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RAMPING UP for SUMMER

Skate club gives another option to kids seeking independent sports

By Bridget Dean
bdean@conleynet.com
262-513-2644

TOWN OF DELAFIELD —
Kelli Alf’s eldest daughter
Coco received a penny board
for Christmas in 2021, but
the 11-year-old skater has
long since ditched it for stur-
dier, larger boards more her
speed. Alf began promoting
skate meet-ups in her daugh-
ter’s school newsletter last
spring, starting the Lake
Country Unofficial Skate
Club. They held their first
Thursday meet-up of the
year on April 25, thanks to
the nice weather.

“We kind of started out as
a joke. We were meeting
every Saturday, just for fun,”
said Alf. “I was like, ‘Oh, we
should start a club!"”

A small group of students
from the Prairie Hill Wal-
dorf School in the Town of
Delafield had already been
meeting to skateboard at
local parks, but towards the
end of fall 2023, Alf got more
serious about the club.

She reached out to a skate-
board competition organizer
in Minneapolis. Photo by Bridget Dean/Freeman Staff
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See SKATE, PAGE 4  Pulling off a trick at the top of one of the ramps at the Delafield Skate Park is Bobby Merkt.
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The
FREEMAN
is your
source
for local
news and
sports

SUBSCRIBE
TO THE
FREEMAN:
Call
262-542-2500

or go online at:
gmtoday.com/wfpromo
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THE VICTORY
DIFFERENCE [Eatta

DISTINCTIVE DESIGNS.
SUPERIOR CRAFTSMANSHIP.

At Victory Homes of Wisconsin, we're
committed to making the process of
building your dream home as enjoyable,
simple and hassle-free as possible.

From beginning to end, our dedicated team
of specialists will give you the choices and e
tools to create a home that is uniquely yours. SR
We'll guide you through the process of
dreaming, designing and building your
home with the ultimate craftsmanship and
care, from beginning to end.

LLearn More
Here

Our craftsmanship shines through in the details Research indicates volunteers have less

With 20 years of experience, more than 1,100 homes built, and multiple

awards from the Metropolitan, Madison Area and Wisconsin Builders > Y dCPICSSiOﬂ) ICSS aﬂXiCty, hlgher self—esteem,

Associations, you'll feel confident that your custom home is in good hands.

The Montello The Arcadia

higher life satisfaction, greater happiness,
and greater sense of meaning in life
compared to non-volunteers.

BE A VOLUNTEER.

Find opportunities at:

The Sanctuary at Good Hope , Menomonee Falls Stone Ridge of Merton , Merton WWW .WaukeShaCOunty_. gOV /WCVOlunteel‘

-—v-"'m

Human Services Center
514 Riverview Ave

Waukesha, WI| 53188

i . A oy - 2, II/ AT
The Augusta The Dover Grand £ HHSvolunteers@waukeshacounty.gov

Legend at Brandybrook Estates, Genesee Nagawicka Heights , Delafield

= (262) 548-7848

DRC

Aging & Disability Resource Center
of Waukesha County

SEARCH FOR YOUR DREAM HOME AT
fllew  victoryhomesofwisconsin.com
900006 OR CALL 866-705-7000 SERe

( WAUHALESHA
COUNTY,

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES
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County Board Chairman Heinrich: Hitting the ground running

By James A. Heinrich

It is my privilege to be GUEST
chosen as Waukesha
County Board chairman OPINION

by my fellow supervisors.
I am a veteran of local

government, serving
eight years on the Brook-
field Common Council
and appointed to the
County Board in 2007. For
the last 10 years I served
as chair of the County
Board’s Finance Commit-
tee, which reviews the
entire county budget. I
valued this role because it
fits perfectly with my pro-
fessional background as a
certified public accoun-
tant, and my desire to
keep Waukesha County a
low-tax leader in the
state.

