-State in 2023

mittee. He under-
stands how to make
money work for us.”
In addition to serv-
ing on the board,
Gines said Verthein
has participated in
ACAP’s programs
and helps to spread
awareness of the

good work they are doing.

“He works to really keep things optimistic and to
invite people to support an organization because he does
a good job of sharing positives around what the organi-
zation means to its community,” she said.

More recently, Verthein has gotten involved with the
Waukesha County Community Foundation, where he
also serves on its board of directors. The organization,
through permanent endowment funds, project funds and
grants, meets local challenges and improves the quality
of life in our community.

Melissa Baxter, Waukesha County Community Foun-
dation president, first met Verthein through Waukesha
Rotary and has gotten to know him even better as a
member of the board. She said his connection to the
community and his experiences at Baird as a financial
advisor have been beneficial for his role on the board.

“Rick is always positive. He is a very positive person
and it’s obvious how much he cares about his communi-
ty and his family,” she said.

A local upbringing

Verthein grew up in Brookfield as the middle child with
two brothers, Bill and Michael, and his parents, John
and Jeanne. He graduated from Brookfield Central
High School and then pursued an accounting and
finance degree from UW-Milwaukee. It was his father
who got him interested in business. John Verthein
worked as a commercial lender at a bank.

Verthein said he was intrigued by business and its
many areas and found accounting to be a good way to
understand the nuts and bolts of business. He has
worked as a financial advisor at Baird for 17 years and
has been a director with the company for its Waukesha
office since March 2022.

Being in the financial services industry allows Ver-
thein to get to work with many people and to get to
know them.

Learning about the world and experiencing new
things has always been important to Verthein, his par-
ents said.

“He is always someone who likes to be involved. He
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Photo courtesy of Rick Verthein

Rick Verthein takes a selfie with other Waukesha Rotarians as they build an amphitheater for the Girl Scouts.
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Photo courtesy of Rick Verthein
Rick Verthein stands with his wife of 11 years, Jessica.
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participated in and took tons of things in high school,”
Jeanne Verthein said. “There was always enthusiasm
about the next adventure, so to speak.”

That included spending a couple of weeks in Ger-
many as part of the German Club.

“He likes being involved; it is not something that is a
chore for him,” his mother said.

A devoted father and husband

As a father to three, Charles, 9, Henry, 7, and Eloise, 2,
Verthein said he tries to do as much with his kids as
he can, including coaching Henry’s soccer team. The
family, which lives in Nashotah, also shares a passion
for skiing and are members of Ausblick, a private ski
hill in Sussex. Verthein also went with his father and
sons to ski hills in Upper Michigan.

Traveling is another activity that Verthein likes to
do with his whole family, including wife Jessica. The
two have been married for 11 years.

She recalls how he wore a sweater vest on their first
date, but what really left the biggest impression was
that he was a “really nice guy. One that would open
your door for you, pay for your meal.”

Jessica Verthein said she appreciates her husband’s
involvement in the community and how he is willing
to help others out, while still working and being a
“good dad, a good friend to everyone.”

“For a lot of people, that would be very hard, but he
is able to pull it off. He stays so calm,” she said.

John Verthein said Rick sets a great example for his
children with community engagement and positive per-

sonality.
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Get to know. ...
Rick Verthein

My greatest achievement is: has yet to be determined.
My favorite book is: “From Strength to Strength” by Arthur
Brooks

My favorite TV show is: | don’t really have a show | watch,
but anything sports related. (Packers, Bucks, Golf, EPL
soccer)

My favorite movie is: “Almost Famous”

My favorite actor is: Kevin Costner

My favorite actress is: Emma Stone

My favorite podcast is: Joe Rogan

My favorite childhood memory is: Driving to Florida to visit
my grandma in the Orlando area

The person | most admire is: My wife

Three words people describe me are: Positive, outgoing,
kind

The worst job | had as a teenager: a VERY brief stint in
clothing retail during the holiday season

The food I like best is: Anything ltalian

My favorite hobby is: Right now, it's probably golf

My favorite music group is: Zak Brown Band

My pet is: Dexter (schnauzer mix)

My favorite vacation place is: Charleston, S.C.

The favorite vehicle | ever had was: My 2006 black
Mitsubishi Eclipse, which was a stick shift

On my desk is: Way too many papers

My favorite childhood toy was: a soccer ball

My favorite custard flavor is: Kopp’s Chocolate

My goals for the year are: try to improve or learn a little
something new every day

The road ahead

As 2023 comes to a close, Verthein sees opportunity in
the new year.

“It really is always about trying to be a better person
every day,” he said. Like most working adults, Verthein
said striving for good work-life balance is always a goal.

Volunteering his time remains a key part of his plans,
and for others who want to help out, but don’t where to
start, Verthein advises them to “find out what you really
enjoy doing first.” He said that could be working with ani-
mals or an environmental cause.

“If you’re not sure, try one of the service organizations
to get a taste of a lot of things,” he said.

Saying “yes” is also key because more doors open for
you. And every little bit helps, from selling tickets to mak-
ing banners.

“You don’t need a lot of money to make a difference; it’s
about giving of your time,” Verthein said.

Past Freeman Citizens of the Year

2005: Julie Mcintyre 2013: Larry Nines
2006: Betsy Forrest 2014: Diane McGeen
2007: Jay Walt 2015: Miriam Wellford
2008: Brian Dorow 2016: Dan Erschen
2009: Rick Kobriger 2017: David Belman
2010: Mary Baer 2018: Bryon Riesch
2011: Cheryl Gemignani 2020: Michael Crowley
2012: Nancy Major
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LAKE COUNTRY

. SENIOR _
DAY CARE

Opening February 2024!

Designed for the families of aging seniors.
Visit us on Facebook ﬂ at Lake Country Senior Day Care

Providing our guests experienced quality daytime care along
with basic medical services by trained staff supported by our RN

NOW HIRING DEDICATED, FUN

AND CARING INDIVIDUALS!

 Full and Half days available (2 day minimum)

e Chef-prepared Lunch and Snacks

e Community or private Dining area, garden patio,
activity and computer areas

 Semi-private rooms available HOURS OF OPERATION:
i Monday-Friday, 7am-6pm;
SERV.ICE.S PRO.V.IDED' available for For more information, you can
e Medication administration i
about email kp@lakecountrysdc.com

e Initial and periodic RN health assessments provided
e Occupational, Physical and Speech therapy

e Spa services including beautician/barber services
e Podiatry

310%nour!

1061 Cecelia Drive, Pewaukee

262-269-5600

Senior Independent and
Assisted Living Apartments.

Staffed 24/7

Full-sized 1 and 2 bedroom
apartments with FULL kitchen
and baths

Underground parking

Cable TV, phone and WiFi included
Activities, crafts and games
Outdoor Patio Garden area

3 meals per day included
Medication Administration
Weekly Housekeeping included

Starting at

52500/month
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‘ 1061 Cecelia Drive, Pewaukee, WI
ECELIA PLACH 262-695-6408