One thing you might
not know about me is I
am a runner. I started
later in life, at age 60, at
the urging of my wife,
who in all likelihood was
just trying to get me out
of the house. To date I
have run one marathon,
over 20 half-marathons
and countless 5Ks. Start-
ing to run later in life
seems intimidating, but I
was able to stay motivated
by following best prac-
tices that I also plan to
apply to my role as Coun-
ty Board chairman. ly.

Discipline and consis-
tency are essential. Even
if you like running, there
are days you don’t feel
like running. Resisting
the temptation to skip a
training day is a mental
hurdle every runner must
learn. At the county level,
it’s very tempting to fund
every program or project
that we are contacted
about, but that would put
us on an unsustainable
path. We create discipline
and consistency in bud-
geting through policies
adopted by the County
Board. When the county
is constructing Moorland
Road or remodeling our
courthouse, we always
put 20% down and pay off

ment.

our debt in 10 years. This
policy prevents us from
taking on projects we can-
not afford that run
counter to our conserva-
tive budgeting philosophy.
Each training run gets
your body and mind one
step closer to achieving
the long-term goal of the
race. If you ran 1 mile
today, a 2-mile run next
week won’t look so diffi-
cult. The county deter-
mines long-term goals
and steps to achieve them
through its strategic plan-
ning process. The county
establishes links between
core county functions and
measurable program out-
comes to make sure we
are providing high-quali-
ty services at the lowest
possible cost to our con-
stituents. Every time we
survey residents, they
resoundingly say public
safety is their number
one priority, and our
county budget reflects
that, with 41% of tax levy
going toward public safe-

Things rarely go as
planned when training
for a race. Setbacks are
part of the training pro-
cess, and as a “senior run-
ner” I had to deal with my
share of injuries. Navi-
gating these obstacles
only improves your abili-
ty to problem solve on
race day. When the county
has been hit with outside
obstacles, whether it is
inflation or a public
health crisis, we are in a
better position to respond
because of our past con-
servative fiscal manage-

its share of accolades.
Our borrowing policies

ty’s esteemed AAA/Aaa
bond rating. Waukesha
County has the second
lowest property tax rate
and the lowest rate of
counties without a sales
tax. All this to say, I see

Farrow is leading us for-
ward with the formation

provide direction for
future county budgets. I
am looking forward to

steady path.

Please reach out with
any questions or con-
cerns to:
jheinrich@waukesha-
county.gov.

In running when you
put in the work, the
results will come. Wauke-
sha County has received

(James Heinrich is
chairman of the
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How to reach us

801 N. Barstow St., P.O. Box 7,
Waukesha, Wl 53187

262-542-2500
Hours: M-F 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Enterprise Waukesha County
subscription rates addresses

¢ Oconomowoc 26 weeks............ $54
53066 ZIP code 52 weeks............ $96
26 weeks............ $48 104 weeks........ $168
52 weeks............ $84

104 weeks........ $144

To advertise in “Lake Country
This Month,” call the advertising
department at (262) 513-2624.

To subscribe to the daily Freeman or
weekly Enterprise, call 542-2500

Freeman In-County EZ Buy

subscription rates ... $22 per month with

* By in-county mail credit card

13 weeks.......$73.50

26 weeks.......... $141  Out-of-County EZ Buy

52 weeks.......... $270 .. $29.50 per month
with credit card

e Out-of-county mail

13 weeks............. $93  Electronic edition
26 weeks........... $183 ... $14.75 per month
52 weeks........... $360  with credit card

g conley

Circulation Dept.
To reach the Circulation Dept. call 542-2501
or email subscriptions @ conleynet.com.

MANAGEMENT

Bill Yorth - Publisher & Editor-in-Chief..513-2671
byorth@conleynet.com

Jim Baumgart - Freeman Group Ad Director 513-2621
jbaumgart@conleynet.com

Tim Haffemann - Circulation Director....513-2640
thaffemann@conleynet.com

Patricia Scheel - Prepress Manager.....513-2690
pscheel @conleynet.com

Joe Rocha - Mailroom Supervisor........ 513-2659
jrocha@conleynet.com

NEWS DEPARTMENT

Local News - Karen Pilarksi.................. 513-2657
news @conleynet.com

Sports - Dave Radcliffe...........ccovviunee. 513-2655
sports @ conleynet.com

Death Notices - Brian Huber................ 513-2674

obits@conleynet.com
Fax: (262) 542-2015

CLASSIFIEDS: 262-306-5000 M-F 8am.-5pm.

PHOTO REPRINTS
Color reprints are $25 each. Call 542-2501

PAGE REPRINTS
Go to www.gmtoday.com/freemanreprints

PARTY WITH

Local Farm Raised Pork

have preserved the coun-

some challenges ahead of
us. County Executive Paul

of a Budget Task Force to

working with him to keep
Waukesha County on the

Waukesha County Board.)

Courtesy of Sarah Spaeth, chief of staff, Waukesha County Board Office

James Heinrich, left, was elected the new County Board chair on April 16 during the County Board’s Organizational Meeting.
Pictured are Heinrich with former Chair Paul Decker as he hands over his gavel.

THE WALL THAT HEALS

VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL REPLICA & MOBILE EDUCATION CENTER
*

A PROGRAM OF THE VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL FUND
FOUNDERS OF THE WALL

MAY 30 - JUNE 2, 2024
NIXON PARK - Hartland
175 E. PartkeAve: =

Motorcycle"Escort‘?) uesdfy, May 28“

Opening Gétein g9 ursday, May 30
Candlelight Service atSuniset Saturday, June 1

FREE EVENT
Open 24 hours until 2pm Sunday, June 2
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DESIGNS

Ruekert & Mielke
Hector de la Mora
Village Graphics Printing
WI Vietnam Vets Chapter 1

Big Fish Contracting
Dave Droegkamp Heating
Woman’s Club of Hartland

Silver Lake Auto & Tire Centers

Coordinated by:
Hartland Chamber of Commerce

& Village of
Hartland Community

HARTLAND

CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

For more information:
Call: (262) 367-7059 « Visit: hartland-wi.org
Advertising by

Great Savings vs Store Pork cuts
Pig Roasts - Roasting Spits Available

Chicken Roasting Spits Available
FREE local Set Up and Delivery
Graduations, Office and Back Yard Parties

Cut & Wrapped Meat
ready for your Freezer

Waukesha, WI

262-391-1620 or 262-691-1780
www.maplecreek-farms.com

FREE

LOCAL DELIVERY
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Bell Tower Memorial members
share war experience with

Pewaukee High history students Gordie Boucher

Lincoln of West Allis

s NSRS
PEWAUKEE - Members of SO sl JRAHEt “

the Bell Tower Memorial
alumni group spoke to a
Pewaukee High School histo-
ry class on April 24, sharing ;s ot
their stories of serving in the | B CkEned
U.S. Army and Air Force. )

Army veteran Dennis
Ziebell spoke of his time
serving in Vietnam, the
unpleasant reception of Viet-
nam veterans, and his experi-
ence being a “Tunnel Rat”
who spent time underground
searching for explosives and
enemies. Air Force veteran
Bill Rheingans also spoke to
the class, talking about his
time serving in Kuwait and
Iraq.

The Bell Tower Memorial is
available to arrange for veter-
ans to speak to groups about
their experiences. The group
is also fundraising for a : ¢ )
memorial in the Kiwanis Vil- A £l g
lage Park. More information Courtesy of Bell Tower Memorial

and opportunities to help can  pennig zighell, Army veteran, speaks to a history class

Svimf\?vltrglilgl\i/g;iitmorial or at Pewaukee High School about his experience serving
) -Org. in the Vietnam War.

2023 Lincoln Nautilus

LEASE FROM

$ + TAX
FOR 36
MOS.

$9,796 DUE AT SIGNIN

Woman’s Club
of Hartland
donates $1,000
to village for
beautifying
parks

HARTLAND — On April
22, The Woman'’s Club of
Hartland presented a
check for $1,000 to the vil-
lage for parks beautifica-
tion. Left to right are Meg
Haag, treasurer of the
Woman’s Club; Dave
Felkner, director of Public 2 el
Works; and Renee Ras- ; ; = : STOCK# 23LA0227. VIN#2LMPJ8KIBPBL21216. 36 month lease, $519 first payment, $0
mussen, president of the e A B 2 security deposit, $5,527 down, $1,000 Trade Assistance Available, total of $9,796 due
Woman’s Club. ; F & at signing. Tax, title, license, and service fee extra. Cost of financing for 0% APR for 60
months is $16.67 per $1,000 borrowed. To qualified credit.

See dealer for details. Expires 06.30.2024.

!

LINCOLN

Pickup & Delivery

Courtesy of the Woman'’s Club of
Hartland

|~

IELCHA DAYS

at BIG JIM’S SMALL ENGINE

Saturday, May 18
9:00AM-1:00PM

M

A'—L—:::Lists'iﬁ""o : " When your Lincoln needs service, we’ll pick
STORE will be - 4 X up your vehicle and bring you a loaner

1 5% ‘ vehicle in return.
OFF sy e~

Meet “Heather Crom?”,

ECHO'’s Buginess Development Manager, R E C E IVE $1 ,Ooo
" Jour ECHO quesions. LINCOLN INCENTIVE

650 Armour Rd., Oconomowoc * 262-567-5878

June 8 & 9

The first Maxwell Street Days of the Summer in Mukwonago

FOR CUSTOM ORDERING ONLINE

PLUS RECEIVE

Celebrate our 68" Annual ADDITIONAL $1,000

FLEA MARKET

FIELD PARK, MUKWONAGO ~ Hwys 83 & NN

276303014

Mukwonago American Legion Post 375

Receive $1,000 Lincoln Payment Assistance Cash for custom ordering online.
Receive additional $1,000 Boucher Bonus Cash with order.
See dealer for full details. Expires 06.30.2024.

HUNDREDS OF VENDORS Offering a Variety of Goods
(Buyers allowed on grounds after 8 am)

Reasonahle Off-site Parking Available p
(Pets, Bicycles & Skateboards Prohibited) HEFRESHMENTS

For information and 2024 schedule: “ZelLLLlllY 3161S. 108th Street, West Allis WI 53227
www.maxwellstreetdays.net . .
www.mukwonagochamber.org GordieBoucherLincoln.net | (414) 261-7070

Visit our new H _ __ :
Facehook page, : T/ " | ﬂ)
Maxwell Street Days _f 2l ==/ e\
Mukwonago, Official
|

BOUCHER LINCOLN
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Skate

From Page 1

“He is involved with a nonprofit
called Be a Boarder, and I reached
out to him to see if they would be
able to help us get kids outfitted
with skateboards,” said Alf. “They
got us 25 complete skateboards.
They’re not brand new; they’re
donations that they take in and they
put together and make sure that
they’re good to go.”

Alf said one of the missions of the
LCUSC is to get kids on quality
boards. Most bring their own equip-
ment, but if anyone wants to try it,
there are boards and safety equip-
ment to borrow or even possibly
take home. She also organized two
clinics with 4Seasons Skate Park in
Milwaukee for 20 kids last fall.

The club now meets at 4Seasons
on Saturdays for a beginners’ skate
session and holds weather-depen-
dent meet-ups around Lake Country.
While it originally began as a club
for students at Prairie Hill, Alf has
since opened it to the entire commu-
nity.

“My husband is in the baseball
industry, and so we’re just naturally
putting our kids into traditional
sports,” said Alf. “We put (Coco)
into softball, and it just was not
clicking for her. What I find ...is that
for kids where traditional sports
doesn’t work for them, skateboard-
ing really can be a haven.”

Discipline and patience

There are no rules, no expecta-
tions. The individual is in control.
Kids have to motivate themselves to
learn skills; it takes discipline and
patience.

“If you don’t show up for practice
it’s not a big deal. It’s not like you
have to sit the bench. You just
missed a little bit of practice,” said
Coco Alf. “It’s not like anybody’s
mad at you or anything. Nobody’s
telling you what to do. It’s mostly
just you.”

One of Coco’s two younger sisters,
Anneke, who is 7, began skating this
year. She was sick of sitting and
watching. Coco said it’s fun to watch
her younger sister get involved.

“It has helped her to be really
brave,” said Alf. “It’s really taught
her to push her limits and take
risks!”

‘Math on wheels’

Alf said the Waldorf School pro-
motes children developing their
sense of balance as part of their
cognitive functions.

“Skateboarding really is like math
on wheels. They’re having to make
all these calculations about ‘how
fast am I going? How high am I

Coco Alf gets ready to drop in, carefully leaning into the fall so as to not fall or fly off

Photos by Bridget Dean/Freeman Staff

her board. Bobby Merkt stands at the top of the ramp behind her.

For more information

Join the skate club private group
for more information on meet-ups:
https://bit.ly/lakecountryusc

Anneke Alf only began skating last year, but she shows no

fear as she gets ready to skate down a ramp.

leap to say that this supports them
not only physically but cognitively.”

Coco Alf is always thinking and
calculating her moves while board-
ing. She said it could be intimidat-
ing to get into skateboarding.

“If you go too fast, you’ll fall. If
you go too fast and you don’t bend
your knees, you’ll go flying up. Your
board goes flying and you go flying,”
she explained, with not even a bit of
hesitation or fear in her voice. For
as terrifying as it sounds, the kids at
the Delafield Skate Park that Thurs-
day afternoon didn’t show fear, tak-
ing turns showing off tricks and
speeding down the ramps.

If they fell, they got up and tried
again. If they got a scrape, they put
a bandage on and went back to the
ramps. Geared up in wrist, elbow
and knee pads and helmets, they
proved Alf’s points about indepen-
dence, dedication and learning from
mistakes.

Alf encourages any parents inter-
ested in getting their kids involved
in skateboarding to join the Lake
Country Unofficial Skate Club Face-

Coco Alf speeds across the ramps on her board. She
got her first board in 2021, and has since been taking

lessons and competing. Fellow Lake Country Unoffi-
cial Skate Club member Reid Hauke watches and
waits his turn.

going to go? How fast do I want to
go? How hard do I have to push?’”
said Alf. “For me it’s a very natural

book page, where she posts meet-up
information and is available for
questions.

Norah Malik practices dropping down a ramp at
the Delafield Skate Park

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Edward Jones
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BATTERY

406 W. Sunset Dr., Waukesha ¢ 262-547-3854
Same Location, Service
and Great Value!

Your Waukesha Area
BATTERY EXPERTS!

Michele R Olshanski
Financial Advisor

1300 Capitol Drive
Suite C

Pewaukee, W|53072
262-695-9900

Troy E Deibert
Financial Advisor

1300 Capitol Drive
Suite C

Pewaukee, WI 53072
262-695-9900

Charles Barrow
Financial Advisor

161 W Wisconsin Ave
Suite 2a

Pewaukee, W153072
262-695-5308

Partnering throughout the years to help reach your financial goals

We care as much about why you're investing as what you invest in. Our personalized approach to
investing is what sets us apart. And we'll work with you every step of the way to help you build the future
you desire. So you can enjoy all the special moments life has to offer.

Maggie Spada, CFP®
Financial Advisor
316 Oakton Avenue

Pewaukee, W|53072
262-695-1109

(formerly Challenger Battery)
M-F 8am-5pm; SAT 8am-Noon; Closed Sunday

PREMIUM GRANITE MAUSOLEUM

at La Belle Cemetery in Oconomowoc
on the Oconomowoc River_
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Above ground
Entombment for

THOUSANDS LESS
in-ground burial




